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City shows support for apartment developer
By Matt Heilman

The City of Bel Aire is still in
support of the plans, but the project
hit a roadblock. On a four-acre tract
just north of the city’s new USD 259
high school near 53rd North and Rock
Road, Zimmerman Properties LLC, a
family-owned real estate development
company based in Springﬁeld, Mo., is
looking to build a 48-unit apartment
complex through the Low-Income

Housing Tax Credit Program.
The Bel Aire council approved the
developer’s plans in January, but Zimmerman Properties LLC was unable
to obtain the tax credit on its application to build the complex in the city.
At its Nov. 20 meeting, the council
approved a resolution of support
for Zimmerman Properties to submit another application to build the
complex, referred to as an affordable
housing community.

In January, Zimmerman Properties
development associate James McDonald introduced his business to the Bel
Aire council. McDonald said Zimmerman Properties operates in eight
states and has worked to develop
quality affordable housing through
the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit
Program since 1986.
In eight states, including Kansas, the company had developed 73
housing communities with a little

more than 4,300 units as of January.
Zimmerman’s work includes Valley Center’s Brookﬁeld Apartments,
which consists of 48 units.
The company also has units in
Haysville and Maize, Bel Aire City
Manager Ty Lasher said.
He said Zimmerman Properties
serves as its contractor and would be
able to pay all of its special assessments for infrastructure improvements.

In January, McDonald said the total cost for the development would be
about $5.2 million and Zimmerman
Properties wouldn’t seek any incentives from the City of Bel Aire.
On Nov. 20, Lasher said the developer would look to expand its plans
for affordable housing on four acres
neighboring its current property in Bel
Aire.
See COMPLEX, Page 5

Creative
scammers
target area
residents
By Matt Heilman

Matt Heilman

Local ofﬁcials break ground on the Sunﬂower Commerce Park in Bel Aire. The city is developing 155 acres of the 800acre park as “shovel ready.”

Open sign

City breaks ground on Sunﬂower Commerce Park

By Matt Heilman

Bel Aire is open for business. That was
the theme of a Nov. 5 ceremony where
city leaders ofﬁcially broke ground on
Phase I of its 800-acre industrial park
land, known as The Sunﬂower Commerce
Park.
The land, located between Webb and
Greenwich Roads and 45th and 53rd
Streets has transportation access that
makes it suitable for light industrial use,
the city said in a news release about the
Nov. 5 ground-breaking.
The access includes proximity to highway interchanges and Jabara Airport and
the potential to tap into rail access with
a Union Paciﬁc line running through the
acreage.
Of the 800 acres, the city is developing
the ﬁrst 155 acres as “shovel ready” with
infrastructure in place for companies to
begin building. Plans call for roads and
utilities in the ﬁrst phase to be completed
by the end of December.
“This is a great day for Bel Aire, and
we are excited to be moving forward with
shovel-ready land in our community and
in Sedgwick County,” Bel Aire Mayor
Harold Smith said. “We know how important speed is to companies in today’s

competitive world, and we are ready to
meet their needs. Bel Aire is open for
business.”
The ﬁrst tenant in Phase I of The Sunﬂower Commerce Park is planning to
start business in Bel Aire in January. Century Manufacturing purchased three acres
in July and is building a 36,000 squarefoot building to house manufacturing,
warehousing and ofﬁce space.
Century Manufacturing, which makes
acrylic and transparent plastic promotional materials, is making the short move
from the 3300 block of Webb Road to
The Sunﬂower Commerce Park to operate
in a smaller space with less overhead that
could allow the company to expand its
workforce.
On Nov. 5, Century Manufacturing
founder Jim Laubach thanked the City
of Bel Aire for catering to his company’s
plans.
“They have jumped through hoops to
get this thing ready to go,” Laubach said.
While not wanting to limit the potential of The Sunﬂower Commerce
Park, Smith said targeted industries
include such companies that work with
composites, research and development,
associated applied technologies, medical
technologies and warehousing.

It’s an ongoing concern that isn’t going away.
Scam artists are constantly looking for new victims
and it’s not always easy to stay out of their trap.
Recently, the problem was highlighted by three
cases reported to local police, two in Kechi and one
in Bel Aire.
On Oct. 25, Kechi Police Chief John Blevins told
the council about two recent phone scam incidents
that had been reported to his department. In one
incident, residents lost money. In the other, a resident caught on to the scam and refused to give up
personal information.
In the ﬁrst case, a couple was duped into wiring
money to the Philippines when a caller claiming to
be their grandson said he had traveled to the country where he’d been involved in a car accident.
The voice on the other end didn’t have a foreign
accent. He sounded like the Kechi couple’s grandson. He knew the couple’s names.
See SCAMS, Page 6

City signs
intent letter
with key
developer

“Really a wide range that ﬁt our community and bring jobs,” Smith said. “This
is Bel Aire’s contribution to the economic
development initiatives in the Wichita
metro.”
In preparing to break ground on
The Sunﬂower Commerce Park, city leaders worked closely with consultants and
engineers on developing a master plan for
the development.
Marlin Penner of John T. Arnold and
Associates is representing the property
for Bel Aire. Penner assisted in developing the master plan and will play a key
role in marketing the available lots along
with support from the Greater Wichita
Economic Development Coalition, Smith
said.
In Phase I, The Sunﬂower Commerce
Park is platted with three- to 15-acre lots,
which can be combined to make larger
tracts, the city said.
“The entire 800 acres is designed for
a variety of sizes with the potential for a
100-acre lot, if needed.”
Over the past eight years, Bel Aire
invested $12 million in infrastructure
and land on its industrial park property.
The city is selling the land at $25,000

The City of Bel Aire issued its letter of intent
to keep a key development on track that has been
more than four years in the making. City Manager
Ty Lasher said he hadn’t received any opposition
to the agreement that offers a compromise for a
source of frustration for developers.
At its Oct. 16 meeting, the Bel Aire council
heard some displeasure from a group afﬁliated
with the Tierra Verde development near 47th North
and Webb Road. The city issued about $5.5 million in industrial revenue bonds for the construction of the Concierge Surgical Recovery Center to
be the ﬁrst tenant of the development.
The group working on the project was frustrated with a $250,000 origination fee assessed
with the issuance of the industrial revenue bonds.
Tierra Verde developers Terrie Grillot and Paul
Cavanaugh said they didn’t’ know about the fee
until September.

