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Bel Aire
retains
SRO
position

Shares cost with USD 259
By Taylor Messick

Last month, Bel Aire unanimously voted
to retain the school resource officer position.
The officer spends time at each school in
USD 259.
In 2015 the city received a grant to hire an
SRO. That grant covered 70 percent of the
cost of the position with the city paying the
remaining 30 percent. The grant expired in
2016 but the agreement required the city to
retain the position on its own for at least one
more year.
When that term expired last month, the
council had to decide whether to keep the
position. With the Parkland, Fla., shooting fresh on their minds, council members
unanimously voted to retain the SRO for
USD 259. The school board agreed to split
the cost of the position with the city. The
SRO gets paid similarly to a standard police
officer position and also works as a standard
police officer during shifts outside of school
sessions. The city also chipped in a portion
of that salary to ensure that the SRO visits
the private schools in USD 259 as well as the
public schools.
Bel Aire Chief Darrell Atteberry was
pleased with the decision to retain the position and agreed with the opinions of the
council members that this is an important
step in keeping children safe at school.
“My reaction is I’m not surprised that
they retained the position,” said Atteberry.
See SRO, Page 2

City OKs
plat for
Sun�ower
addition

TOP: Children run to find Easter Eggs
during Bel Aire’s Spring Festival March
24 at the recreation center. The festival included a petting zoo, food and
games for families.
ABOVE RIGHT: Anessa Wilson shows
her anime fairy fantasy kite during the
festival.

By Taylor Messick

RIGHT: Lindsay Thomas couldn’t resist
petting Clyde the baby goat.

On April 3, the Bel Aire City Council had
just one action item on its agenda. The final
plat for Sunflower Commerce Park’s second
addition was unanimously approved.
The second addition of Sunflower Commerce Park is located just north of the first
addition, which runs along 53rd Street
between Webb Road and Greenwich. Epic
Sports has already bought 20 acres of land in
the second addition.
Mayor David Austin said he is hopeful
that more lots will start to sell in the second
addition now that the final plat has been approved. The lots still need to be set up with
utilities.
The only other agenda item on April 3 was
the proclamation of April 2018 as Fair Housing Month. All members of the council were
present and there was no executive session
taken.

ABOVE: Kyle Loss needed a little help
exiting the bouncy house.
BELOW RIGHT: Emma Montanye gets
her face painted.

Photos by Taylor Messick

Council tables �nal plat for Elk Creek
cil to table the final plat.
The original developer of Elk
The biggest topic at Bel
Creek went bankrupt in 2009
Aire’s April 17 city council
and the bank took ownership of
meeting was the final plat for
all the lots. The bank then found
Elk Creek’s second addition.
another developer that agreed
Concerned residents from Elk
to buy all but nine of the lots.
Creek’s first addition attended
Those nine lots had floodplain
the meeting and asked the coun- issues and were given to the
By Taylor Messick

city’s land bank, making the
city responsible for the special
assessments and homeowner’s
dues. Those fees are costing the
city about $30,000 per year.
The city hired MKEC for
$38,500 in January to handle the
re-platting of the nine lots in an
attempt to resolve flood plain

issues so they can be sold. Jason
Gish of MKEC explained that
by creating a dedicated drainage
easement, the lots can be split
between parcels that can and
cannot be built upon.
“When FEMA reset the flood
plain maps, it put flood plains
back onto these lots,” said Gish.

“In order to alleviate a situation where somebody would go
buy a lot and they can’t get a
mortgage because they’d have
to get flood plain insurance,
what we’re doing for the city is
creating a lot that splits the lots
See COUNCIL, Page 2
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HIGHLIGHTS
Driver accused of
hitting repo man

She didn’t want to lose her
vehicle.
A Bel Aire police officer
responded to a disturbance in
the 5600 block of North Lycee
March 19. The officer saw a
pickup with a white Dodge
Charger attached to a vehicle
tow lift directly behind the
truck.
The vehicles faced south
behind an apartment building.
The Charger was being repossessed. However, the owner of
the Charger was in the driver’s
seat and had attempted to drive
off with the vehicle. In the process, the Charger struck the tow
truck several times, along with

a parked vehicle. The Charger
also struck one of the tow employees.
The owner of the Charger,
Trinity M. Miller, was arrested
on charges of aggravated battery and driving with a revoked
driver’s license.
— The Breeze staff

Roommate the
victim of scam

A Bel Aire man was the
apparent victim of a somewhat
elaborate scam by his former
roommate and an accomplice.
Bel Aire police responded to
a burglary report April 6 in the
5900 block of East Memphis.
The calling party said a former
roommate woke him up to tell

him he was going to pay him the
money he borrowed.
The roommate requested the
victim go to QuikTrip with him
to retrieve the money. The victim rode with the roommate to
QuikTrip and other locations in
Wichita for several hours. After
returning to the residence, the
victim discovered several doors
were unlocked and numerous
items were missing.
The victim said he believed
that while the roommate was
talking to him, another accomplice entered the residence and
hid until they left. The victim
also believes that while they
were driving around, the roommate was texting the accomplice
where to look for exact things
inside the residence.
The victim said the total

value for the missing items was Together, the ATF and Park City
$6,000.
police were able to identify the
— The Breeze staff suspect and track her down.
— The Breeze staff

Arrest made
in gun theft

A Wichita woman was arrested
last month in connection with the
theft of handguns from Atwoods
in Park City.
Police said Chaelyn N. Aaron
was arrested in the 2000 block of
South Seneca in Wichita April 2
on a charge of felony theft.
Aaron is accused of going into
the store at 6235 N. Broadway
during business hours on March
28 and taking several handguns.
The federal bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives got involved with the case.

