PO Box 120 • 210 W. Main
Valley Center, KS 67147

Breeze
The Bel Aire

January 2017

PRSRT. STD.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 10
VALLEY CENTER, KS
67147

Vol. 11, No. 12

Complimentary copy

City investigates water complaint
By Taylor Messick

On Dec. 6, KAKE-TV News
aired a story about an understandably upset Bel Aire citizen
named Ron Pitschman, who said
he has dealt with sediment in his
water for the last few years.
Pitschman showed cameras
how the faucets in his home

put out an undesirable water
stream that contained visible
black specks. He said he uses
filtered water from his refrigerator to drink, but that the filters
get expensive and he still has to
deal with the dirty water when
showering, brushing his teeth
and cooking.
Bel Aire city manager Ty

Lasher initially told KAKE
News the problem was possibly
worsened by a recent water main
puncture that was made by a
contractor digging in the area.
He said this water main is only
used by a handful of residences
in Bel Aire and that they were
likely the only ones who would
be affected.

Lasher said that this particular
water line is an old one that came
from the Wichita wells near Park
City and fed the old water tower
near Sunrise. The new water
tower is fed straight from Park
City so only a few remaining
residences are still connected
directly to the old water line
used by Pitschman. Lasher also

said Wichita is now planning to
rebuild the intersection of 45th
Street and Hydraulic, which
means this old line will likely
be torn out and those residences
still using it will be attached to a
newer line.
After doing some further

See WATER, Page 2

Courtesy photo

Noah Costello (center) as Adam rehearses
the song “Sobbin’ Women” in preparation
for the upcoming performances of “Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers.”

The city hosted the Bel of the Ball father-daughter dance in June. The event also served as a
fundraiser for Beauties and Beasts dog rescue.

Bel Aire says
farewell to 2016
By The Breeze staff

F

or some, it can’t
end quickly
enough. For
others, 2016
could tarry as
long as it wants.
For many, it was an
emotional roller-coaster,
leaving some wondering
if they could get off. The
highs and lows seemed
extreme.
A lot has been accomplished. There’s a lot left
to do.
A recap of the past 12
months provides the context and motivation this
community needs to move
forward.

January

City leaders voiced
their opinion about a property tax cap implemented
by the Kansas Legislature
in 2015. Though watered
down in subsequent action, the cap basically puts
a restriction on how cities
increase property taxes,
requiring a public vote if

the increase is larger than
the corresponding increase
in consumer price index.
City council members debated whether to
increase recreation fees
during a workshop. Some
council members were
opposed to the proposal to
increase fees, while others
called the request reasonable. The council also
discussed a proposed 2
percent cost-of-living annual raise for city employees. Some council members opposed the idea.
It was a battle of the
badges at City Hall as the
Red Cross hosted a blood
drive. Bel Aire residents
could choose whether they
were donating for the fire
department, EMS or law
enforcement.
The city council approved the issuance of $8
million in industrial revenue bonds for an apartment complex expansion
at Broadstone Villas on
Lycee Drive near Northeast Magnet High School.
The bonds will be used to
construct 60 units, bringing the total to 108.

February

The city council turned
down a proposal to implement a 2 percent cost-ofliving annual raise for city
employees.
The city council
approved the issuance
of $2 million in industrial revenue bonds for the
construction of Mindcure Behavior & Wellness Center, an inpatient
psychiatric care facility, in
the Sunflower Commerce
Park. The first phase of
the project was to include
14 two-bed rooms and a
staff of eight to 10.
A Kechi woman was
killed in a wreck at K-254
and Webb Road. Brenda
T. Petrey was killed when
she attempted to drive her
vehicle north across the
highway and was struck
by an eastbound vehicle.
A Bel Aire resident was
the winner of a $1 million prize in the Kansas
Lottery’s Holiday Millionaire Raffle. The winner
remained anonymous. She
bought the ticket at Jumpstart 2 in El Dorado.

Local teen
earns lead
role in
musical
‘Seven Brides’ this month

By Taylor Messick

Taylor Hoffmann, a student at Sunrise Christian
Academy, was a regional
winner in a state-wide
“If I Were Mayor” essay
contest sponsored by the
League of Kansas Municipalities. Hoffman won a
$125 cash prize and was
recognized at the state
capitol.
Catholic Care Center
in Bel Aire announced it
would work with the city
to develop and enhance resources for senior citizens
in the community.
The city council
approved a $3,300-permonth contract with
OneSource Technologies
to provide services for the
city. The company, which
is based in Derby, will
provide the city with all of
its information technology
needs. From 2007 to 2013,
the city spent between
$19,000 and $80,000 per
year on tech support and
went through a major system crash in September.

Noah Costello, a Bel Aire resident, is a big
part of a Wichita after-school theater arts program called Christian Youth Theater. He will
play the lead role in the group’s upcoming production of “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.”
The Costellos are originally from Valley Center but have lived in Bel Aire for about 12 years.
Noah’s mom, Michelle, was involved in music
theater growing up and said she always hoped
it would be something her kids would enjoy.
She now has six kids, and all of them have been
involved with CYT.
The Costellos home-schooled their children
and found Bel Aire to be a safe and friendly community. Michelle said the proximity to Wichita
also allowed the children ample opportunities to
get involved with a number of organizations such
as CYT. Noah said the organization is what gave
him the opportunity to learn about theater.
“I’ve gotten to study theater through the
classes that CYT offers,” said Noah. “My sisters
were involved from the first year of CYT (in
Wichita). So I tried it out and ended up getting
hooked. I’ve been a part of CYT for six years
and this will be my tenth show and my second
lead role; the first (lead role) was Frank Butler in
‘Annie Get Your Gun.’”
CYT is a nationwide organization, but the
Wichita chapter was started in 2009 by director
Linda McGinness. The program is for kids ages 5
to 18 and offers classes in-house, as well as helping to connect students to local theater arts teachers operating independently. They perform three
shows a year and can have up to 90 performers
in a production. CYT currently includes around

See 2016, Page 4

See MUSICAL, Page 6

March

City recognizes community and staﬀ

who is a 2017 Rhodes Scholar.
Rhodes Scholarships are given to
On Dec. 20, Bel Aire council
32 people each year by Oxford
had a fairly small agenda and took University and are one of the
the opportunity to show recogni- most prestigious scholarships in
tion and appreciation to some
the world. These scholarships
folks in the community.
promote civic-minded leadership
The council honored Bel
among young people with moral
Aire resident, Shegufta Huma,
force of character and instincts to
By Taylor Messick

lead.
Huma attended the University
of Kansas as a political science
major. At Oxford, she will look to
earn master’s degrees in refugee
and forced migration studies and
public policy. This will prepare
her to follow her passion of working towards helping the global

refugee crisis.
The city also recognized municipal court Judge Gregory Keith
for his nearly nine years of service
to the city of Bel Aire. Keith was
recently elected to the juvenile
court judge position formerly
occupied by Dan Brooks. The
council also voted unanimously

on Dec. 20 to appoint former city
prosecutor of eight years, Terry
Beall, as the city’s municipal
court judge for 2017.
In another showing of appreciation to city staff, the council
unanimously voted to approve
See CITY, Page 2
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PEOPLE HIGHLIGHTS
Taylor Lee, of Wichita,
has been named an ESU
Ambassador for 2017.
ESU Ambassadors has
a long history of service
to the university and
strives for excellence in
everything from campus
tours to E-Zone to Senior
Week.
Lee is a freshman sociology major.
†††
Jordan Plank, of
Wichita, was one of 36
student-athletes from
all 15 of Emporia States
University’s intercollegiate sports named as a
2016-17 Earl W. Sauder
Athletic Scholar. Those
student-athletes were
honored Nov. 28 during
the annual luncheon at the
Sauder Alumni Center.