See SUNFLOWER, Page 5

See CITY, Page 5

By Matt Heilman
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New citizens impressed with voting

Before we ﬁnally put the
2012 election to rest, I’d
like to bring up a neat story
I heard at the News ofﬁce
about a week-and-a-half after Heil
ballots were cast. On Nov.
on life
6, a retired couple just south
of Valley Center voted for
By Matt Heilman
the ﬁrst time as American
citizens.
for the holidays and won’t
The couple’s son-in-law,
likely return to the Wichita
Bill Wong, said the ﬁrst-time area until spring.
voters moved to the Wichita
While the attack ads and
area from the Philippines
heated debates rear the ugly
about 12 years ago. They be- side of politics in our councame American citizens three try, Wong said his mother
years ago.
and father-in-law had a posiInstead of spelling out his
tive experience with their
in-law’s ﬁrst names, Wong
ﬁrst voting opportunity in the
recommended we just call
United States.
them Mr. and Mrs. Abragan.
“They were very imIn his native country, Mr.
pressed at how civilized it is
Abragan held a prestigious
and the whole voting atmoposition as the ofﬁcer in
sphere,” Wong said.
charge of the Commission on
In the Philippines, presiHuman Rights. Mrs. Abragan dential elections are often acwas the dean of a Filipino
companied by violence and
music school.
reports of corruption. In their
Unfortunately, I haven’t
move to the United States
had the chance to speak with 12 years ago, Mr. and Mrs.
the new citizens.
Abragan joined their adult
Mr. and Mrs. Abragan
children who had already
returned to their homeland
made homes in the country

American citizens
for three years, Mr.
and Mrs. Abragan
(center and right)
got to vote in their
ﬁrst U.S. presidential election on Nov.
6. The couple’s sonin-law, Bill Wong,
also of Wichita, said
the retired couple
was impressed with
how civil the election process was.
Courtesy photo

and found work in the medical ﬁeld.
Their children include
Wong’s wife, Angie. Wong,
who moved to the United
States with his family from
Hong Kong in 1976, said
he met his wife at a dance
in 1996. They were married
about a year later.
The couple has one teenage son who is planning to
become a neurosurgeon.

Our country was founded
and built by hardworking
immigrants and it’s good
to see people from around
the world continue to ﬁnd
success and a better way of
life in the Great American
Melting Pot. I’ve said it
many times before and I’ll
continue saying it for as long
as it rings true.
We live in the greatest
country the world has ever

known. If you want a reason
to be proud to be an American, look no further than the
opportunities given to new
citizens and how much they
value the freedoms we too
often take for granted.

is the pastor.

fairmountuccc.org.

Community
Bible Chapel
The church is located at
4551 Auburn, south of 45th
North between Oliver and
Woodlawn, in Bel Aire.
Worship service and
breaking of the bread are at
9 a.m., with Bible study and
Sunday school at 10:30 on
Sundays.
Wednesday prayer and
Bible study are at 7 p.m.
For more information, call
Melvan Adair at 744-7091.

Gospel Assembly
Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver
in Bel Aire, service times are
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday.
Bible study is 7 p.m. Monday. Prayer service is 7 p.m.
Tuesday. Praise and worship
is 7 p.m. Wednesday.
Phone number is 7441502. Rev. Gary D. Green is
the pastor.

will be Dec. 1 in Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Purchase cookies and
candies by the pound and
goodies for Christmas gettogethers and gifts.
The Kechi Christmas
Basket Project will be Dec. 8
at 9 a.m.
Goodie baskets will be
put together for shut-ins and
those in need. Contact the
church office at 744-1221 to
help.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will be Dec.
24 at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Evening offering will help
fund ministries to the needy
in the communities.
The A.I.M. Class (Adults
in Ministry) will begin a new
Advent Bible study on Dec.
2. The class meets in the
parlor at 10 a.m. Newcomers
are always welcome.

currently in session for 3- to
5-year-olds from 9-11:45
a.m. Please call the church
office for details.
The church is located
at 6770 E. 34th North in
Wichita. The phone number
is 683-5538. www.risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon.
Associate pastor is Ron
Gloe.

Matt Heilman is a reporter for The Bel Aire Breeze.
Reach him at 755-0821 or
matt@arkvalleynews.com.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran Church
There are three different types of services every
Sunday. At 8:30 a.m., there
is a Contemporary Service;
at 9:45 a.m., a Kid Friendly
Service as well as Sunday
School for all ages; and at
11:00 a.m., a Traditional Lutheran Service. Communion
is offered at every service
every Sunday.
A variety of weekly and
monthly activities are offered
including Falcon Fellowship (Free lunch for students
at Heights High School
on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month), Youth groups,
Quilting, Choirs, and Men’s
Breakfast.
Find the church online
at www.christ-lutheran.org;
e-mail office@clc.kscoxmail.
com. Pastor Chad’s email is
pastor@clc.kscoxmail.com.
Call the office at 744-1242.
The church is located at
5356 N. Hillside (at 53rd
and N. Hillside, across from
Wichita Heights HS)
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is located at 4910 N. Woodlawn
in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s Day
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses are 8 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday; also at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school website
is www.resurrectionwichita.
com. Phone number is 7442776. Rev. James F. Weldon

Crossroads
Friends Church
Crossroads Friends
Church meets at Stucky
Middle School (on 45th
North between Hillside and
Oliver) at 10:30 a.m.
The church has Crossroads Kids and Crossroads
Cribs ministry areas. It has
contemporary music, relevant Bible teaching and a
laid-back, friendly atmosphere.
Pastor is Jeff Mullen. Call
the church office at 361-0407
or visit www.crossroadswichita.com.
Fairmount United
Church of Christ
The church welcomes a
new minister, Rev. Larry
Young.
Visit the newly renovated
building at 1605 Fairmount
in Wichita (one block south
and one block east of Hillside and 17th North).
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m. which includes
children’s church. Sunday
school begins at 9:30.
For more information, call
682-1597 or visit at www.

Greenwich United
Methodist Church
Sunday worship service at
9 a.m. Fellowship and coffee
follow the service.
Pastor Jeff Miller can be
reached at 744-0203.
Senior Day first Tuesday
of each month at 10 a.m.
United Methodist Women
meet the first Thursday of
each month at 1 p.m.
Movie night is the second
Saturday of each month at
6:30 p.m. A snack is served.
The church is located
about a mile south of K-254
on Greenwich Road. The
phone number is 744-0203.
Kechi United
Methodist Church
Kechi United Methodist
Church is located at 4533 E.
61st North. The phone number is 744-1221.
Rev. Guy E. Rendoff is
the pastor. Website is www.
kechiumc.org; Email is
kechiumc@sbcglobal.net
Worship services on Sunday morning are at 9:03 and
11 a.m. with Sunday school
at 10 a.m. During both worship services, children’s
church and a nursery are
offered.
The Annual Cookie Caper

Pine Valley
Christian Church
The church is located at
5620 E. 21st North. Sunday school is at 9 a.m. with
worship at 10:15. For more
information call 685-2421.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Contemporary Sunday
worship services at 8 and
10:30 a.m. Communion on
the first and third Sunday.
Adult Sunday school and
Bible class meet at 9:15 a.m.
Children’s church at 10:30.
A nursery is provided during Bible class and second
service. Wednesday evening
ministries are 6:30-8 p.m.
Our preschool is now
open. Enrollment continues
for our Monday/Wednesday/Friday Preschool class

University United
Methodist Church
The church is located
across from the Wichita State
University campus at 21st
and Yale.
Sunday activities include
adult and youth educational
classes at 9:15 a.m., traditional service at 10:30 and
youth group activities from 4
to 6 p.m.
E-mail uumc2220@uumc.
net; phone 686-6765. Rev.
Charles Claycomb is the
pastor.
Send your church’s
upcoming events
and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.

