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Several Bel Aire public school 
parents and residents still arenôt 
happy with the latest ñsup-

posalò for next yearôs Wichita school 
district boundaries. But with less than 
a month until the ýnal boundary plan 
is approved, the city is now focused 
on developing solutions for a meet-in-
the-middle compromise.

A group of about 30 parents and 
residents met at Bel Aire City Hall 
Jan. 21 to outline their concerns for 
City Manager Ty Lasher to put in a 
formal letter to the school board on 
behalf of the city. 

The current ñsupposalò for next 
yearôs boundaries calls for Bel Aireôs 
K-8 school at 53rd and Woodlawn to 
serve all of the cityôs public school 
elementary students in kindergarten 
through ýfth grades, as well as stu-
dents from Wichitaôs Mueller Magnet 
Elementary, which is proposed to 
close after this year. The ñsupposalò 
also calls for the new high school 
near 53rd and Rock Road to serve as 
the new home for Wichitaôs Northeast 
Magnet High School. 

As a magnet, Bel Aire students 
would have to apply to attend the new 
$31 million high school. Northeast 
Magnet also doesnôt have athletic pro-
grams like most traditional schools, 
meaning plans for new athletic facili-
ties could stall. 

While Bel Aire residents ide-

ally would like to see the new K-8 
opened for middle school students, 
they agreed to support the buildingôs 
opening as a K-5 since it includes all 
of Bel Aire. 

The main discussion at the Jan. 
21 meeting focused on plans for the 
new high school. Residents agreed 
that one of the key concerns is that 
the latest ñsupposalò doesnôt ad-
dress overcrowding issues at Stucky 
Middle School and Wichita Heights 

High School.
One resident said he would 

ñstrongly consider movingò if the 
new high school stays a magnet. 
The resident said heôs worked for a 
developer of nearby homes who is 
ñfuriousò with the ñsupposalò because 
his marketing plan banked on the new 
high school being a neighborhood 
school. 

Bel Aire City Council member 
Peggy OôDonnell said she spoke with 

USD 259 Superintendent John Al-
lison after a public input meeting and 
was told thereôs not a concern with 
overcrowding at Heights. 

ñHe said the issue is that the hall-
ways are too small,ò OôDonnell said. 

She also said Allison told her that 
plans for Bel Aireôs schools could 
change, depending on the cityôs 
growth. 

By Matt Heilman

More than 2,000 Boeing 
employees heard the bad news 
at a Jan. 4 morning meeting. 
For more than eight decades 
a workforce from all over the 
Wichita area dedicated itself to 
the aircraft giant. 

But loyalty wasnôt enough. 
In early January, Boeing 

employees in Wichita were 
informed that, by the end of 
2013, their services would no 
longer be needed, at least not in 
the Air Capital. 

Some of that 2,160-member 
workforce will get the chance 
to stay employed by Boeing 
and relocate. The rest will be 
laid off. 

Like most Boeing employ-
ees, the companyôs repre-
sentatives who live in north 
Sedgwick County are now try-
ing to ýgure out what their next 
step will be once the company 
leaves Wichita. 

Among the group hit by the 
Jan. 4 news was Dave Sly, a 
Bel Aire City Council mem-
ber and 16-year engineer with 
Boeing. When the company-
wide meeting was called, Sly 

By Matt Heilman 

Barring a deal-breaker, youôll 
see aviation research and develop-
ment instead of hockey games and 
concerts. Plans for a new identity 
are forging ahead for the once 
proud Britt Brown Arena at the 
Kansas Coliseum Complex. 

On Jan. 10, developer Johnny 
Stevens closed on the purchase 
of about 155 acres at the complex 
for $1.5 million. The purchase 
included the arena, the Kansas Pa-
vilions and the 49-acre Wiedemann 
Park. Stevens said heôs ready to 
start work on Britt Brown Arena to 
transform it from an entertainment 
venue to an extension of Wichitaôs 
aviation industry. 

He said remodeling Britt 
Brown was expected to start in late 
January in preparation to lease the 
facility to the National Institute 
for Aviation Research to serve as 
a testing facility. Stevens said he 
hoped to have the lease agreement 
completed by Feb. 1. 

On the ñconservative side,ò 40 
employees could work for NIAR 
at the former arena, Stevens told 
the Park City council at its Dec. 27 
meeting. 