Plank, a senior major- grade below a C.
ing in elementary educa†††
tion, competes in baseball
Christopher Stadler
for ESU.
and Mary-Katherine
Swanson, both of Wichita, were named to the
Cynthia Webster, of
Wichita, has been named Dean’s Honor Roll for
to the President’s list with the fall 2016 semester at
Kansas Wesleyan Univera perfect 4.0 grade point
average for the fall 2016 sity in Salina. Full-time
students with a semester
semester at Graceland
grade point average beUniversity in Lamoni,
tween 3.25 and 3.74 with
Iowa.
no incompletes are listed
†††
on the Dean’s Honor Roll
Thomas Warner, a
at the end of each semesWichita native, was
ter.
named to the fall 2016
†††
semester Dean’s list at
Anna Raab, a sophoBelmont University in
more creative writing
Nashville, Tenn.
major from Wichita, was
Eligibility for the
among approximately 490
Dean’s list is based on a
minimum course load of students from Bob Jones
University in Greenville,
12 hours, a grade point
S.C., named to the fall
average of 3.5 with no

2016 semester President’s
The President’s List
List.
recognizes students who

earn a 3.75 or higher
grade point average.

DEATH
CAROLYN SCHWARZ

Theological Seminary in
Enid, Okla. She was working on her doctorate from
the Lexington Theological
Seminary in Lexington,
Ky. She was a minister
at several locations while
living in Virginia.
She was preceded in
death by her parents;
brother Terry Bueker;
maternal grandparents
Delmer and Elsie Sloan;
and paternal grandparents
William E. (Ethel) Bueker
and Irene (Harry) Tryon.
Survivors include her
husband; son and husband The Rev. Dustin and

Nathan Parsons-Schwarz,
Springfield, Va.; daughter
Marlene (John) Plumley;
grandchildren Andrew and
Daniel Jones, Edgewater,
Md.; sister Jan Bueker,
Wichita; and aunts Pat
Osburn and Lois Bueker.
Memorial service was
held Dec. 6 at the First
Christian Church, Newton.
Burial was at Restlawn
Garden of Memories,
Newton. Memorials to
the Pine Valley Christian
Church, First Christian
Church or Camp Tawakoni.

service) or 11 (traditional
service), with Sunday
school at 10 a.m., at 4533
E. 61st North in Kechi.
Caregivers support
group meets at 7 p.m.
the first Monday of each
month.
Men’s Bible Study at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Bingo at 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month.
Our pastor is Greg Reed.
Find us at www.KechiUMC.org and “Like” us
on Facebook. The church
phone number is 744-1221.

risensaviorwichita.net.
Contemporary Sunday
worship service is at 8 and
10:30 a.m. Communion is
on the first and third Sunday. Adult Sunday school
and Bible class meet at
9:15 a.m. Children’s church
is at 10:30 a.m. A nursery
is provided during both the
Bible class and the second
service.
Lifetree Café is a conversation café, a place and
time for people to gather
weekly to experience stories and talk about thoughtprovoking topics relating
to life and faith. They meet
Thursdays at 1 p.m., with
lunch at noon, at the community building, 316 E.
Clay, in Valley Center.
Risen Savior Preschool
classes for 3- to 5-year-olds
are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9 to 11:45
a.m. Please contact Michelle Peshek, director/lead
teacher, with questions at
atmichellep@risensavior.
net or call the church office
at 683-5538.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon.

Jan. 9 and 13. Topic is The
Spirituality of Mark the
Monk.
Women’s Bible Study
Group will meet at 10 a.m.
Jan. 13 and 27. Topic is
Thirty Steps to Heaven.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
Upcoming Holy Days
are: Jan. 6, The Epiphany;
Jan. 17, Saint Antony; Jan.
21, Saint Agnes; and Jan.
25, Conversion of Saint
Paul.
In January, fasting on
all Wednesdays with fasting and abstinence on all
Fridays.
For more information,
call 734-6248, go online at
www.saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.com or email
inquiries to jflora@cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Father Basil
Anderson is the deacon,
and James Finneran is the
reader.

The Rev. Carolyn Sue
Schwarz, 60, of Bel Aire,
died Dec. 1, 2016. She
was the senior minister
at Pine Valley Christian
Church in Wichita.
She was born Nov.
27, 1956, in Newton,
the daughter of Imogene
M. (Sloan) and James
F. Bueker. She married
Kenneth Schwarz on June
18, 1988, in Newton.
She earned a bachelor of
arts from Wichita State
University and a master
of divinity from Phillips

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at
53rd North and Hillside,
across from Wichita
Heights High School.
Services are at 9 a.m.
for contemporary, 10:15 for
Sunday school and 11 for
traditional. Communion is
offered at all services.
For more information
about the church and its activities find the church online at www.christ-lutheran.
org, or call 744-1242.
Chad Langdon is the
pastor of Christ Lutheran
Church.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
Day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses
are 8 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
and at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. James F.
Weldon is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel is located at the corner
of 45th North and Arlene.
Please call Amy Smith

at 323-2819 with any questions.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is located at 5531
E. 37th North in Wichita
KS 67220-2037. The
church phone number is
686-0208.
Our pastor is Jim Rackham and youth pastor is
Brandon Morrow.
Sunday Worship is at
9:30 and 11 a.m. and a
nursery is provided.
Our Wednesday Study
Groups include adult studies, youth and AWANA.
They all meet at 6:30 p.m.
Please join us for the
service of your choice.
Fairmount United
Church of Christ
Visit the church at 1605
Fairmount in Wichita, one
block south and one block
east of 17th North and
Hillside.
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m., which includes
children’s church. Sunday
school begins at 9:30 a.m.
For more information,
call 682-1597 or visit at
www.fairmountuccc.org.
Steve Bridwell is the
minister.
Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N.
Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday
services are 10 a.m. and 6
p.m. Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday. Praise and
worship is at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday. The first Saturday evening of each month
are youth activities.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.

Water

concerned that it’s something from (Pitschman’s)
house or on his end.”
Lasher said other resiContinued from Page 1
dents were questioned and
investigation, Lasher
they don’t use filters and
reported to the city council have no complaints about
on Dec. 6 that the issue is
their water. The city has not
not coming from the city’s had a chance to go inside
end.
Pitschman’s residence and
“We inspect our water
investigate, but officials
for drinkability all the time said the problem is possibly
and everything was fine,”
from the pipes or water
said Lasher. “We couldn’t
heater in the home. Lasher
figure out the sediment and also said the city would like
thought this time it could
to continue trying to work
be from the water line that with Pitschman to find the
was broken. The staff went source of the issue so it can
out to four various locations be resolved.
along 45th and pulled water
“We feel much better
out of the outside faucets.
knowing that the neighbors
There was no sediment
over there aren’t having
found and that led us to be any problems,” said Lasher.