✝
Bel Aire
Breeze

Bel Aire
has many
reasons to
give thanks

During this season of
thanks, we appreciate many
things about the cities we
write about.
In Bel Aire, there was
plenty to be thankful for in
2012.
Bel Aire saw the grand
opening of its new schools
in the Wichita school
district. The new home for
Isely Elementary School at
53rd North and Woodlawn
and the new home for
Northeast Magnet High
School near 53rd and Rock
Road have helped to draw
interest to potential homebuyers in the Wichita area.
Neither school is open to its
full capacity, but that could
change in the next few years
as the city’s population
increases.
Bel Aire has a reason to
celebrate with the groundbreaking of its industrial
park property. The city is developing the ﬁrst 155 acres
of the 800-acre Sunﬂower
Commerce Park as “shovel
ready” with infrastructure in
place for companies to begin
building. Plans call for roads
and utilities in the ﬁrst phase
to be completed by the end
of 2012. The site has its ﬁrst
tenant in Century Manufacturing. The company,
which makes acrylic and
transparent plastic promotional materials, is building
a 36,00-square-foot building to house manufacturing,
warehousing and ofﬁce
space.
— The Bel Aire Breeze

The Bel Aire Breeze
Published monthly by Strunk
Publishing LLC at P.O. Box
120, Valley Center, Kan.
67147. Publisher: Chris Strunk.
Telephone:
316-755-0821.
Fax: 316-755-0644. E-mail:
legals@arkvalleynews.com.
The ofﬁce is located at 210 W.
Main, Valley Center, Kan.

Auctions with Action
We Make it Happen

Christ Lutheran
Church ELCA
Tradition with a Twist

8:30 • Contemporary Guitar
Service
11:00 • Traditional Service
9:45 • Adult learning
9:45 - Kid Friendly Service starting
Sept. 9th
Communion will be at all services.
“Come give us a try, you’ll like it”

5356 N. Hillside, Wichita

744-1242

Largest Watercraft Auction
in the Midwest —
1st Sat. of each month

6460 N. Broadway
Wichita KS 67219
(316) 744-9950
newcomauction.com

Deadline for January: Dec. 21
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Recreation

Bel Aire Seniors

5251 E. 48th North • www.belaireks.gov • 744-2700
Mon., Tue., & Thur. 8-8 • Wed. & Fri. 8-7 • Sat. 9-3
For more information on these or any Bel Aire Recreation Programs call 744-2700.
PRE-SEASON BOYS BASKETBALL CLINIC
Bel Aire Recreation has partnered with Brent
Atwater, a former collegiate player and
coach, to bring you several basketball clinics
and camps throughout the year. Atwater’s
programs stress the fundamentals of basketball
which make them perfect for kids of all ages
and skill levels. The basketball clinic will be
held Saturday, December 8th from 1:30-4 p.m.
Please call Brent at 807-1036 or visit www.
maximizetraining.com

6:00 pm or Tuesday & Thursday from
7:10-8:10 pm. These are great classes for
beginners to black belts.
YOGA
Classes are held on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 6:10-7:10 pm.
Participants need to provide their own yoga
mat. Adults can join at any time! Teens &
adults can join at any time!

BOYS BASKETBALL LEAGUE
Basketball is for boys ages 5-11. Practices
will be set up by the coaches on weeknights
beginning Dec, 17. Games will be played on
Saturdays starting Jan. 5. The registration
deadline has passed but a few openings
remain.

FITNESS CENTER
(ages 16 & up)
The Fitness Center consists of elliptical
cross trainers, treadmills, recumbent
bike, multi-station weight machine, and
free-weights. There is no charge for pass
holders, or it is available with the purchase
of a daily pass.

TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet on Monday & Friday from 5:00-

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Dazzling Dancers & Indoor Soccer

A $5 late fee will be charged to all sign-ups after the deadline.
For more information on these or any Bel Aire Recreation Programs call 744-2700

Community Events
TOPS – Tuesdays, 9 a.m. at the Senior Center
City Council Meetings – 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of every month
Dec. 8 – Red Hat Meeting, Brunch, call Anita for more info at 744-2840
Dec. 10 – 7 p.m. - Bel Aire Heights HOA meeting in the Community Room
Dec. 10 — 7 p.m - Central Park HOA meeting at the Senior Center
Dec. 18 – 4-6 p.m. - UAC Meeting at the Senior Center
Dec. 24 & 25 – Bel Aire City Oﬃces Closed

Bel Aire Holiday Open House
Hosted by the Bel Aire Lion’s Club
Sponsored by the Bel Aire Lion’s Club
and Bel Aire Area Chamber of
Commerce

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and Library area
is open from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. Monday through Friday excluding holidays. The library has a wide
selection of library books to check out at no cost nor time restraints, along with computers available for
study or research. Remember any senior can belong or attend to more than one senior center/club
in Sedgwick County.

Locations:

Senior Center/Community Room – 7651 E. Central Park Ave., 744-2451
Recreation Center – 5251 E. 48th St. N., 744-2700

Weekly Events:

Bel Aire Walkers – M-F, 8-9 a.m. at the Rec Center (indoors & climate controlled)
Free for BA Senior members, alternate times available
Men’s Coﬀee & Fellowship – Mondays, 10 a.m. at the Senior Center
Yoga – Mondays & Wednesdays, 6 p.m. at the Rec Center (monthly fee)
Bridge Games – Tuesdays, 1 p.m. at the Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics – Wednesdays, 9 a.m. at the Rec Center
Braum’s Breakfast – Fridays, 9:00 a.m. on North Rock Road
Arthritis Foundation’s Walk with Ease Program — Tues, Wed, Thurs, 8:12 a.m. at the Rec Center

Monthly & Special Events:
Oct. 15 – Dec. 7, Medicare Open Enrollment
Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m. – Potluck Dinner with the Gospel Assembly Church Youth Choir - Community
Room
Dec. 4, 8:30 a.m. – Breakfast – Jimmy’s Egg 7777 E. 21st North
Dec. 4, 9:30 a.m. – Jan from the Sedgwick County Extension Oﬃce, “Tiny Bites”, Senior Center
Dec. 5, 10 a.m. – Volunteer library work time at the Senior Center
Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m. – Zhanna Pataky – The Beneﬁts of Acupuncture, Senior Center
Dec. 10, 6 p.m. – Christmas Dinner - Children Choir from Church of Resurrection, Rec Center,
Call Vicki for reservations 744-1199
Dec. 11, 9 a.m. – CS Advisory Meeting at the Rec Center
Dec. 13, 10 a.m. – CS Program Committee Meeting at the Senior Center
Dec. 12, 10 a.m. – Open Sewing at the Senior Center
Dec. 17, Ladies Dine Out - for info call Anita at 744-2840
Dec. 18, 5:45 p.m. – Christmas Lights Tour, Reservation Required, Call 744-2451 ext 121, Meet
at Senior Center
Dec. 19, 10 a.m. – Men’s Coﬀee at Braum’s on North Rock Road
Dec. 19, 10:15 a.m. – Senior Aerobics Brunch (diﬀerent locations)
Dec. 19, 2 p.m. – Ladies Tea/Coﬀee at Braum’s on North Rock Road
Dec. 26, 10 a.m. – Open Sewing at the Senior Center
Jan. 7, 6:30 p.m. – Potluck Dinner, Cynthia Wilson,” Who Will Take Care of Mom?” — in the
Community Room

Chamber Member of the Month

Sunday, Dec. 2, Bel Aire City Hall 2-4 p.m.
Santa Claus will be taking pictures and giving out
candy with candy from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Gospel Assembly Youth Choir and Band
will perform at 2:15 p.m.
Punch and cookies will be served

Enroll for automatic bill pay

Never worry if you paid your utility bill on time again
with automated bill payments through the City. Each
month on the 5th, your checking account will be automatically debited for your current bill. All you need to do to
sign up is ﬁll out the ACH auto payment form available on
the City’s website, www.belaireks.gov, or come into City
Hall to ﬁll out the form and submit a voided check to the
Utility Clerk. Simple, easy, and you don’t have to worry
when the 10th rolls around if you paid the bill or not!