At that meeting, the council ap-
proved a letter of intent to issue up 
to $5 million in industrial revenue 
bonds for the project. Issuance of 
the IRBs is contingent upon Park 
City annexing the property. 

Park City Mayor Emil 
Bergquist said he expected the 
council to approve the annexation 
in February. 

Bergquist said plans to bring 
NIAR to Britt Brown makes sense 
for the facility that has been closed 
since 2009. 

By Matt Heilman

The Bel Aire City Council was 
given a reason for optimism at its 
Jan. 17 meeting where much of the 
conversation was focused on bring-
ing residential development to the 
city. On hand to address the council 
was James McDonald, development 
associate with Zimmerman Proper-
ties LLC, a family-owned real estate 
development company based in 
Springýeld, Mo., that specializes in 
affordable housing. 

Through the Low-Income Hous-
ing Tax Credit Program, McDonald 
said Zimmerman Properties is pro-
posing to develop a 48-unit apart-
ment complex on a four-acre tract 
just north of the new USD 259 high 
school near 53rd North and Rock 
Road.

Zimmerman Properties operates 
in eight states and has worked to 
develop quality affordable housing 
through the Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit Program since 1986, 
McDonald said. 

In eight states, Zimmerman 
Properties has developed 73 housing 
communities with a little more than 
4,300 units, McDonald said. 

This includes 724 units in Kansas, 
including Valley Centerôs Brookýeld 
Apartments, which consists of 48 
units. 

In Bel Aire, the proposed 48-unit 
complex would include three resi-
dential buildings, featuring apart-
ments with two to three bedrooms 
and two bathrooms. McDonald said 
each unit would have its own washer 

and dryer hookup among several 
amenities. 

To be eligible to move into the 
facility, there are maximum limits on 
individual and family income, but 
potential tenants would go through 
a more thorough background check 
than most low-income housing 
requires.

In the application process, po-
tential tenants must go through a 
criminal background check, provide 

The current ñsupposalò for the Wichita school districtôs boundaries for next year limits Bel Aireôs K-8 school at 53rd and Woodlawn to an 
elementary school for students in kindergarten through ýfth grade. The plan also calls for the K-8 building to serve as the new school for 
students at Wichitaôs Mueller Magnet Elementary.
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By Matt Heilman

Bel Aireôs new USD 259 high school is proposed to serve as the new home for Wichita North-
east Magnet High School under the current school boundary ñsupposal.ò Several Bel Aire par-
ents arenôt happy with the plan because it doesnôt address overcrowding concerns at Wichita 
Heights. 
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ñFrom my perspective, the 
constructive reuse of an existing 
facility is brilliant,ò he said. ñI 
think itôs going to be an excep-
tional bright spot for the north 
part of the county.ò 

Besides seeing the potential 
beneýts for his city, Bergquist 
said NIARôs plans for expan-
sion make sense for the aviation 
industry. 

Bergquist has been em-
ployed with Hawker Beechcraft 
since 1975 where he works 
closely with engineers on 
design problem-solving in the 
companyôs hydraulics lab. 

NIAR also has a testing 
facility at Hawker Beechcraft. 
Bergquist said NIARôs expan-
sion is likely to continue. 

ñI just donôt think you can 
go wrong with technology and 

testing,ò he said. 
From Park Cityôs perspec-

tive, Bergquist said the addition 
of NIAR would ýt nicely in the 
community that is home to sev-
eral aviation-related businesses, 
including machine shops and 
suppliers. 

While the news for NIARôs 
expansion has created the most 
buzz with the coliseum com-
plex, Stevens is also working 
on long-term planning for the 
Kansas Pavilions and Wiede-
mann Park. After he bought 
the property, Stevens said he 
planned to make some improve-
ments to the pavilions and 
honor Sedgwick Countyôs com-
mitment to keep them open for 
events until at least 2016.

Stevens said heôd take a 
close look at revenue and mar-
keting in his efforts to make the 
pavilions proýtable, but hasnôt 
yet ýnalized his plans to do so.

ñWeôve been working on it 

hard,ò he said. ñWeôve got some 
ideas.ò 

Stevens said he planned to 
keep Wiedemann Park open as 
an RV park and might also use 
the acreage for events hosted at 
the pavilions. 