City
Continued from Page 1

holiday bonuses. A budget
surplus of $21,000 allowed the city to give $300
holiday bonuses to full-time
employees and $150 bonuses to part-time employ-

ees. Two additional days off
for the holidays were also
approved for employees.

Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist Church
Greenwich UMC, at the
edge of Wichita, is a traditional, family church that
serves all ages. Sunday
worship is at 9 a.m. Life
Studies study group for all
ages is from 10 to 10:30
a.m. Sunday.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for
prayer and fellowship.
United Methodist Women
meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
and also host a church
brunch quarterly. Special
events are announced on
the church sign, Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to
our mailing list or email
shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic
Riding Center, Wichita
Children’s Home, to name
a few.
The church is located at
5500 N. Greenwich Road,
about one mile south of K254 and five miles north of
21st North.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. We
would love for you to come
join us Sunday. Feel free to
call anytime 744-0203.
Kechi United Methodist
Sunday worship is at
9:03 a.m. (contemporary

LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint
is located at 400 S. Abilene
in Valley Center.
Sunday worship service
and Kids Church are at
10:30 a.m., with Life
University/Sunday school
for all ages at 9. There are
no regular Sunday night
service. For special activities, see our website, www.
lpcag.org.
On Wednesday evenings, Launch children’s
program meets at 6:30 p.m.
Velocity Student Ministries
for youth meets at 7 p.m.
Adult small groups meet
throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thurman. Call 755-2331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
The church is at 6770 E.
34th North, Wichita. Phone
number is 683-5538. The
church is online at www.

“I want our citizens to
understand that we’re taking this very seriously and
it appears to be localized to
(Pitschman’s) house. None
of our users have anything
to be worried about.”

purpose of acquisition and construction of a commercial facility (amount of $1,500,000) by a
unanimous vote.
•Accepted an ordinance authorizing Bel Aire to issue taxable IRBs, Series 2016 (Midwest
Sunflower, LLC) for the purpose
of acquisition and construction
In other business, the counof a commercial business facilcil:
ity (amount of $1,000,000) by a
•Accepted
Appropriations
unanimous vote.
Ordinance 16-23 in the amount
•Approved an ordinance auof $382,659.66 by a unanimous
thorizing Bel Aire to issue taxable
vote.
residential rental facility revenue
•Heard a presentation from
bonds, Series 2016 (Broadstone
Jeff Richardson of Crown III ReVillas II Project) for the purpose
alty on WABA research related to
of acquisition and construction
new housing in Sedgwick County.
of an affordable housing resi•Held a public hearing to give
dential rental facility (amount of
property owners and other in$8,000,000) by a unanimous
terested parties the opportunity
vote.
to speak on the FY 2016 Budget
•Accepted the FY 2016
Amendment.
amended budget as published by
•Approved an ordinance aua unanimous vote. Amendment is
thorizing Bel Aire to issue taxable
due to the addition of three new
IRBs, Series 2016 (Sunflower
funds: land bank, storm water
Property Partners, LLC) for the
and solid waste. No additional ex-

encouraged the city to consider a
local insurance agency when the
time comes to renew the city’s insurance policy next year.
In other business, the coun•Established a public hearing
cil:
at the Jan. 3 city council meeting
•Approved the consent agenda at 7 p.m. on the proposed issuand Appropriations Ordinance 16- ance of IRBs for Empire Wall Sys24 in the amount of $750,951.86 tems, Inc. by a unanimous vote.
by unanimous votes.
•Accepted
an
ordinance
•Heard from Curtis Zerr, a lo- adopting the recodification of orcal insurance salesman and active dinances for Bel Aire by a unanicommunity group member. Zerr mous vote.

•Announced that Mayor David
Austin’s State of the City presentation will be Jan. 3 at 6:30 p.m.
All members of the council
were present. There were two executive sessions taken for a total
of 35 minute. No binding action
was taken.

St. Michael’s Orthodox
Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City. It is a congregation of
the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of
North America.
Sunday Adult class
resumes Jan. 8 with An
Exploration of the Song of
Songs.
Men’s Bible Study
Group will meet at 7 p.m.
penditures are being incurred.
•Approved a bid from Mies
Construction in the amount of
$958,440.43 for street paving
and storm water improvements in
Phase 1 of Deer Run by a unanimous vote.
•Accepted an agreement with
Union Pacific Railway for the installation of crossing signals,
flashing lights with gates at the
crossing on Greenwich and 53rd
Street by a unanimous vote.
•Approved a temporary access
/ construction easement from
Breault, LLC to allow the city access to remove dead trees along
the drainage ditch and floodway
by a unanimous vote.
•Accepted a temporary access
/ construction easement from
the Northfolk Homeowners As-

Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-Day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information,
go online at www.godscloset.com or on Facebook. For
God’s Closet, call Veronica
Jenkins at 778-0474..
Send your church’s
upcoming events
and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.
sociation to allow the city access
to remove dead trees along the
drainage ditch and floodway by a
unanimous vote.
•Approved an ordinance concerning the amendment of Chapter 18 of the city code in connection with zoning regulations by a
unanimous vote.
•Accepted a second addendum to the real estate sales contract with Zimmerman Properties,
LLC by a unanimous vote.
•Approved a letter of intent
from Empire Walls by a unanimous vote.
All members of the council
were present. There was a 20
minute executive session followed by an additional ten minute
executive session. No binding action was taken.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Recreation
BOYS BASKETBALL

For ages 5 through 11. Games begin
Jan. 7. Registration deadline has passed
but some openings are still available.

YOUNG REMBRANDTS

Provides children wtih comprehensive art literacy that will serve them
well, not just at the drwaing teable
but in school an into adulthood.
Young Rembrandts is held from 5 to 6
p.m. every Monday. Register online at
www.youngrembrandts.com.

WICHITA HEIGHTS
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

For boys ages 11 through 14 and girls
ages 11 through 15. Regstratopm
deadline is Feb. 18. Restrictions apply;
please call for more information.

COED INDOOR SOCCER

For boys and girls ages 4 through
11. Games will be played Saturdays
beginning March 4. Practices will be
set up by coaches weeknights beginning the week of Feb. 20. Registration
deadline is Feb. 11.

TAEKWONDO

Ages 5 and up. Classes meet from 5

to 6 p.m. Mondays and Fridays or
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays

and Thursdays. These are great
classes for beginners to black belts.

YOGA

Classes are from 6 to 7 p.m. Mondays
and Wednesdays. Participants must
provide their own yoga mat. Teens and
adults can join at any time.

LINE DANCING

Line dancing benefits the entire body. It
can help you lose weight, improve balance and coordination, increase muscle
and bone strength, and the best part
— it’s FUN! Monday and Friday afternoon classes are held in the Community
Room at City Hall.

FITNESS CENTER

For ages 16 and up. Consists of elliptical cross trainers, treadmills, recumbent bike, multistation weight machine
and free weights. There is no charge
for pass holders. The center is available with the purchase of a daily pass.