Sign Up Today For E-Billing!

Hate going to the mailbox in the cold or worrying about a
piece of mail being lost? Then sign up to have your Bel Aire
Utility Bill e-mailed to you. It will not only reduce the clutter
of paper on your kitchen counter, but will also save a tree or
two in the process. Go Green Today! Contact the Utility Department at 744-2451 ext. 132 or utilclerk@belaireks.gov to
sign up today!

City Council
Mayor Harold Smith
Dr. Gary Breault
Peggy O’Donnell
David Austin
Ken Lee

744-2650
744-0560
744-0250
744-7188
744-2047

“Pet Care from the Heart”
Gary Breault, DVM
William Breault, DVM
Michelle Rypma, DVM

Voted “Best Veterinary Clinic” for the past two years, Heartland
Animal Hospital serves the entire Wichita metro area with premium veterinary care for dogs and cats. We provide experienced,
expert diagnosis and treatment for all our animal patients in a
comfortable environment with lots of tender loving care. For all
your routine and emergency veterinary service needs, come to
the pet professionals at Heartland Animal Hospital! Heartland
Play & Stay offers lodging facilities for all sizes of dogs and cats
as well as dog daycare and pet grooming.

4100 N. Woodlawn
316-744-2043 (Hospital)
316-744-8160 (Play & Stay)

City Hall

Ty Lasher, City Manager ...........................................................................744-2451, ext. 217
Recreation Department ............................................................................................744-2700
Central Park Pool .....................................................................................................744-7331
Parks Department .....................................................................................................744-8609
Police • Emergency ........................................................................................................... 911
Non-emergency ......................................................................................................744-6000
Animal Control (Sedgwick County)..........................................................................660-7070
Public Works .............................................................................................................744-2888
Water/Sewer Emergency (after 5 p.m.) ...............................................761-6972 or 761-6973
Utility Billing .............................................................................................744-2451, ext. 132
(Waste Connections) ...............................................................................................838-4920
Hazardous Waste (Sedgwick County) ......................................................................660-7464
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North Sedgwick County voters support incumbents
By Matt Heilman

In north Sedgwick County
there weren’t many surprises
on the selections voters made
to represent them in Topeka.
In the Senate, Republican
Carolyn McGinn won her
third four-year term in District 31 with near-unanimous
approval. McGinn didn’t
face opposition on the Nov. 6
ballot, meaning the only way
for her to lose her seat would

have been overwhelming support for a write-in candidate.
McGinn essentially
secured the retention of her
Senate seat when she defeated Wichita businessman Gary
Mason in the August primary.
McGinn’s district includes
north-central Wichita, Bel
Aire west of Woodlawn, Park
City, Valley Center, Kechi
and Harvey County.
Republican Ty Masterson
also won without opposi-

tion to retain his Senate seat.
Masterson won a second term
in District 16, which includes
Bel Aire east of Woodlawn
and runs east into Butler
County.
In the Kansas House of
Representatives, Republican
Steve Huebert won his seventh two-year term in House
District 90, which runs near
Benton in the east to near
Mount Hope in the west and
includes Valley Center and

parts of northwest Wichita.
Huebert defeated his
Democrat opponent, Merry
Matthews, with more than
three-quarters of the votes
reported by Sedgwick County
ofﬁcials. Republicans Gene
Suellentrop in House District
91 and Steve Brunk in House
District 85 also won convincingly to continue their work
in Topeka.
House District 91
includes Park City, most

of Kechi and part of north
Wichita. Part of Bel Aire, east
of Woodlawn, is included in
the 85th district.
Democrat Roderick
Houston secured a win for
Democrats to represent
House District 89. In Topeka,
Houston will replace Democrat Melody McCray-Miller,
who did not seek re-election.
District 89 includes most of
Bel Aire west of Woodlawn
and part of northeast Wichita.

On Nov. 6, Houston won with
nearly two-thirds of the vote
reported by the county election ofﬁce over Republican
Emmanuel Banks.
On the key issues,
Wichita voters turned down
the option to ﬂuoridate the
city’s water. Although most
communities surrounding
Wichita use the city’s water,
only Wichita residents were
allowed to vote on the ﬂuoride question.

problems.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin
responded to a report of a suspicious character in the 3800 block
of North Parkwood. There were no
problems.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin received a report of a dog being attacked by an opossum in the 4000
block of North Clarendon. The dog
owner shot the opossum with a pistol.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer Steele discovered an open gate in the 6200 block
of East 37th North. There were no
signs of suspicious activity.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer Foxx tried to
locate a person in the 4100 block of
North Oliver. The ofﬁcer did not ﬁnd
the person.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle in the 4600 block of North
Rock Road. The driver was cited for
expired tag and driving while a habitual violator.
Nov. 15 — Lt. Griggs responded
to a residential alarm in the 5000
block of North Prestwick. The alarm
was deemed false.
Nov. 15 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin assisted EMS in the 4000 block of
North Woodlawn Court. A man was
taken to St. Francis.
Nov. 14 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a report of a missing
pistol from a vehicle in the 5200
block of East 44th North. The pistol owner later called and said he
found the ﬁrearm.
Nov. 14 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to a report of domestic
violence in the 4300 block of North
Edgemoor. Ofﬁcer served a person
with a protection-from-abuse order.
Nov. 14 — Ofﬁcer Swanson assisted Wichita police with a burglary in progress in the 7400 block
of East 32nd North. It was not a
burglary. It was changed to a domestic violence call.
Nov. 13 — Ofﬁcer Hutton discovered a speed limit sign was mission at Greenwich and 53rd North.
Ofﬁcer notiﬁed public works.
Nov. 13 — Ofﬁcer Hutton took a
report of a pre-paid credit card being hacked and $200 was missing.
The card company was contacted.
Nov. 12 — Ofﬁcer Hutton responded to a two-vehicle wreck at
45th North and Oliver. Minor injuries were reported. A passenger
was taken to St Francis with back
pains.
Nov. 12 — Ofﬁcer Hutton responded to a burglary at a new
home construction site in the 7400
block of East Summerside. Copper
wire, power tools and extension
cords were taken.
Nov. 12 — Ofﬁcer Hutton responded to a burglary at a new
home construction site in the 7400
block of East Summerside. Copper
ﬁttings and shutoff valves were
taken.
Nov. 10 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped a
vehicle for a defective headlamp in
the 5100 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was cited for canceled
driver’s license.
Nov. 10 — Ofﬁcer Steele discovered an open gate in the 6200 block
of East 37th North. There were no
signs of suspicious activity.
Nov. 9 — Ofﬁcer Mavia assisted
EMS in the 4200 block of North
Janesville. A man was not breathing
and was later pronounced dead.
Nov. 9 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to a report of a vandalism in progress in the 5500 block
of East 49th North. A resident said
teenage kids were throwing eggs at
her house.
Nov. 8 — Ofﬁcer Murphy took a
report of a resident receiving several unwanted phone calls in the
6600 block of Summerside. The
resident was provided a case number and contacted the AT&T Annoyance Call Bureau.
Nov. 8 — Ofﬁcer Steele stopped