Stevens, perhaps best known 
for his development of the 
Waterfront in east Wichita, has 
previously worked closely with 
Park City. He helped start the 
Village Estates housing addi-
tion near City Hall and owns 

about 100 acres at the northwest 
corner of 77th North and I-135, 
which can be used for industrial 
or commercial use.  

Stevens said the property 
near Hartman Arena consists of 
15 to 20 lots in various sizes.

knew there was big news 
that could go one of two 
ways. He said he suspected 
management would either 
announce more work coming 
in, or that the Wichita site 
was closing. 

While he knew Boeingôs 
departure from Wichita was 
a possibility, Sly said his im-
mediate reaction to the news 
was ñshock and surprise.ò 

Boeingôs plans call for en-
gineering work to move from 
Wichita to Oklahoma City. 
While Sly hasnôt made any 
decisions yet, he said he ñpo-
tentiallyò could be moving 
to the Oklahoma state capital 
by the end of next year.

Sly and his wife, Jamie, 
lived in the Oklahoma City 

metro area before moving to 
Wichita in the mid-1990s.

ñThereôs deýnitely gonna 
be a change for my family 
and I,ò Sly said. 

Bel Aire resident Steve 
Olsen is a procurement agent 
for Boeing who has worked 
for the company for 31 1/2 
years. 

Olsen said heôs spent most 
of his professional career 
working in the aircraft indus-
try in Wichita. At 60, he said 
heôs considering an early 
retirement plan. 

Olsen said thereôs not 
much he can say about his 
stance on Boeingôs decision 
to leave Wichita, but to him, 
the announcement wasnôt 
unexpected. 

ñThe decision was no 
surprise to most of us whoôd 
been working for the com-
pany awhile,ò he said. ñWe 

could see the writing on the 
wall, but itôs still disappoint-
ing.ò 

In Park City, industrial 
businesses that work with 
aviation companies appear 
to be stable in the face of the 
unfavorable news.

Sam Peters, general 
manager for TW Metals 
in Park City, said Boeingôs 
plans to move its operations 
to Seattle, San Antonio and 
Oklahoma City wouldnôt 
likely correlate to a loss of 
business for his company, 
where planes are retroýtted 
for Air Force use. 

ñBoeingôs a very big 
customer of ours and this 
doesnôt change that,ò Peters 
said. 

While his company will 
continue working with 
Boeing, Peters said he shared 
the sentiments of those who 

feel let down by its decision 
to leave Wichita. 

David Nolletti, vice presi-
dent of Tect Corp., which 
includes aircraft supplier 
Tect Aerospace in Park City, 
also said he didnôt anticipate 
a heavy proýt loss or lay-
offs as a result of Boeingôs 
departure. 

The status of the new ten-
ant for a 300,000-square-foot 
warehouse at 61st North and 
Prospect, just west of I-135, 
also seems to be OK. 

Air Capital Delivery and 
Warehouse CEO Lou Robelli 
said TMX Aerospace has 
leased the warehouse and is 
expected to bring 140 jobs 
to Park City over the next 
few years. Robelli said TMX 
primarily is a supplier for 
commercial airplane compa-
nies, including Spirit Aero 
Systems, which is doing well 

in an otherwise turbulent lo-
cal aviation industry. 

ñIôm sure they will still 
have plenty of orders,ò Ro-
belli said of TMX Aerospace. 

For those most impacted 
by Boeingôs departure, 
thereôs not much they can 
do except keep reporting for 
work until further notice, Sly 
said. 

Until the end of the last 
day of Boeingôs operation in 
Wichita, Sly said heôd con-
tinue to perform his job as he 
has for his entire career with 
the company. 

ñReally, until they tell us 
otherwise, itôs business as 
usual from my standpoint,ò 
Sly said. ñWeôve still got 
airplanes in the hangar, 
weôve got engineering to do 
and weôve got customers to 
support.ò

I am a diehard fan of Wichita State 
University basketball. I have been since 
I was 5 years old and I will be until 
I die. With that said, my life doesnôt 
revolve around the Shockers. 

If the wheels completely fell off 
this season and they didnôt win another 
game, somehow Iôd survive. Somehow 
the sun would continue to come up ev-
ery morning and somehow Iôd manage 
to smile every once in a while. 