SENIOR AEROBICS/CHAIR
EXERCISES
The senior aerobics class meets from 9
to 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Chair exercise
is at 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Fridays.
You can join at any time.
For more info about any Bel Aire
recreation programs, call 744-2700.

Community Events

Jan. 2 — City ofﬁces closed, New Year’s Day
Jan. 3 — State of the City, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 3 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 4 — Bel Aire Chamber of Commerce meeting, noon
Jan. 10 — City Council workshop
Jan. 16 — City ofﬁces closed, Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 17 — Utility Advisory Committee, 4 p.m.
Jan. 17 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 19 — Planning commission, 6 p.m.

Bel Aire Seniors
All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior
Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check out
with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

Weekly Events

Bel Aire Walkers — M-F, 8-9 a.m. at the Rec Center (indoors & climate
controlled).
Line Dance Class — Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 p.m., Community Room
Yoga — Mondays & Wednesdays, 6 p.m. at the Rec Center (monthly fee)
Chair Exercises — Tuesday & Fridays, 10:30 a.m., at the Rec Center
Bridge Games — Tuesdays, 1 p.m. at the Senior Center
Scrapbook Class — Tuesdays, 1 p.m., Community Room
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesdays, 9 a.m. at the Rec Center
Braum’s Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m. on North Rock Road

Monthly & Special Events

Jan. 2 — Senior Center closed for New Year’s Day.
Jan. 3, 8:30 a.m. — Breakfast out.
Jan. 4, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time.
Jan. 5, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center.
Jan. 6, 6 p.m. — Pitch, Senior Center.
Jan. 9, 11:30 a.m. — Lunch out.
Jan. 11, 9:30 a.m. — Quilting Bee, Senior Center.
Jan. 11, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center.
Jan. 16 — Senior Center closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Jan. 17, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out. Call Anita 744-2840 for information.
Jan. 18, 10 a.m. — Men’s coffee, Braum’s.
Jan. 18, 10:15 a.m. — Senior aerobics brunch.
Jan. 18, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center.
Jan. 18, 2 p.m. — Women’s coffee, Braum’s.
Jan. 20, 6 p.m. — Pitch, Senior Center.
Jan. 27, 9 a.m. — Foot Care, Hermes Health. 260-4110 for appointment.
Jan. 23, 12:30 p.m. — Covered dish dinner and program.
Jan. 25, 9:30 a.m. — Quilting Bee, Senior Center.

Bel Aire Christmas
Open House

PAGE 4 JANUARY 2017 • BEL AIRE BREEZE

Mayor’s
corner
By David Austin
The holidays are a
wonderful time to look
back with gratitude and
to celebrate the coming
year with optimism and
enthusiasm. That is my
plan in my home, at my
job and as your mayor.
I can hardly believe it is
2017 already, but here we
are, ready or not.
What a great year we
have had here in Bel Aire
and I’d like to wish each
and every one of you a
happy and blessed New
Year.
So who keeps New
Year’s resolutions? Not
as many people as you
might think. More than 80
percent drift apart from
their resolution by the
end of January. I’d like to
think of our city plans as
resolutions, but we will
keep them. Many of these
plans or resolutions were
decided this fall when
we published our 2017
budget.
Much has been said
about the budget — no
mill increase for the fifth
year in a row and road
improvements along with
provisions to continue to
lower our debt load are all
part of our resolution.
This spring, your city
council will go over information compiled by staff
and prioritize road improvements that will begin
in May. How is that for
something to get excited
about for 2017?
I’ve heard from a few
of you about the condition of 53rd Street and I
have personally driven
it myself and understand
those concerns. The three
miles between Oliver and
Webb were completed a
few years ago, and bus
traffic and construction
trucks have certainly taken
its toll.
This March, we plan
to repair the section from
Rock to Webb roads. That
is one I know for certain
will be completed in 2017.
We can all also look
forward to more Christmas lights and holiday
decorations. Some have
already popped up along
Woodlawn and Central
Park Avenue.
New mobile app
— The city unveiled its
new website this summer
and I am happy to report
that our mobile app is now
available for downloading on all iPhones and
Androids, which is how
a large majority want to
connect with City Hall.
Once the app is downloaded, you have the option
to sign up to receive city
notifications, get information on available city
services, file a report or
leave a comment for city
staff. This app enables you
to get all the information
you want and need about
Bel Aire.
I’ll close by again
wishing each and every
one of you a very happy
and blessed New Year.
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Santa visits City Hall

Taylor Messick

Santa made an appearance for the little ones at an open house at Bel Aire City Hall on Dec. 20. The event included cinnamon rolls, hot chocolate and goodie bags.
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April

Sen. Carolyn McGinn
will have a challenger for
the August primary for
Kansas Senate District 31.
Renee Erickson, a Republican from Walton, filed
for election.
The Bel Aire Police Department’s Senior Patrol
was looking for candidates
to be part of the program,
which acts as additional
eyes and ears for the
department. A member of
the four-person patrol was
stepping down.
The city council approved undertaking a
comprehensive survey of
residents as part of a process to develop a master
plan for growth and development. The survey would
seek to determine priorities of the city’s residents.
Residents enjoyed a
spring festival at the Bel
Aire Recreation Center.
The event included kite
flying and bubble soccer
for the kids.

Bel Aire was named a
“happy” city by Zippia,
an Internet-based career
resources organization.
Bel Aire was ranked No. 3
in the state based on education levels, unemployment rates, commuting
distances, cost of living,
marriage, home ownership
and poverty rate.

June

The fallout over
overcharging sewer bills
in Bel Aire continued as
city leaders faced pointed
accusations. Sunrise
Christian Academy, which
was one of nine customers overcharged for sewer
service between 2003 and
2007, called for the resignation of Betty Martine, a
city council member who
was the former clerk and
did the billing. Former
Mayor Gary O’Neal came
to Martine’s defense, saying she was merely doing
her job.
A Survivor Tree was
planted at he Sedgwick
County fire station on
Woodlawn near 45th in
Bel Aire. The tree was a
seedling from the 40-foot
Survivor Tree still growing near the former Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City,
which was destroyed in a
domestic terror attack in
1995.
Bel Aire was named a
Playful City for the fourth
time by the KaBOOM!
Organization.

in sales tax on the purchase of four guns, which
were falsely represented to
be used by the police department. He faced up to a
year in federal prison and
a fine of up to $100,000.
Daily was chief from 2006
to 2013, when he resigned
because of health issues.

August

Putting an end to the
months-long controversy,
the city agreed to refund
each of the customers
that were overcharged for
sewer service between
2003 and 2007.
Bel Aire continued to
grow. According to newly
released population figures, Bel Aire grew from
7,284 residents in 2014
to 7,435 in 2015. In two
years, the city grew by
519 residents, making it
one of the fastest-growing
cities in Sedgwick County.
Residents and city
council members expressed concerns about
street flooding in the city
in light of heavy summer
rainfall. Mayor David
Austin said the city is
looking at drainage studies.
The Bel Aire Recreation Center hosted a
British soccer camp. Players from Great Britain,
sponsored by Challenger
Sports, taught young players during the weeklong
camp.

one of the safest cities
in the state, according
to SafeWise, a home
security company. Bel
Aire was third-safest in
Kansas in 2014, up from
eight the previous year.
The rankings are based
on FBI crime data, tracking violent crimes and
property crimes.
RETAIN held its regular dog wash fundraiser
at Heartland Animal
Hospital. The organization provides spay and
neutering services as well
as pet food for families
in need.