a vehicle in the 3800 block of North
Hillcrest. The driver was cited for
driving in violation of restrictions.
Nov. 7 — Ofﬁcer Murphy took
a report of a runaway in the 6700
block of East 44th North Court.
Nov. 7 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin followed up with the runaway report
in the 6700 block of East 44th North
Court. The girl returned home. She
had stayed at a friend’s house instead of going to school.
Nov. 7 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a suspicious
character in the 6700 block of East
45th North. Ofﬁcer was unable to
locate the man who was said to be
riding a bike.
Nov. 7 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of domestic
violence in the 4800 block of East
Hedgerow. There was no physical
altercation.
Nov. 6 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin assisted EMS in the 6700 block of East
44th North. A woman was taken to
St. Francis.
Nov. 5 —- Lt. Griggs took a
report at the station of a vehicle
larceny. The incident occurred in
Wichita.
Nov. 5 — Ofﬁcer Hutton responded to a report of vandalism
in the 6300 block of Quail Ridge.
Three mailboxes were knocked off
their post.
Nov. 5 — Ofﬁcer Mavia assisted
EMS in the 6600 block of East 44th
North Court. A woman had fallen.
Nov. 5 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a trash dump
in progress in the 10300 block of
East 45th North. Ofﬁcer located the
trash dump — four large aluminum
air ducts — but not the suspect.
Nov. 5 — Ofﬁcer Mavia collected
evidence from a trash dump in the
10500 block of East 45th North.
Nov. 4 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a residential alarm in
the 4200 block of North Westlake
Court. There were no signs of suspicious activity.
Nov. 4 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a hit-andrun accident in the 4300 block of
North Bellmore. Both vehicles were
later identiﬁed. One driver was cited for inattentive driving.
Nov. 4 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a verbal argument in the 4600 block of North
Farmstead Court.
Nov. 4 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a lost adult
in the 3900 block of North Oliver.
The man was later found hiding
under his bed covered in blankets
and toys.
Nov. 4 — Ofﬁcer Steele responded to a report of a disturbance with
a weapon in the 4400 block of North
Edgemoor Court. A man reportedly
came to the residence with a knife.
No one was hurt.
Nov. 3 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to an alarm in the 3900
block of North Hillcrest. The business was secure and there were no
signs of attempted entry.
Nov. 2 — Lt. Griggs took a report
of a residence being in violation of
the city’s nuisance ordinance in the
5100 block of East Ashton Court.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcers Hutton and
Murphy responded to an alarm in
the 4300 block of North Rushwood.
The front door was open. While
checking for residents, ofﬁcers
found possible drugs and hypodermic needles in plain view. Ofﬁcers
later received consent to check the
residence and found drug paraphernalia. All items were seized

and booked in to evidence.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcer Mavia took a
report of a woman seeing a van
with two men in the 20s near the
bus stop for her daughter. The two
men had attempted to communicate with the woman’s daughter
or two other children playing in a
nearby backyard.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcer Mavia assisted
Kechi police and the sheriff’s ofﬁce
on a report of shots ﬁred in the
6600 block of North Hillside. Property owners were shooting a gun in
their ﬁeld.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcer Foxx responded to a report of a domestic violence disturbance in the 4300 block
of North Edgemoor. A woman said
she wanted to hurt herself. She was
taken to St. Joseph Hospital.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle for erratic driving in the
4600 block of North Oliver. The
driver, Tina Skupa, was arrested on
a charge of DUI.
Nov. 2 — Ofﬁcer Foxx responded
to a 911 hang-up call in the 4300
block of North Edgemoor. There
was phone trouble.
Nov. 1 — Ofﬁcer Murphy assisted EMS in the 4700 block of North
Hedgerow Court. A man was taken
to Wesley Medical Center.
Oct. 31 — Ofﬁcer Murphy took a
report of larceny in the 9700 block
of East 50th North. Fifteen rolls of
insulation, valued at $4,500, were
taken.
Oct. 31 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a residential alarm in
the 3900 block of North Harding.
The residence was secure. The
alarmed was deemed false.
Oct. 31 — Ofﬁcer Foxx took a report of a verbal argument between
two people in the 4200 block of
Eagle Lake Court. The disturbance
was over pit pull puppy.
Oct. 31 — Ofﬁcer Foxx discovered two burn piles in the 7200
block of East 45th North. There was
no burn permit for the area.
Oct. 30 — Lt. Griggs took a report of a person receiving a scam
letter in the mail. The letter was
accompanied by a $3,500 check,
asking the receiver to send the
company $3,200 so the check can
be cleared to cash and the receiver
could win $250,000.
Oct. 30 — Ofﬁcer Moyer responded to a report of a verbal argument in the 4300 block of North
Edgemoor. The argument was over
a laptop that a roommate took in
response to the other roommate
taking a cell phone. Both agreed to
return each other’s property.
Oct. 30 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to a report of an unknown
accident in the 5300 block of East
37th North. It was a two-vehicle accident with no injuries. A driver was
cited for following too closely.
Oct. 30 — Ofﬁcer Foxx observed
a truck parked in the 4400 block of
North Edgemoor with a decal that
didn’t belong to it. The vehicle’s
owner said he didn’t know how the
decal got on the vehicle. It was removed by the ofﬁcer.
Oct. 29 — Lt. Griggs took a
report that the blue whale playground equipment at the Bel Aire
Park had been broken off its spring
and thrown into the middle of the
park. Ofﬁcer reported that this is
an ongoing problem and that city
maintenance had no plans to replace the whale.
Oct. 29 — Ofﬁcer Steele discovered an open door at Sunrise Christian Academy. There were no signs