I still get excited during close games 
and thereôs some irritation after losses, 
but I have whatôs called ñperspective.ò 

I understand that sports is an enter-
tainment business and there are a lot 
more important things in this world. I 
understand that even if miraculously the 
Shockers won a national championship 
in something besides bowling, my life 
wouldnôt change much. 

Would I be through the roof with 
excitement for a day or two if WSU 
won the NCAA basketball tournament? 
Of course I would. But at the end of the 
day, the achievements of athletes we 
admire from a distance arenôt a direct 
reþection on ourselves and no game is 
worth sacriýcing your happiness for 
more than a few minutes. I donôt care 

how much loyalty youôve shown or how 
much money youôve spent on season 
tickets.

Even men like my grandfather, who 
before my time, used to yell and cuss 
at the radio or TV during St. Louis 
Cardinals baseball and WSU basketball 
games, had perspective. 

Grandpa Chuck never lost track of 
the two most important things in his life 
ð his faith and his family. 

As Iôve grown older, Iôve gained 
more and more perspective. A ýve-min-
ute tantrum is all I need to get over a 
disappointing loss. You also wonôt hear 
me using words like ñweò and ñusò in 
reference to the Shockers when ñtheyò 
win. 

Unfortunately, there are a lot of 
grown men, and women for that matter, 

with more life experience than me who 
struggle with perspective. Exhibit A is a 
stereotypical southern football fan. 

Iôm not going to paint every football 
fan in states like Alabama, Florida and 
Louisiana with the same broad brush-
stroke, but thereôs no denying that sports 
in the southeast United States, especially 
football, has become an unhealthy 
obsession for some. There are idiots all 
over our great land, but fair or not, the 
South has the worst reputation. 

I was reminded of this leading up to 
the Jan. 9 dumpster ýre of a national 
championship football game between 
Alabama and LSU as I sat back and 
chuckled while reading message board 
banter between supporters of each team 
talking about how ñtheyò were going to 
destroy the other side. 

In the end, Alabamaôs defense was 
good and LSUôs offense was historically 
bad. Sorry, dude with the purple and 
gold face paint and beads, thereôs noth-
ing you could have done. 

And sorry, other dude in the crimson 
and white, but your lucky elephant hat 
and prayer to legendary coach Bear 
Bryant also had nothing to do with the 
outcome. 

With Alabamaôs win, a diehard Crim-
son Tide fan named Harvey Updyke Jr. 
was given a reason to be happy in a life 
that otherwise, at least from the outside, 
seems miserable. Updyke Jr. is the 
62-year-old man who was arrested for 
poisoning Auburn Universityôs historic 
oak trees earlier this year in response 
to a despicable display where Auburn 
fans put a Cam Newton jersey on Bear 
Bryantôs statue last fall. 

Updyke has since apologized for the 
act and said heôs ñtrying to get right with 
God.ò I just hope he realizes God isnôt 
Bear Bryant or in anyway afýliated with 
Alabama football. 

Kentucky basketball fans also have a 
reputation for being obsessive to a fault, 
but football usually takes the cake when 
it comes to insanity from its followers. 

Iôm thankful the vast majority of fans 
of our state schools Iôve encountered 
understand where the game ends and 
life begins. 

Itôs fun to be a fan, but life is better 
when youôre a human being ýrst. 

Matt Heilman is a reporter for 
The Bel Aire Breeze. Reach him at 
matt@arkvalleynews.com.
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By Matt Heilman

Christ Lutheran Church
Contemporary guitar service 

with communion each Sunday 
at 8:30 a.m. Traditional service 
at 11 with communion each 
Sunday. Sunday school for all 
ages at 9:45 a.m. 

The church is located at 5356 
N. Hillside (53rd North and 
Hillside) across from Heights 
High School. 

Find the church online at 
www.christ-lutheran.org; e-mail 
office@clc.kscoxmail.com. Call 
the office at 744-1242 for more 
information.

Church of the 
Resurrection

Church of the Resurrection 
(Roman Catholic) is located at 
4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.

Masses for the Lordôs Day 
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 11 a.m. Sunday. Weekday 
Masses are 8 a.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; 
also at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic School 
has students from preschool 
through eighth grade. 

