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State and local
school board
ofycials break
ground on the
new USD 259
high school
and K-8 school
Oct. 25 at 53rd
North and Rock
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show support, a pair of seniors at
Sunrise is organizing a walk to
raise money to help Roberts in

I

By The Breeze staff

initially had planned a walk to
raise money to help people in
the African nation of Zambia get

On Sept. 24, McLouth High

School football player Trevor his recovery. fresh water, but the focus of the Road in Bel
Roberts _Suff{ered a compound Kip Wedel and Kayla Beck- event changed when they heard Aire. Part of the
fracture in his lower left leg dur-  ham are hosting the walk Nov. of Robertsd situation. $370 million

ing a game in Bel Aire against
Sunrise Christian Academy.

As a result of the injury,
Roberts had to have the leg am-
putated just above the knee. To

fiwe think it should be a
pretty good turnout,0 Wedel said.
For more information on the
walk for Roberts, contact Sunrise

at 744-9262.

13 at Sunrise, 5500 E. 45th
North.

Wedel said registration for the
walk will start at 8 a.m.

Wedel said she and Beckham

bond issue, the
schools are ex-
pected to open
in 2012.

Matt Heilman
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By Matt Heilman

Bel Aire Council members attend ;
. ;  Alre d y -
Bel Aire Council 711 25 meeting of A.LARM heid 06 ﬂ"

The yrst Bel Aire council and Mayor Bill Brookhouser stand
for a photo with former Kansas Attorney General Robert

Stephan at a Sedgwick County meeting in Derby in 1981.
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The City of Bel Aire has managed
to stay apoat despite its land debt, and
there are positive signs pointing to an
improving economy. However, selling
land remains the citybs top priority and
will be so for the foreseeable future.

With increasingly larger interest
payments staring Bel Aireds future in
the face, the city candt afford much
delay in seeing a return on vacant lots.
& A At the Oct. 19 city council meeting,

\ i . Mayor Harold Smith discussed the
> L possibility of Bel Aire hiring a market-
\ z : ing professional, brought on with the
/f o v sole purpose of selling land.
Smith acknowledged it was dif-
f : g \ ycult to think about bringing on more
A 1 R ' burden to the cityfs budget, but said
|45 . AR that having someone dedicated to sell-
' | 34 T s e ing land could ultimately result in a
g f i | (8 { oo | SRl signiycant payoff for Bel Aire.
& | 1 . N The Oct. 19 meeting was an op-
. . . ‘ portunity for Smith to ylI the coun-
. ; i cil in on his thoughts. The primary
: | | L / questions regarding how much money
‘ . ¥ 4 would be needed to hire someone
to assist with land sales and where
money would come from to pay for
the hire have yet to be answered.

While no formal action was taken
and therets likely a lot more discus-
sion necessary before the city would
hire someone to help sell land, the
council agreed that Bel Aire must be
proactive.

Council member Gary Breault said
the council should do some homework
and ynd out how much it would cost
the city to contract someone to market
and sell land. Dave Sly agreed that
contracting would likely be the best
option if the city ynds a way to make
a hire.

Smith said the city also needs to do
more planning on debt management.
Before former Assistant City Manager
Matt Stiles left his position at City
Hall, Smith said Stiles did well show-
ing land income and costs as separate
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CITY OF BEL AIRE MAYORS
1980 - 2001

Horokd Smith, Lyle Ackerman, Gory Oed!

Back Row: Bl Brockhousec Dale Wolle

Front Row: Charles Eaton,

Bel Aire Mayor Harold Smith has served his current position before. In addition to being one of six mayors in Bel Aire in 30
years, Smith has served on the city council.

By Matt Heilman

he City of Bel Aire is ready to cel-
ebrate its 30th birthday, and it has
plenty to celebrate.

Looking back to Nov. 26, 1980, a lot
has changed. Pastureland has turned into
developments and what once was consid-
ered nothing more than a housing develop-
ment on the fringes of Wichita is a viable,
tax-collecting, self-governing community.

Several individuals who saw Bel Aire
win a yght for incorporation from the City
of Wichita in 1980 are still around to talk
about it today.

Among the group that played a part in
shaping Bel Airefs early history is a pair
you can ynd at City Hall & Mayor Harold
Smith and utilities clerk Betty Martine.

Smith was a council member on the
cityds second city council.

This summer, when discussing Bel
Airets growth, Smith looked back on
the cityts three-decade history and said
a sense of community is something city
leaders fihave worked on for a long time.o

While the citybs current ynancial state
had some residents thinking it would be
easier to be part of Wichita before the y-
nalization of the 2011 budget this summer,
current city leaders have fought to keep

that sense of community alive.

The biggest challenge the council faced
during the 2011 budget process was ynd-
ing a way to keep city services without
drastically raising taxes.

Restructuring land debt payments, the
city made it through. While there are a lot
of difycult decisions ahead for Bel Airets
leaders, the worst may be behind them.

fiThere was never really doubt in my
mind we would keep going,0 Martine said.

Martine has lived in Bel Aire since the
mid-1970s. She began working part-time
for the city in 1980 and has held a full-

See HISTORY, Page 2

items in the city budget.

Smith said the city needs to think
about how it will use proceeds from
land sales. He pointed out that the
obvious purpose of land proceeds is to
pay off interest payments.

However, he said that for interest to
be reduced, Bel Aire must also pay off
the principal cost of land.

Smith said Bel Aire needs to
develop a strategy to determine how
much land sale proceeds should go
toward interest payments and how
much should be dedicated to paying
off the principal.

Council member Dave Austin said
that Bel Aire is fiat a real crossroads,0
and voiced support of hiring someone
dedicated to selling land for the city if
funds become available.