of suspicious activity.
Oct. 28 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of a suspicious
character in the 4500 block of Fritillary Court. A vehicle was parked
in front of a resident’s house with
its lights on. The vehicle owner was
at a nearby residence and said he
forgot to turn off the lights.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer Murphy took
a report of a group of people conducting a 5K run on city property.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer Murphy assisted the ﬁre department in the 4200
block of North Westlake. A woman
needed help getting off the ﬂoor
and into her wheelchair.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer Murphy
stopped a vehicle for speeding and
failing to maintain a single lane in
the 4000 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was cited for no driver’s
license in possession and no insurance.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to check the welfare of a
resident in the 6700 block of East
45th North. The resident was confused and wanted the police to
help her understand the process of
checking out of the facility.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to a report of domestic
violence in the 4300 block of North
Rushwood Court. No one was hurt.
Oct. 27 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle for a defective tail light in
the 5000 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was cited for having no
driver’s license in possession and
no proof of insurance.
Oct. 26 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a non-injury accident in
the 5300 block of North Greenwich.
A driver was cited for driving left of
center and improper passing.
Oct. 26 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a possible injury accident in the 6300 block of East 53rd
North. One of the vehicles was a
USD 259 First Start bus. No one
was taken to the hospital.
Oct. 26 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to an alarm in the 6500
block of North Danbury. There was
no emergency.
Oct. 26 — Ofﬁcer Foxx took a report of someone driving a Blazer by
a residence and taking pictures in
the 5500 block of East 45th North.
Oct. 25 — Lt. Griggs assisted
EMS in the 4100 block of North
Edinburg. A man was taken to the
hospital.
Oct. 25 — Lt. Griggs responded
to a man selling subscriptions door
to door. The man did not have a
vendor’s license. He was told to
leave the area.
Oct. 25 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a burglary in the 4000
block of North Parkwood. Several
items were reportedly taken from
the residence, including a TV, a
pistol, $2,000 worth of collectible
coins, raw silver, Social Security
card, electronics and memorabilia.
Oct. 25 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a call for police in the
4100 block of North Farmstead.
Two people had a disagreement
over paying for damage to a vehicle. They were advised it was a
civil matter.
Oct. 25 — Ofﬁcer Murphy assisted the ﬁre department in the
4800 block of East 44th North. The
resident said there was black soot
on the side of his water heater. He
was told to contact a plumber.
Oct. 25 — Ofﬁcer Steele responded to a report of a suspicious
character in the 4100 block of North
Clarendon. A dog was barking.

POLICE REPORTS
Nov. 28 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a 911 hang-up call in
the 65000 block of East 45th North.
A resident said it was an accident.
Nov. 28 — Lt. Griggs responded
to a report of a resident ﬁnding a
dirt bike along the road in the 4100
block of North Edgemoor. The bike
was taken into property and evidence.
Nov. 28 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a residential alarm in
the 4500 block of North Westlake
Court. The residence was secure,
and the alarm was deemed false.
Nov. 28 — Ofﬁcer Murphy
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 5100 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was cited for speeding,
no driver’s license in possession
and driving in violation of interlock
restriction.
Nov. 28 — Ofﬁcer Foxx responded to an alarm at a residence. The
alarm was false.
Nov. 27 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a report of an arrow
lodged in the back of a residence
in the 6900 block of East Perryton.
Ofﬁcer did not locate anyone suspected of shooting the arrow.
Nov. 27 — Ofﬁcer Mavia stopped
a vehicle in the 3800 block of North
Oliver. The driver was cited for driving with a suspended license, defective headlamp and no proof of
insurance.
Nov. 26 — Ofﬁcer Mavia assisted EMS in the 6500 block of East
Shepherds Crossing. A man was
taken to Galichia Heart Hospital.
Nov. 26 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a two-vehicle wreck in
the 3700 block of North Oliver. Minor injuries were reported. A driver
was cited for failure to yield to trafﬁc.
Nov. 25 — Ofﬁcer Hutton
stopped a vehicle in the 4700 block
of North Woodlawn. The driver was
cited for speeding and driving with
a suspended license.
Nov. 25 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle in the 5000 block of North
Oliver. The driver was cited for
speeding, expired driver’s license,
child safety restrain violation and
no proof of insurance.
Nov. 24 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to an alarm at Enterprise
Rental ofﬁcer, 6300 block of East
37th North. There were no problems.
Nov. 24 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin assisted EMS in the 4400 block of
North Mission. A woman was taken
to Wesley Medical Center.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Murphy
stopped a vehicle in the 5100 block
of North Woodlawn. The driver was
cited for speeding and no license in
possession.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to an alarm at Tsunami
restaurant in the 6200 block of East
37th North. There were no signs of
suspicious activity.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Hutton responded to a two-vehicle wreck in
the 3800 block of North Woodlawn.
A driver was cited for inattentive
driving. No injuries were reported.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Mavia responded to a residential alarm in
the 4200 block of North Rushwood.
There were no signs of suspicious
activity.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle in the 5700 block of East
37th North. The driver, Ricardo
Juarez-Barrientos, was arrested on
charges of DUI and refusing to submit to a preliminary breath test.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Steele responded to a report of a suspicious character at 77th North and
Woodlawn. An amateur astronomer
was near the intersection.
Nov. 23 — Ofﬁcer Steele responded to a report of disorderly
conduct in the 4400 block of North
Westlake Court. A dog was reportedly barking for two hours. There
was no one at the house.
Nov. 22 — Ofﬁcer Murphy stood
by to prevent a disturbance in the
4300 block of North Edgemoor.
Nov. 22 — Ofﬁcer Murphy
stopped a vehicle in the 6300 block
of East 37th North. The driver was
cited for illegal license plate, no
driver’s license and no proof of insurance. The passenger was cited
for no seat belt.
Nov. 22 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a residential alarm in
the 4300 block of North Rushwood
Court. A garage door was partially
open but there were no problems.
Nov. 22 — Ofﬁcer Steele responded to the station to talk to the
Butler County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce about
a warrant for Dustin L. Hooks, who
was taken to the Sedgwick County
Jail.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a possible rape in the
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6500 block of East 45th North. A
suspect was identiﬁed and evidence
was collected.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Murphy took a
report of a missing debit card. The
card had been used at Best Buy in
Wichita.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a residential alarm in
the 4500 block of North Westlake
Court. There were no problems.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a wreck involving a
deer in the 5200 block of North Oliver. No injuries were reported.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Swanson located a four-wheeler driving west in
the 9200 block of East 45th North.
Randon Shelinbarger was arrested
on charges of driving with a suspended license and operating an
all-terrain vehicle on the road.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin
checked a residence in the 4300
block of Bellmore. A resident said
she came home and a kitchen
light was switched off and she saw
someone running from the area.
The residence was cleared.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcers checked responded to a residential alarm in
the 6800 block of Rodeo Court. The
alarm was deemed false.
Nov. 21 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle in the 7800 block of East
Central Park. The driver, Taylor D.
Kuckelman, was arrested on charges
of possession of drug paraphernalia
and cited for trafﬁc violations.
Nov. 20 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to an alarm at Enterprise
Rental ofﬁces in the 6300 block of
East 37th North. The alarm was
false.
Nov. 20 — Ofﬁcer Mavia checked
the welfare of a student who was
left at Isely Elementary in the 5200
block of North Woodlawn after
Latchkey had ended. The student’s
mother was contacted. She said
she had overslept due to working
third shift the night before.
Nov. 20 — Ofﬁcer Foxx checked
the driver of a vehicle who smelled
like marijuana. The driver was
searched. No marijuana was found.
The driver said he was wearing the
same clothes as he had two days
earlier when he smoked marijuana.
The driver was released.
Nov. 19 — Ofﬁcer Swanson responded to a residential alarm in
the 4500 block of Westlake Court.
The residence was secure.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to an alarm at Tyco Industries in the 3900 block of North
Hillcrest. There were no problems.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Murphy assisted EMS in the 6000 block of
East Danbury. A man was taken to
Galichia Heart Hospital.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Mavia took
a report of damaged property at
a residence in the 4300 block of
North Edgemoor.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Mavia responded to a two-vehicle wreck in
the 4500 block of North Westlake
Court. No injuries were reported.
A driver was cited for inattentive
driving.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Foxx stopped
a vehicle in the 4200 block of North
Woodlawn. The driver was cited for
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Nov. 17 — Ofﬁcer Steele discovered an open gate in front of an
empty residence in the 6200 block
of East 37th North. There were no
signs of suspicious activity.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to a report of vandalism in
the 4400 block of North Mission. A
vehicle window was shattered.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer Murphy responded to check the welfare of a
resident in the 5600 block of East
39th North. There were no problems.
Nov. 16 — Ofﬁcer McCaslin responded to an alarm at Enterprise
Rental ofﬁces in the 6300 block of
East 37th North. There were no
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HIGHLIGHTS
Student MVP
for soccer team