October

The city council approved plans for a storage
facility at 45th and Woodlawn. Some neighbors
objected to the proposed
development, saying it
would increase traffic and
possibly create an eyesore
and stormwater drainage
problems. Mayor David
Austin said the storage
facility was attractively
designed. He said it
would be nice to have a
development on the empty
property.
Residents of five
residential neighborhoods
voiced their displeasure
over new special assessments the city was adding
The city council apto their properties. The
proved extending an
assessments were for
agreement with Proviimprovements in certain
dence Realty LLC to be
areas of the Elk Creek,
the exclusive marketing
Rock Spring, Wolff, Tierra
agent for city-owned lots
Verde South and Lycee
in The Village in Central
Heights subdivisions.
Park. The council wanted
FedEx in the Sunflower
to see more of its lots beFormer police chief
Commerce
Park in Bel
ing sold.
John Daily received
Aire
hosted
a one-year
A Bel Aire man was
The city hosted the first probation and was fined anniversary celebration
sentenced to prison for
Bel of the Ball father$1,000 when he was
and brought in the No. 11
securities fraud. Dennis D. daughter dance at City
sentenced after pleading NASCAR race car to atBailey pleaded guilty to
Hall. The event drew
guilty to theft of public
tract attention. The chassis
one count of felony securi- dozens of fathers and
funds, a federal misdeof the car is one actually
ties fraud, was sentenced
daughters. It was a benefit meanor.
driven by Denny Hamto 61 months in prison and for Beauties and Beasts
The city council aplin in his win at Phoenix
ordered to pay $875,000 in dog rescue.
proved industrial revenue International Raceway in
restitution.
Former police chief
bonds for Tierra Webb, a 2012.
The city opened its
John Daily pleaded guilty surgical recovery center
brush site for the seato theft of public funds in near 47th and Webb, and
son and a steady line of
connection to a firearms
for infrastructure imresidents took advantage, sales case. The charge is
provements in the Chapel
bringing their trucks and
Despite sluggish sales,
a federal misdemeanor.
Landing residential subtrailers to dump tree limbs Daily was accused of fail- division.
the city council apand shrubbery.
ing to pay a total of $303
proved another year-long
Bel Aire was named
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agreement with Crown
III Realty to market The
Park and The Landing
in Central Park. Some
council members were
dissatisfied with the
progress. The extension
was approved by a 3-2
vote.
Christina Costello of
Bel Aire portrayed Mary
Poppins in Christian
Youth Theater of Wichita’s production of the
Disney classic.
Bel Aire hosted a
Fall Festival. The event
included games, a petting zoo, food trucks
and a car show. It was at
the Bel Aire Recreation
Center.

December

Shegufta A. Huma, a
student at The University
of Kansas, was named a
Rhodes Scholar She is
from Bel Aire. Rhodes
Scholarships provide
all expenses for two or
three years of study at
University of Oxford in
England. She plans to
study refugees and forced
migration as well as public policy.
Plans to construct an
upscale storage rental facility near the northwest
corner of 45th and Woodlawn were cancelled.
City officials said the
developer cited concerns
about recently constructed facilities close to the
proposed site.
Incumbents Carolyn
McGinn and Steve Huebert were re-elected to
the Kansas Legislature,
beating their Democratic challengers. Also
re-elected to the Senate was Republican Ty
Masterson in District 16.
In the House, Republican
Chuck Weber won reelection to District 85.
The Bel Aire Lions
Club had its annual
“Taste of Italy” fundraiser, which featured an
Italian dinner, an auction
and music by Northeast
Magnet High School
students.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Dec. 13 — Officers Gibson
and Forman were dispatched to
a motor vehicle accident involving three vehicles with unknown
injuries at the intersection of
45th and Farmstead.
Dec. 13 — Officer Roney
responded to the Catholic Care
Center where a woman reported
that her Vera Wang purse was
taken from her apartment. The
woman said she last saw her
purse on her kitchen table.
Dec. 12 — Officer Steele
responded to a call regarding
an auto theft report at Granite
Transformations. After contacting the calling party he found
that a white utility trailer was
taken Nov. 25. The reporting
party said there was video surveillance recording.
Dec. 12 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
and headlamp out in the 6400
block of East 53rd North. The
driver presented a Kansas Instructional Permit. A passenger
in the car was the driver’s 16year-old brother. The father of
the boys was called to retrieve
the vehicle. The driver was
given a verbal warning for the
defective headlight and cited for
speeding and driving in violation
of restrictions.
Dec. 12 — Officer Steele
took a call from a Wichita police
officer regarding a runaway from
Bel Aire. The officer told Steele
the juvenile ran west from 2929
N. Rock Road. Officer contacted
the biological aunt and guardian
of the juvenile subject and took
information for a report.
Dec. 11 — Officer T. Davis
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4200 block of North
Oliver. The driver, Mercedes Fergus of Wichita, was arrested on
charges of DUI, speeding, failing
to maintain a single lane of traffic and no proof of insurance.
Dec. 10 — Officer Steele
checked a residence in the 4000
block of North Edgemoor. The
residence was vacant. Officer
and Bel Aire public works conferred regarding the residence.
Public Works had discovered
water running from the residence. After entering the vacant
residence, Steele noticed that it
appeared to be in an extreme
state of disrepair and an extreme state of uncleanliness.
Steele contacted Bel Aire Zoning
staff, which assisted with the investigation.
Dec. 9 — Officer Trumbull
assisted Kechi on a domestic
violence call.
Dec. 9 — A woman reported
being at Sunrise Academy when
her husband showed up making a scene. The wife said that
she is in the process of getting
a divorce from her husband and
he is not happy about it. The
wife said her husband keeps
calling her phone and texting.
The wife was instructed that if
she feels like her husband is a
threat that she needs to go to
the courthouse and get a protection order. She said that she
was instructed by her attorney
not to do that.
Dec. 9 — Officer Webb was
dispatched to assist the Sedgwick
County Sheriff’s Office with the
report of an active wrong-way
driver on K-254. He was advised
there was a silver passenger car
traveling west in the eastbound
lanes and had just crossed
127th Street. While responding
to the area Webb was advised
the vehicle had turned south on
Webb. He caught up to the vehicle and attempted to stop it.
The driver was slow to react to
emergency lights and sirens and
slowly came to a stop on East
49th. Webb detained the driver
till a Sedgwick County Sheriff’s
Deputy arrived on scene to take
custody of the driver and to
work the case. The driver was
later arrested on a charge of
DUI. The suspect’s name was
not available.
Dec. 8 — Officer Webb
was dispatched to Comcare in
about a juvenile who had been
dropped off there. Officer took
the juvenile into protective custody as a child in need of care
and transported him to the
Wichita Children’s Home.
Dec. 7 — Officer Roney responded to an officer-in-trouble
call at Dillons where an off-duty
Wichita Police Department officer was assisting the Dillons
loss prevention staff who were
engaged in a physical altercation with two males at 37th and
Woodlawn. Roney found one
male was in custody. One of the
loss prevention staff members
approached and said that the