The parish/school website is 
www.resurrectionwichita.com. 
Phone number is 744-2776. 
Rev. James F. Weldon is the 
pastor.

Community 
Bible Chapel

The church is located at 4551 
Auburn, south of 45th North 
between Oliver and Woodlawn, 
in Bel Aire. 

Worship service and break-
ing of the bread are at 9 a.m., 
with Bible study and Sunday 
school at 10:30 on Sundays.

Wednesday prayer and Bible 
study are at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call 
Melvan Adair at 744-7091.

Crossroads 
Friends Church

Crossroads Friends Church 
meets at Stucky Middle School 
(east from 45th North and 
Hillside) at 10:30 a.m. every 
Sunday.

The church has Crossroads 
Kids and Crossroads Cribs 
ministry areas, as well as 
contemporary music, relevant 
Bible teaching and a laid-back, 
friendly atmosphere.

Pastor is Jeff Mullen. 
Call the church office at 361-

0407 or visit it online at www.
crossroadswichita.com.

Fairmount United 
Church of Christ

The church welcomes a new 
minister, Rev. Larry Young.

Visit the newly renovated 

building at 1605 Fairmount in 
Wichita (one block south and 
one block east of Hillside and 
17th North). 

Sunday worship is at 10:30 
a.m. which includes Childrenôs 
Church. Sunday School begins 
at 9:30.

For more information, call 
682-1597 or visit at www.
fairmountuccc.org.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver in 

Bel Aire, service times are 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday. Bible 
study is 7 p.m. Monday. Prayer 
service is 7 p.m. Tuesday. Praise 
and worship is 7 p.m. Wednes-
day. 

Phone number is 744-1502. 
Rev. Gary D. Green is the pas-
tor. 

Greenwich United 
Methodist Church

Sunday worship service is 
at 9 a.m. Fellowship and coffee 
following the service.

Pastor Natalie can be 
reached at 773-2300 or 744-
0203.

Pastor Natalie is at the 
church from 5:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursdays.

Visit the church online at 
Greenwichksumc.org.

The church is located about a 

mile south of K-254 on Green-
wich Road.

Kechi United 
Methodist Church

Located at 4533 E. 61st 
North in Kechi, the Rev. Guy 
E. Rendoff is the pastor. Church 
phone number is 744-1221, 
its website is www.kechiumc.
org and its e-mail address is 
kechiumc@sbcglobal.net.

Sunday praise band and  
worship are at 9:03 a.m. Sunday 
school is at 10. Worship is at 11.

Wednesday evening worship 
services from 7 to 7:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. There is music, 
prayer time, come and go com-
munion and a short sermon. 
Child care is provided.

Park City Church 
of the Nazarene

Sunday school for all ages 
is at 9:30 a.m. Worship and 
childrenôs church are at 10:45. 
Wednesday Bible study for 
adults begins with sandwiches 
and chips at 6:15 p.m.

The church is located at 2100 
E. 61st North in Park City.

Pine Valley 
Christian Church

The church is located at 
5620 E. 21st North. Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. with worship 

at 10:15. For more information 
call 685-2421.

Risen Savior Church 
ð Missouri Synod

Sunday School and Bible 
Class meet at 9:15 a.m.

There is communion every 
first and third Sunday

Wednesday evening minis-
tries are from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday evening adult 
praise choir rehearsal is from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The church is located at 
6770 E. 34th North in Wichita. 
The phone number is 683-5538. 
The fax number is 683-5536. 
www.risensavior.net

University United
Methodist Church 

The church is located across 
from the Wichita State Univer-
sity campus at 21st and Yale. 

Sunday activities include 
adult and youth educational 
classes at 9:15 a.m., traditional 
service at 10:30 and youth 
group activities from 4 to 6 p.m. 

E-mail uumc2220@uumc.
net; phone 686-6765. Rev. 
Charles Claycomb is the pastor. 

Send your churchôs upcom-
ing events and service times to 
legals@arkvalleynews.com or 
call 755-0821.

Itôs a good idea and it 
makes sense. We like eco-
nomic development and we 
donôt like to see usable fa-
cilities mothballed. Wichita 
developer Johnny Stevens 
has bought about 155 
acres at the Kansas Coli-
seum Complex, including 
Britt Brown Arena and the 
Kansas Pavilions, for about 
$1.5 million. 