Bel Aire resident and Bishop
Carroll Catholic High School
junior Nathan Thom
was named
Most Valuable Player
of the
school’s
junior varsity soccer
team for
2012.
During
Thom
the annual soccer
banquet
Nov. 5, JV coach Efrain Pruneda presented the award, saying,
“Nate was hard-working,
selﬂess and a reliable player
in many ways. When he made
mistakes, he could own up to
them and make adjustments. He
matured a great deal this year
and is a good role model for the
younger guys on the team.”
Pruneda also mentioned
Thom’s sense of humor.
— The Breeze staff

Complex
Continued from Page 1

The resolution of support for
Zimmerman Properties to submit a new application for the
tax credit was approved 4-0.

Also on Nov. 20, the council:
•Approved an appropriations ordinance of $367,110.30.
•Approved an agreement between
the City of Bel Aire and Sedgwick
County to provide funding for the Bel
Aire Senior Center in 2013. The center receives about $18,000 from the
county and about $8,000 from the
city.

Sunﬂower
Continued from Page 1

per acre, plus special assessments.
While the city still has
a long road ahead to overcome its land debt, the Nov.
5 ground-breaking marked
progress for Bel Aire, as well
as Sedgwick County, city
leaders said.
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O’Donnell
wins Senate bid

A Sunrise Christian
Academy alum, Wichita City
Council member and son
of a Bel Aire City Council
member is moving on to
Topeka. On Nov. 6, Michael
O’Donnell, a Republican,
won a seat to serve District
25 in the Kansas Senate with
a narrow victory over Democrat Timothy Snow.
O’Donnell, 28, represented his south Wichita district
on the city council, starting
in April 2011. With his acceptance to serve on the state
level, O’Donnell announced
his resignation from the
Wichita City Council, effective Dec. 4.
O’Donnell is the son of
Peggy O’Donnell, a teacher
and administrator at Sunrise
who has served on the Bel
Aire City Council since April
2005.
— Matt Heilman

•Approved covenants for the Sunﬂower Commerce Park. The covenants
established a business park association that in part, sets guidelines for
construction of future tenants on the
property.
•Held a 50-minute executive session to discuss matters relating to attorney-client privilege and non-elected
personnel. The closed session reconvened an additional 20 minutes after
an initial 30-minute discussion.
All four council members and
Mayor Harold Smith were present at
the Nov. 20 meeting. Former council
member Moe Terrebonne has stepped
down from the group since he sold
his home in Bel Aire. For now, Terrebonne’s seat remains vacant.

To assist on the project,
Sedgwick County partnered
with Bel Aire to pave 45th
and 53rd Streets to the light
industrial site.
Sedgwick County Commissioner Dave Unruh said
success in The Sunﬂower Commerce Park could
have “a ripple effect” that
would spread county-wide
from Bel Aire.
“I’m really pleased when
communities and govern-

City sees jump
in permits

So far, 2012 has been a
solid year in Bel Aire. With
new development, the city
was able to exceed its projected land sales and pass a
2013 budget without raising
its property tax mill levy.
The city has seen ground
broken on its industrial park
land and an increase in home
construction and the number
of permits.
At the Nov. 6 city council meeting, City Manager
Ty Lasher announced that
through October, the city
has seen 27 new residential
units constructed, including 15 single-family homes,
a four-plex and four twin
homes. The new construction
added about $4.9 million
to the city’s total collection
on permits issued this year,
Lasher said.
The total increase from
permits, including the new
construction and permits
issued for home additions
and remodels, came to

about $13.2 million. Lasher
said through October, 2012
has been the second best
year overall in terms of the
increased value of permits
from one year to the next.
— Matt Heilman

Council seat
to remain vacant

said there were only six
council meetings until the
election. The council needs
a quorum of three to take ofﬁcial action.
— Matt Heilman

Spotlight on
councils’ salaries

For now, the Bel Aire
City Council is forging
ahead with four members. In
October, city council member Moe Terrebonne stepped
down after he sold his home
in the city. In retirement, Terrebonne and his wife, Kathy
Terrebonne are relocating
to Florida where they will
spend most of the year.
City manager Ty Lasher
said about eight solid candidates have voiced their
interest in ﬁlling the council
vacancy with Mayor Harold
Smith. Instead of appointing
Terrebonne’s replacement,
city leaders have decided to
wait until the April election
for the vacancy to be ﬁlled.
After December, Lasher

In the north Sedgwick
County cities covered by The
Ark Valley News, elected
ofﬁcials in Park City receive
the most compensation. Park
City Mayor Emil Bergquist
receives $606.68 per month.
The city council president in
Park City receives $379.16
per month with the rest of
the council getting $328.62
per month. As of the 2010
Census, Park City’s population was 7,297 residents.
In Bel Aire, Mayor Harold
Smith receives $300 per
month with the council
taking $100 per month. In
Valley Center, Mayor Mike
McKnown receives $50 per
council meeting and council
members receive $25 per
council meeting. Each city

Grillot reminded the council she had been committed to
the project for more than four
years. She didn’t think the
origination fee was fair even
though it would be assessed
over a 10-year period.
In its letter of intent with
the Concierge Surgery Recovery Center, the city agreed
to waive the origination fee.
The industrial revenue bonds

also include a 100 percent tax
abatement for 10 years.
On its end of the bargain
spelled out in the letter of
intent, the Concierge Surgical
Recovery Center is expected
to meet several guidelines, including the addition of at least
60 employees and having all
taxes or unpaid costs associated with special assessments or
city fees paid off by its fourth
year of operation in Bel Aire.
Once completed, the
Concierge Surgical Recovery
Center will be a 9,000 square-

foot facility that will provide
patients with more affordable
care than they’d receive with
a hospital stay, developers
say.
Dr. George Watson, currently working at the Park
City Medical Center, plans
to have an ofﬁce on the
lower level of the recovery
center. Eventually, he plans
to operate a wellness center
in Phase II of Tierra Verde.
Once complete, the 230-acre
development will consist of
three phases.

ments can come together
to create a whole menu of
possibilities for economic
development and economic

growth,” he said.
“The city has a great piece
of land here and an even
greater vision for what it

could be.”