second male took off running.
Roney knew the second individual and went to the Taco Bell on
37th. He took him into custody
and transported him back to
Dillons where he was identified
by the victims and the security
camera footage. Roney transferred custody of the arrestee
to Wichita police. He was later
booked into the Juvenile Intake
and Assessment Center on two
counts of simple assault, one
count of assault on a law enforcement officer, and one count
of battery for throwing a decorative ceramic snowman at the
loss prevention staff.
Dec. 6 — Officers were dispatched to a residence in the
4000 block of North Clarendon
for a child refusing to go to
school. Officers found the foster mother failing to care for the
14-year-old foster child. The foster child was removed from the
home and the Kansas Department for Children and Families
was contacted.
Dec. 6 — Officer Steele took
a report of identity theft in the
4400 block of North Stratford
Lane Circle. The victim provided
documents related to unsolicited
credit cards through Chase and
GoBank. The reporting party
was given information on how to
file a Federal Trade Commission
identity theft report.
Dec. 6 — Officer Trumbull
received a call at the Bel Aire Police Department from an unidentified female who said that on
Dec. 4 she observed two males
acting suspiciously around her
neighbor’s residence. The caller
said she and her husband were
inside their vehicle in their driveway talking and turned on the
headlights to the vehicle. When
the headlights came on, the two
males quickly walked away from
the area and reappeared around
the side of the caller’s house.
The caller said she then observed one of the males urinate
on her fence and then depart
the area in a white vehicle.
Dec. 6 — Officer Roney took
a report from a woman who received a packet from Citi Banc
containing two unactivated Visa
cards. One had the woman’s
name on it and the other had a
different name on it, However,
the card numbers were identical
otherwise. The woman stated
that she contact Citi and was
advised that someone had applied for a credit card using her
information and later had tried
to redirect the cards the Hilliard,
Ohio. The reporting party filed a
claim with Citi and Transunion
and there does not appear to be
any other uses of her information or credit at this time. The
Citi cards were collected and
submitted as evidence.
Dec. 5 — Officers Toomey
and Roney were dispatched to a
disturbance at a residence in the
4000 block of North Clarendon.
A foster parent stated that she
wanted a foster child removed
from the residence because she
was being aggressive and she
was afraid of her. The foster
parent could not describe any
aggressive behavior besides the
14-year-old foster child raising
her voice while stating that she
did not want to leave the residence and run errands with the
foster mother. Roney advised
the foster mother she needed to
contact the child’s case worker
regarding the placement. Roney
spoke to the foster child. After a
few minutes, the child decided
she would go with the foster
mother to run errands.
Dec. 4 — A man called Bel
Aire police concerned that his
mother was going to harm herself in the 6800 block of East Rodeo Court. Officers spoke with
the mother who said she never
said she was going to kill or harm
herself. The woman was upset
because her son would not let
her see her grandchildren.
Dec. 4 — Officer T. Davis
stopped a vehicle for speeding
and running a stop sign in the
4500 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver, William G. Perry, was
arrested on a charge of DUI and
other traffic charges.
Dec. 4 — Officers Forman
and Steele arrested an individual for a Bel Aire warrant and two
Wichita warrants. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Dec. 4 — Officer Gibson observed a silver Jeep Liberty with
its flashers on in the 6500 block
of East 45th North. While pulling

in behind the Jeep, which was
off of the side of the road, officer observed debris from what
appeared to be an accident as
well as the front bumper hanging off of the vehicle along the
driver’s side. The driver of the
Jeep reported being struck by
a truck that did not stay at the
scene.
Dec. 2 — Officer Trumbull
was dispatched to a collision in
the 4500 block of North Greenwich. One driver was cited for
inattentive driving
Dec. 1 — Officer Steele responded to a fraud call at the
station. A representative from
the Kansas Department for Children and Families Adult Protective Services needed to report
possible fraud involving a senior
citizen who may have early signs
of dementia. The representative
reported the man may have lost
of as much as $3,000 from his
bank account and believed the
man had been making the purchases from adult websites. Officer contacted the man to check
his welfare.
Dec. 1 — A woman reported
an unknown person used her
debit card to purchase an Iphone for over $600 without her
permission.
Dec. 1 — Bel Aire resident
reports that sometime in the last
two months he lost his handicap
placard at the downtown Hyatt
in Wichita. The man was unable
to provide what day or where it
may have come up missing.
Nov. 29 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 3900 block of North Oliver. The driver was cited for the
speed and driving in violation
of restrictions on her learner’s
permit. The driver was given a
written warning for the broken
driver’s side mirror. The driver’s
mother arrived on scene and retrieved the vehicle. The mother
was issued a citation for allowing an unauthorized minor to
operate a motor vehicle.
Nov. 28 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for an expired
tag in the 4400 block of North
Westlake Court. The driver was
issued a notice to appear in
court for no proof of insurance,
expired registration and driving
with a suspended license.
Nov. 28 — Officer Steele responded to a report of a mailbox
knocked over in the construction
zone in the 5200 block of East
37th.
Nov. 28 — Officer Toomey
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 6600 block of East 45th
North. The driver was cited for
speeding and driving with a suspended license.
Nov. 27 — Officer Steele
responded to the 4300 block of
North Eagle Lake Court to check
for a person who had a warrant
through Bel Aire. Robert G. Rogers of Bel Aire was arrested on
a warrant.
Nov. 27 — Officers responded to a call of about 10 people
fighting in the street in the 5800
block of East Clarendon. The call
was soon changed to shots fired.
Witnesses said a group of people
were fighting at the intersection
of Odessa and Clarendon. While
one vehicle was leaving the area
three to four shots were fired
into the air. Residences and vehicles in the area were checked
and no damage located.
Nov. 26 — Officer Webb was
dispatched to the report of a vehicle stuck on the railroad tracks
at 53rd and Greenwich. Officer
saw a blue 1997 Ford F150 highcentered on the railroad tracks.
The driver, Michael Bradley Warren of Ark City, was arrested on
a charge of DUI.
Nov. 26 — Officers went to
the 5600 block of North Lycee to
check for a wanted suspect who
had a bench warrant through
Bel Aire Municipal Court. Jonathon H. Barber of Bel Aire was
arrested on a warrant.
Nov. 26 — Officer Steele responded to a call of a runaway
in the 5600 block of East Denise.
The calling party reported that a
10-year-old child yelled that she
was running away before she
left the residence. The woman
reported that her foster child
had been found at 45th and
Woodlawn.
Nov. 26 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for faulty taillights in the 5200 block of North
Greenwich. The driver was cited
for driving with a suspended
license and for no working tail-