His plans call for leasing 
Britt Brown to the National 
Institute for Aviation Re-
search to serve as a testing 
facility. Britt Brown Arena 
has the high ceilings and 
available open space to 
work well for NIAR. 

Weôre glad the buildingôs 
days of sitting empty are 
numbered. 

Several jobs are expected 
to come with the NIAR 
expansion up north and 
weôre looking forward to a 
positive economic impact. 

The City of Park City 
will annex the 155 acres 
Stevens purchased and 
will provide the necessary 
industrial revenue bonds to 
get improvements started 
on Britt Brown to prepare 
for NIAR, which reportedly 
hopes to expand by the end 
of this year.

Park City already has 
utilities in place at the coli-
seum complex and we think 
the annexation is a good 
move. Stevens also plans to 
keep the pavilions open and 
hosting events at least until 
2016, another move we like 
to see. 

Really, you have to be 
picky to see any negatives 
here. Honestly, we think 
the plans for NIAR could 
end up being the best thing 
that could happen to Britt 
Brown Arena. 

But the plans are boring. 
We like to be entertained 
and we like recreation. 

Maybe Britt Brown 
could be well suited to join 
the pavilions and embrace 
an agricultural identity, 
serving as a larger venue 
for rodeos, horse and live-
stock shows. 

With the neighboring 
pavilions, it makes more 
sense for Britt Brown to 
host a rodeo than Intrust 
Bank Arena.

Another idea weôve 
heard that could work well 
is to utilize Britt Brown and 
the surrounding property 
for a new YMCA branch. 
Residents of Valley Center 
and Park City currently 
have to drive about 10 
minutes to get to the nearest 
YMCA branches in north-
east or northwest Wichita. 

Or, if you really wanted 
to get creative, how about 
converting Britt Brown into 
an indoor water park? OK, 
maybe thatôs going over-
board a little bit.

While itôs fun to think 
about possibilities with 
available space, itôs impor-
tant to be practical.

We believe that there 
could be several entertain-
ment or recreation opportu-
nities that could work well 
for Britt Brown, but at the 
end of the day, Stevensô 
plans to lease the arena to 
NIAR seem to make the 
most sense.

Barring a disaster, itôs a 
safe move that will serve 
north Sedgwick County 
well, even though itôs not 
sexy.

Sometimes, vanilla is the 
best þavor. 

ð The Bel Aire Breeze
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Boeing
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Coliseum

Paving crews resurface the parking lot behind the Kansas Pavilions in the coli-
seum complex Jan. 24.

Chris Strunk
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City of  Bel Aire

Scott Rice Ofýce Interiors has been providing value-based ofýce furniture solu-
tions since 1935. When we ask our customers why they do business with Scott 
Rice they tell us that we understand their needs and provide productive work en-
vironments. They also tell us we are dependable and provide great service - doing 
what we agree to in a timely manner. Scott Rice measures its performance with 
customer surveys and makes changes as needed to continually improve its perfor-
mance. 

Scott Rice is a long time Steelcase dealer and, several years ago, became an 
Ofýce Furniture USA franchisee. Afýliation with these two suppliers allows Scott 
Rice to offer the right products and services at the right price - this translates to 
customer value. Scott Rice Ofýce Interiors is locally owned and committed to its 
employees, customers and the community. 

Scott Rice now offers promotional products for organizations wanting to create 
awareness, provide directional change, promote concepts to speciýc groups of 
employees or customers and provide employee incentives and recognition.

Lauren Thiessen is an account manager who has been taking care of Scott Rice 
customers since 1989. He has accumulated a vast knowledge of ofýce furniture 
and panel systems and is an expert at helping customers make the most of their 
space and improving worker productivity. Lauren is also trained to help customers 
with their ergonomic needs. 

COED INDOOR SOCCER (ages 4-11)
Games will be played on Saturdays beginning 
March 3.  Practices will be set up by coaches 

on weeknights beginning the week of February 
27th.  The registration deadline is February 4th.  

A $5 late fee will be charged to all sign-ups 
after the deadline.

HOLIDAY CRAFTS (ages 5-10)
Spice up your holidays with some homemade 
holiday crafts and decorations.  On Saturday, 

February 11th, kids will be given the 
opportunity to get their creative juices þowing 

and put their own special twist on some holiday 
craft projects.  Space is limited, therefore pre-

registration is required.