City
Continued from Page 1

has two regularly scheduled
council meetings per month,
not counting special meetings and workshops that are
most common during budget
season each summer. Bel
Aire and Valley Center each
have populations between
6,700 and 6,900 residents to
join Park City as cities of the
second class. Along with its
population, Park City has the
largest business community.
In Kechi, a city of the third
class with just more than
1,900 residents, Mayor Bob
Jackson receives $100 per
month. The council president receives $75 per month
with the remaining four
council members taking in
$50 per month. Like Kechi,
Bel Aire has a ﬁve-member
council. Valley Center and
Park City each have eight
council members in a ward
system that divides the cities
geographically. Each of four
wards is represented by two
council members in Valley
Center and Park City.
— Matt Heilman

DEATH
DEAN CRAFT
Dean Craft, 62, Cessna
Aircraft machinist, died Nov.
5, 2012, in Cheney.
Survivors include: sons,
Danny Dean (Andrea) of
Cheney, Jeffery A. of Wichita,
Jason Eric (Melanie) of Bel
Aire; sisters, Ruth Ellen Comer
and Emma Jan Taylor; grandchildren, Kimberlyn, Sierra,
Kaylee, Dylan, Maddy Mo,
Ella, Emery, Krystal, Tyler,
Mikala, Alex, Eric and Allie.
Visitation was Nov. 7, and
service was Nov. 8, both at
Wulf-Ast Mortuary, Garden
Plain.
Memorials may be made to
American Cancer Society.

Anniversary
announcements, wedding announcements
and obituaries run free of charge in
The Bel Aire Breeze.
Call 755-0821 or
e-mail it to legals@
arkvalleynews.com
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Sophomore
selected student
ambassador to
United Kingdom
By The Post staff

Wichita Heights High School sophomore and Park
City resident Jansen Lockhart has future aspirations of
becoming a military doctor in the U.S. Air Force. In
preparation for that future that could send her around
the word, Lockhart is looking ahead to an opportunity to
experience life outside the United States with her acceptance to the Student Ambassador Program.
In June, Lockhart will spend two weeks traveling to
Ireland and the United Kingdom, including England,
Scotland and Wales. To make the trip, Lockhart is working to raise about $8,000.
So far, Lockhart said her fundraising efforts have
included raking leaves, babysitting and collecting cans.
She was accepted to the Student Ambassador Program
after an interview process that she said was meant to
determine if students are mature enough to travel abroad
and represent their schools and communities well.
She said the Student Ambassador Program sends
students to different parts of the world and she planned
to learn more about cultures across the globe as she plans
for her career serving her country wherever she may be
called.
“I never really wanted to sit down at a desk all day
and sit down at a computer,” Lockhart said. “I like to
connect with people and make them smile.”

Lunch with politicians

Courtesy photo

Students from Sunrise Christian Academy took part in a Nov. 26 luncheon and assembly at the school as part
of a grant by the Bill Of Rights Institute and the Fred and Mary Koch Foundation. The luncheon included a visit
from three elected ofﬁcials who were speakers at the event. Students wrote essays about the importance of
the Constitution and why they wanted to have lunch with an elected ofﬁcial. Pictured with the essay-writing
students are (back row, ﬁrst through third from right) Sedgwick County Commissioner Tim Norton, state senator-elect Michael O’Donnell and former Congressman Todd Tiahrt.

Christmas
nativity
The spirit of Christmas
is portrayed at Bel Aire’s
Catholic Care Center in
the 6700 block of East
45th North with a spotlighted nativity scene
atop a hill on the property.
Matt Heilman

Scams
Continued from Page 1

The caller was convincing enough for the couple to
wire money they thought was
going toward paying for their
grandson’s medical bills.
“To them, the situation
seemed real,” Blevins said.
Once the couple discovered
their grandson was nowhere
near the Philippines, they
contacted the police. Unfortunately, there wasn’t much ofﬁcers could do, Blevins said.
He said it was difﬁcult to track
where the call came from
and there’s not usually much
assistance from foreign law
enforcement ofﬁcials when
such scams are executed.
Blevins said the couple was
embarrassed, but they weren’t
aware of the types of scams
like what they fell victim to.
“To them, it was legitimate
because they’d never heard of
somebody calling and using
this type of approach where
a family member has been
in an accident and needed
money for their hospital bills,”
Blevins said.
In the second scam reported
to Kechi police, a woman was
told she’d won prize money,
but in order to collect, she
had to provide credit card
information. She received a

I Will Fix Your
Computer!
Kechi resident with
four Microsoft
certiﬁcations. Home or
pick-up repairs.
316-990-1999. Usually
$50 plus parts. Includes
FREE Antivirus for life!
CALL FOR FREE advice!

verbal threat when she refused
to give up the information,
Blevins said.
A Bel Aire resident was
also recently targeted for a
scam involving the false claim
that prize money was available. On Oct. 23, a resident
reported receiving a call from
a man claiming to be John
Connor from Kansas City.
The stranger told the Bel
Aire man he had won $2.5
million, which he could collect at the Intrust Bank branch
at 37th North and Rock Road.
The man was told he would
receive $500,000 in cash and
a $2 million check, but to get
the money, he needed to give
the man claiming to be John
Connor a Green Dot pre-paid
Visa card with $285 on it.
The Bel Aire resident didn’t
buy into the scam and “had no
idea” who the suspect really
was, police said.
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Residential/Commercial
New Construction/Repair Service
Trenching
Est. 1972 Lic # 1379

744-1884 or 655-9289

Bel Aire police traced the
call to Jamaica. Police say
there’s an international scam
business out of the island nation where callers tell people
they’ve won money or a car,
ask for a prepaid card ﬁlled
with a small amount of money
and ask for the PIN to that
card.
In the report on the Oct. 23
call in Bel Aire, police warn a
high international calling fee
could be assessed even though
the number the supposed prize
bearer calls from appears to
be from a U.S. area code and
preﬁx.
“Any time somebody calls
you and you don’t originate

the call where you know who
you’re talking to and the
person on the other end of the
line is telling you that you’ve
won a prize or won money or
anything monetary, then a red
ﬂag ought to go up because it
just doesn’t happen,” Blevins
said.
He said scam artists make a
living off of preying on unsuspecting victims and the situation seems to have worsened
in recent years.
“These people are very
good at what they do because
that’s all they do,” Blevins
said. “They play on your sympathy. They play on your personal feelings and they know

how to work the system.”

CLASSIFIEDS
18 For Rent

FOR RENT

Commercial Building
for rent
Approx. 1200 sq. ft
420 E 61st North - Park City
620-459-6692
316-285-7447

Very nice updated
3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, 2 car
garage, nice basement, close
to schools

316-312-6391

2 bedrooms, close to schools, no pets.
755-1594

Call 755-0821
to place a classiﬁed ad