lights.
Nov. 26 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 5100 block of North
Woodlawn. The driver was cited
for the speeding and driving in
violation of restrictions on his
driver’s license. Officer contacted the driver’s father, and had
him come out to the scene to retrieve the vehicle. He also contacted the passenger’s mother
who gave him permission to release her son to the driver’s father. The driver’s father arrived
on scene and stated he was unaware his son was driving and
was under the impression the
passenger had been operating
the vehicle.
Nov. 25 — Officer T. Davis
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4200 block of North Oliver. The driver was arrested on
a warrant. The suspect’s name
was not available.
Nov. 25 — Officers responded to the report that someone
was trespassing and about to
break into a residence in the
4100 block of North Oliver. Officers discovered that the resident
of the home noticed the woman
in their backyard. She had rocks
in her hands. The resident reported that the woman from
the backyard had been a partial
owner of the residence, but that
ownership was now in probate
court. The woman was transported to her home in Park City.
Nov. 25 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 5200 block of North Oliver.
The drover was cited for driving
with an expired license and no
proof of insurance. He was given
a written warning for the speeding and a verbal warning for a
faulty instrument panel.
Nov. 23 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
and running a stop sign in the
4200 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was arrested on a
charge of reckless driving. The
suspect’s name was not available.
Nov. 23 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for failing to
stop at a stop sign at 45th and
Webb. Officer found a glass
marijuana pipe/bong and a
small silver spoon/scooping device in the vehicle. The driver
was issued a citation for failure
to stop at a stop sign and driving in violation of restrictions.
A second individual in the car
was transported to the Juvenile
Intake and Assessment Center
where he was booked on charges of possession of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Nov. 23 — A woman went to
the Bel Aire Police Department to
report a fraud. The woman said
she received a check in the mail
from a person she believed to be
a person she was familiar with.
The woman said the person
contacted her via her Mary Kay
website requesting to purchase
some items. The person asked
the reporting party to deposit
the check and send the remaining funds to her daughter’s doctor for treatment. The address
to where the shipment was to
be sent was discovered to be
an open field behind the Butler
County Adult Detention Facility.
After some investigation, it was
found the check was not authentic. Officers checked the tracking
number on the original envelope
and discovered the package
originated in Anoka, Minn.
Nov. 23 — Officer Forman
was dispatched to take a report
of criminal threat associated
with domestic violence in the
4100 block of North Edinburg
Circe. Officer found no threats
were made. The two people
were having difficulty setting up
visitation times for Thanksgiving
in regards to their daughter.
Nov. 23 — Officers were
dispatched to a suspicious vehicle with two individuals inside
in the 4700 block of North Elk
Creek. Officer Trumbull arrived
in the area and located the suspect vehicle departing the area.
Officer stopped the vehicle. During the investigating a considerable about of paraphernalia was
found in the car. The passenger
was issued a notice to appear
in court for possession of drug
paraphernalia. The driver was issued a notice to appear in court
for possession of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Nov. 22 — Det. S. Davis

stopped a vehicle for failing to
stop at a stop sign at 45th and
Woodlawn. The driver was issued a notice to appear in court
for having no driver’s license and
failing to stop at a stop sign.
Nov. 22 — Officers were
dispatched to the 5000 block of
East Willow Point for a domestic disturbance. The disturbance
was only verbal between a man
and a woman. The woman left
the residence to “cool off” for a
while.
Nov. 22 — Officers went to
a home on Odessa to attempt to
locate the suspect in a domestic battery. They contacted the
victim of the previous assault
who stated the suspect was not
there. The officers saw that the
injuries she received from the
previous battery had turned
purple. Officer Roney retrieved
his camera and took additional
photographs of the woman’s
injuries. The officers continued
to investigate and located the
suspect at another location. He
was arrested and transported
to the Sedgwick County Adult
Detention Facility and booked in
on charges of domestic battery
and criminal damage to property. The suspect’s name was not
available.
Nov. 22 — Officers were
dispatched to a non-injury vehicle accident involving two vehicles in the 3800 block of North
Woodlawn.
Nov. 21 — Officers received
the call of a disturbance in the
6000 block of East Clarendon. A
father called to report his adult
son was “acting crazy.” Officer
T. Davis arrived on scene and
made contact with the father
as the son slept on the sofa in
the living room. The father said
his son was refusing to take
his medications and was acting
weird and saying weird things.
The son said he was upset by
his parents making loud noises
in their bedroom while he was
trying to sleep.
Nov. 21 — While working
special traffic enforcement for
Click it or Ticket, a silver car was
observed speeding in the 4700
block of North Oliver. The driver,
Jason Rivas of Wichita, was arrested on Wichita warrants.
Nov. 21 — Bel Aire Police
were sent to a verbal argument
between a man and a woman in
the 6900 block of East Odessa.
Officers found there was no
physical contact between the
two. The male later returned the
residence and there was another verbal altercation. The male
head-butted the female over her
left eye. The woman received
a large lump and swelling. The
woman said she was pushed to
the ground causing her to land
and hurt her right elbow. The
woman had dirt and stains on
her shirt from the ground. The
male fled the scene to avoid police.
Nov. 20 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4900 block of North
Greenwich. The driver was cited
for speeding and driving without
an interlock ignition device.
Nov. 20 — Officers were
in the area of 37th and Oliver
when they heard the screech
of tires and a collision. A white
Jeep Grand Cherokee struck a
green Honda Accord. The driver
of the Honda Accord had turned
in front of the Jeep Grand Cherokee. The driver of the Honda
was cited for failing to yield the
right of way.
Nov. 19 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for an illegal
license plate in the 7900 block
of East Caribou Place. The driver
said she purchased the vehicle
four months ago and has not
registered it yet. The woman
was cited for driving with a
suspended license, failure to
register vehicle and no proof of
insurance.
Nov. 19 — Officer T. Davis
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4100 block of North Oliver. The driver was arrested on
a charge of DUI. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Nov. 19 — While conduct-

ing stop sign enforcement at
45th and Oliver, Officer Roney
observed a silver Cadillac DeVille traveling north without a
functioning
passenger
side
headlight. Officer discovered
and seized a marijuana grinder,
digital scale and rolling papers
with marijuana residue on them
as well as a clear capsule with
what appeared to be THC oil.
The driver of the vehicle was
taken into custody and booked
into the Sedgwick County Adult
Detention Facility on charges
of possession of marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia,
and on a Wichita warrant. The
suspect’s name was not available.
Nov. 17 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4800 block of North
Webb. The driver was cited for
speeding, driving with a suspended license and no proof of
insurance.
Nov. 17 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for an expired
registration in the 4600 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver was
cited for driving with a suspended license, expired registration
and no proof of insurance.
Nov. 16 — Officer Roney
was contacted at the station
by a woman who reported that
her brother-in-law was making
threats on Facebook toward her
husband. The woman said that
she is fearful. Officer advised the
woman how to apply for protection-from-stalking order at the
Sedgwick County Courthouse.
Nov. 15 — Officer Roney
was contacted by an Andover
police officer who stopped an
individual with a Bel Aire warrant. Officer met with the officer
and took custody of the person.
The arrestee was booked into
Sedgwick County Adult Detention Facility and given a court
date. The suspect’s name was
not available.
Nov. 15 — Officer Trumbull
was dispatched to the call of a
found adult female in the 5900
block of East 37th North. The
reporting party said he found
an elderly woman walking west
37th in a construction zone. The
reporting party escorted the
woman into the Tree Top Nursery and called for assistance.
Officer was able to contact the
woman’s daughter and got her
back home.
Nov. 14 — Police were sent
to check on a coyote in a backyard in the 7400 block of East
Summerside. Officers did not
find the coyote. The area immediately to the south of this row
of new housing is all wooded
land. Officer Toomey spoke to
the homeowner, who assured
officers he would not shoot the
coyote.
Nov. 13 — Graffiti was
found in the upstairs boy’s bathroom of Northeast Magnet High
School at 5550 N. Lycee. No suspect information was available.
Nov. 13 — Officers were
called to Isely School at 53rd
and Woodlawn in reference to
an out-of-control child. Foster
parents needed the child to be
taken to Comcare, but felt unsafe doing so on their own. The
child was transported to Comcare, then to St Joseph hospital
for an evaluation.
Nov. 13 — Officer Gibson
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4900 block of North
Oliver. The driver was cited for
driving with a suspended license
and speeding.