SPRING BREAK SPORTS WEEK
Each day will feature a new sport to play such 
as baseball, þag football, soccer, basketball, 

or volleyball.  Participants will meet March 19 
ï 22, times TBA.  The registration deadline is 
March 12.  A $5 late fee will be charged to all 

sign-ups after the deadline.

SENIOR AEROBICS
The senior aerobics class meets on 

Wednesdays from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. at the 
Bel Aire Recreation Center.  Seniors can join 

at any time!

DAZZLING DANCERS (ages 4 & up)
These recreational youth classes will focus on 
ballet and jazz dance.  Classes will meet on 

Tuesday evenings beginning Tues, February 
7th.  Pre-registration is required.  

ZUMBA
Zumba is a Latin-inspired, dance-ýtness class 

that incorporates Latin and international 
music and dance movements, creating a 

dynamic, exciting, exhilarating, and effective 
ýtness system.  Classes are held on Mondays 

& Thursdays from 6:00-7:00 pm.  Teens & 
adults can join at any time! 

TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet on Monday & Friday from 

5:00-6:00 pm or Tuesday & Thursday from 
7:10-8:10 pm.  These are great classes for 

beginners to black belts.

YOGA
Classes are held on Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 6:10-7:10 pm.  Participants 
need to provide their own yoga mat.  Adults 

can join at any time! 

FITNESS CENTER (ages 16 & up)
The Fitness Center consists of elliptical cross 
trainers, treadmills, recumbent bike, multi-
station weight machine, and free-weights.  
There is no charge for pass holders, or it is 
available with the purchase of a daily pass.

For more information on these or 
any Bel Aire Recreation Programs 

call 744-2700.

NEW RECREATION STAFF

Drew Conwell has been named the new Program Supervisor of the Bel Aire Recreation Depart-
ment.  Drew has been a part-time employee and intern for the department while obtaining a 
Sports Administration degree at Wichita State.  Victor Callozo has also assumed duties of the 

Recreation Attendant position.  Victor is a Bel Aire resident and has recently retired from a career 
in law enforcement.  Please help welcome the cityôs new Recreation staff.

PROFILE OF A CITY OF BEL AIRE UTILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBER

Å Resident of the City of Bel Aire
Å Willingness to serve a 2-year appointment term
Å Willingness to serve without compensation and with very little to no recognition
Å Recognition that the role of the Committee is to advise and recommend to the Governing Bodyðnot 
to make policy 
Å An interest and/or background in water, sewer, storm water, trash and recycling issues
Å Availability to attend at least 9 of 12 monthly meetings, normally on the second Tuesday of each month, 
2:30 ï 4:30 pm, City Hall
Å Willingness to attend extra and special meetings, if and when necessary 
Å Willingness to spend personal time to review and study Committee issues, in addition to time required 
for  Committee meetings 
Å Minimal ability to use a computer, with access to email
Å It is helpful that a Committee member have access to, and basic understanding of, Word and Excel 
software programs
Å General knowledge of the Cityôs boundaries and geography
Å Knowledge of the Cityôs history could be helpful, but not necessary
Å Ability and willingness to review and understand contractual documents and City ordinances, some of 
which that might be lengthy and time-consuming to read and understand
Å Typical annual Committee business issues include updating the Cityôs Water Conservation Plan; review 
of ordinances relative to water, sewer, storm water; trash and recycling; review of CCUA and City water 
use data; water, sewer, trash and recycling billing rates; and any matters requested of the Committee by 
the Governing Body and/or City administration

The Bel Aire Utility Advisory Committee has an opening for a 
volunteer member.

The Utility Committee consists of ýve citizens who advise the Governing Body during a 2-year 
term on matters relating to water, sewer, storm water run-off, trash, recycling, and sump pump 
discharges. The Committee meets once per month, currently on the second Tuesday, from 2:30-
4:40 pm, at City Hall.   

Meeting day and time can be changed for the convenience of all Committee members. Should 
you have interest, contact City Manager Ty Lasher at 744-2451, ext. 217; Mayor Harold Smith at 
744-2650; or a City Council member. 

Bel Aire Breeze