Ryan‛s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258

CLASSIFIEDS
17 Homes for Sale
311 N. Ash, Valley Center.
Move-in ready 2 bedroom, 1
bath. Well maintained including
new roof, carpet, paint, 2-car
carpots. $78,900. Steve Jacobs.
Birkshire Hathaway PenFed Realty. 316-210-6219.

18 For Rent

House for rent. 2 bedroom,
1 bath, basement, stove,
refrigerator, dishwater, washer/
dryer hookups, central heat and
air, carport and fenced yard. No
pets. $675 month, $300 deposit.
755-1439
For rent in Valley Center. 2
bedroom duplex with one bath,
carpeting, central heating and A/
C. Kitchen equipped with stove
and refrigerator. Washer/dryer
hook ups. Convenient location.
No pets. 393-7151.

20 Help Wanted

20 Help Wanted

20 Help Wanted

Cracker Barrel is
currently hiring for the
following positions:

• Full- and part-time
grill cooks
• Part-time servers,
hosts and cashiers
Fun working environment
Nights & weekends a must

Apply in person at
995 E 61st St N,
Park City KS

316-744-8080

Advertise here
Alan 755-0821

25 Day care
Little Disciples Daycare. Licensed day care has one fulltime opening starting Jan. 4,
2017. Ages 18 months and up.
Call Kim 744-8506.

Subscribe to The Ark Valley News — Call 755-0821
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Unit checks
on oﬀenders

they found that two offenders had moved and not
reported their new address,
never lived at the address,
or had given an address
On Dec. 21, the
Sedgwick County Sheriff’s that did not exist. Offenders that fail to register or
Office Offender Regisgive false or misleading
tration Unit conducted a
information may be charged
verification sweep at the
homes of 153 registered sex through Sedgwick County
District Court with felony
offenders in the northnon-compliance of offender
ern portion of Sedgwick
registration.
County, including north
Registered offenders in
Wichita. Ten sheriff’s depuKansas
are required under
ties and three officers from
the Wichita Police Depart- state statute to register with
their local sheriff’s office
ment were involved in the
every three months and are
verification sweep.
required to provide their
Deputies and officers
went to locations offenders home address. The offender’s information is entered
had given as their home
address to verify they lived into the Offender Watch
Program accessible to the
there. During the sweep,

public through the Sheriff’s in Johnson, Finney and
Sedgwick counties.
Office website.
— The Breeze staff
Citizens may search the
website for offenders.
— The Breeze staff

Musical

transition was a result
of the combination of
the encouraging family
atmosphere of CYT, his
teachers and more experience.
“I’m very close with
my mom,” said Noah.
“Having her around is
really encouraging, just
knowing I can talk to her
at any point if I need to.
It does become a family experience because
everyone is very close
and connected; that’s one
of my favorite parts of
CYT. It makes it relaxing and encouraging and
relieves so much pressure. Everyone there is
on your side.”

involved,” said McGinness. “They’re part of the
sets, costumes and other
special activities we do.
Continued from Page 1
The kids get really close
200 students from schools in their relationships, but
spanning the Wichita
so do the parents. Somearea and beyond. Instead times, when we ask the
of sticking to one locaparents to put in 20 hours,
tion, the group changes
their eyes pop, but by the
locations often and offers time they’re done they see
classes and rehearsals by how it has affected them.”
utilizing various churches
This aspect of the
in the area.
organization has helped
One unique feature of Noah. When he first
the organization is the
auditioned at the age of
willingness and encour12, he was so shy and
agement to get parents
nervous that he locked
involved. McGinness said himself in a bathroom.
this helps CYT create a
Fast-forward six years
family environment by
later and Noah is earning
having parents and their
feature roles. He said the
kids work on productions
together.
“We’re really different than some companies
because our parents are

Massage Therapist

Steve Willms
Lic. #2759

M-F 10-6 pm, Sat. 10-3 pm

By appointment only

arkvalleynews.com

316-393-0652 | 316-755-3438

racing, team roping, and
bull riding.
Tickets are available in
the Hartman Arena Box
Office starting.
The Super Spectacular
Circus will be at Hartman
Arena in Park City Jan. 19.
Tickets are now on sale.
The PRCA ChampionThe circus features
ship Rodeo is coming to
Ringmaster Steven Best,
The Kansas Highway
Park City’s Hartman Arena the Flying Cortes, acrobats,
Patrol released preliminary Jan. 27 and 28. Professional contortionists, the Hudata from its Thanksgiving contestants from across the man Cannonball, Asian
weekend holiday activity.
nation compete in seven
elephants led by Catherine
events as they attempt to
The reporting period ran
Carden and tigers led by
qualify for the Wrangler
from 6 p.m. on Nov. 23
trainer Ryan Easley.
through 11:59 p.m. on Nov. National Finals in Las
Tickets — $18 for adults
27.
Vegas.
and $16 for children 12 and
During that timeframe,
Professional cowboys
younger — are available
the Patrol worked three
and cowgirls will compete at ticketmaster.com or the
fatal crashes, none of which in bareback riding, tie down Hartman Arena box office.
were alcohol-related. The
roping, saddle bronc riding,
— The Breeze staff
fatal crashes occurred
steer wrestling, ladies barrel

�ree fatal
crashes in KS

Rodeo, circus
at Hartman

Although Noah enjoys
“all aspects of theater,”
he said he currently does
not have plans to study
theater when he attends
Newman University next
semester. Noah said his
favorite aspect of per-

forming has always been
dance and he is currently
studying ballet. McGinness said “Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers” has a
great deal of dancing.
CYT will offer one
performance on Jan. 26

Burn becomes
grass �re

A call to 911 of a
building fire in rural Valley Center Dec. 3 turned
out to be a grass fire.
Fire crews from Valley
Center and Sedgwick
County responded to
the 9600 block of North
Woodlawn, where it
appeared a shed was on
fire. A controlled burn
got out of control and
caught nearby grass on
fire. Fire threatened a tin
shed, but it was not damaged.
— The Breeze staff

and two each on Jan. 27
and Jan. 28. All performances will take place at
Isely Traditional Magnet School in Bel Aire.
Tickets can be purchased
online at cytwichita.org
or at the door.