Cat gets
proper burial

At least it got some posthumous respect.
A Bel Aire police officer
responded to a call of a cat
floating in the pond in the 5000
block of North Lake Breeze
Court March 19.
The officer located the animal, which was obviously dead,
and fished it out of the water.
According to a police report,
the officer gave the cat a proper
burial.
— The Breeze staff

PEOPLE
Abigail Wagle, of Wichita, was
recognized for superior scholarship with a spot on the dean’s list
for the fall 2017 semester at Bard
College at Simon’s Rock in Great
Barrington, Mass. To be eligible for
this honor, a student must carry 14
or more credits and achieve a grade
point average of 3.50.
†††
Charles Capps of Wichita is one
of 27 people receiving scholarships
for the 2018-19 academic year to
Washburn University in Topeka. The
recipients were announced recently
by the Kansas Masonic Foundation
Inc., the charitable arm of the Grand
Lodge of Kansas and Kansas Masons. The scholarships, which range
from $500 to $5,000, are awarded to
graduating high school seniors and
students already attending Washburn.
†††
Lilith Samples, a 2018 graduate
of Northeast Magnet High School,
was honored at a recent Student
Recognition Program in Wichita
for scholarships received from Fort
Hays State University for the 2018-

19 academic year.
Samples received a $1,500 Hays
City Scholar Award and a $500
Academic Opportunity Award in
chemistry. She is the daughter of
Misty Samples of Wichita and plans
to major in chemistry.
†††
The following area students were
recognized at the recent Student
Recognition Program in Wichita
for scholarships they were awarded
from Fort Hays State University for
the 2018-19 academic year.
Braelyn Brown, a 2018 Wichita
Heights High School graduate, received a $2,000 University Scholar
Award and a $900 Academic Opportunity Award in biological sciences.
The daughter of Christopher and
Darla Brown of O’Fallon, Ill., she
plans to major in biology.
Keegan Claassen, a 2018 Wichita
Heights High School graduate,
received a $900 Academic Opportunity Award in chemistry. The
daughter of Warren and Kelly Claassen of Wichita, she plans to major in
chemistry.

Cheerleader signs

Sunrise Christian Academy senior Jessica Oldenettel is joined by her parents as she signs a letter of intent to join the cheerleading program at John
Brown University.

13 years of
service

SRO

Bel Aire thanked Ellie Skokan
for her time on the city’s Utility Advisory Committee. She
has stepped down last month
after 13 years of service,
since the committee’s formation in 2005. She is pictured
next to the Arbor Day tree
that was dedicated to her in
2008.
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Council

that they are protected; he
said that some of the properties will simply have
different or more interestContinued from Page 1
ing backyards.
in two. Creating a drainHowever, splitting the
age easement is a way to
lots into buildable and
protect the drainage way
unbuildable segments does
and restrict what happresent some challenges.
pens there. But it allows
The Elk Creek HOA curthe billable portion of the rently requires a 1,700lot to receive a mortgage
square-foot minimum on
without the encumbrance one level of the home. Beof flood insurance.”
cause these lots will have
The backs of these lots, less buildable land, the
like others in Elk Creek,
new properties are being
will be up against the
proposed at a minimum
wetland area in the neigh- of 1,170 square feet by
borhood. One big concern the city. City manager Ty
residents who attended the Lasher said the city wants
meeting had was whether to integrate these properthose wetlands will be
ties into the Elk Creek
protected while more
HOA, but that would be
homes are built against
later on and wouldn’t hold
them. Gish said the nonthe nine lots to the HOA’s
buildable portions of the
minimum square footage
lots that are up against
requirements.
those wetlands will ensure
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That idea was a cause
of more concern for current Elk Creek residents.
Each resident who spoke
asked the council to table
the item to allow current
residents more time to
give feedback. In addition
to being worried about
the preservation of the
wetlands, the residents
were worried about the
uniformity Elk Creek
and compliance with the
HOA’s standards. One
resident said he adding
the lots to the HOA after
letting them skip out on
the guidelines felt like “a
slight of hand”.
Each council member
expressed the opinion that
the city needed to move
the lots — but that giving
residents time to look at
the facts and express their
opinions was also clearly

important. They unanimously agreed to table
the items until the next
meeting.
“The only thing that
really concerns me at
this point is the minimum square footage
and understanding how
that’s going to work with
the HOA,” said council
member Justin Smith.
“So moving forward, I
would want to adjust the
minimum square footage.
I think the 1,500-squarefoot recommendation is a
good one, but my concern
with moving forward with
that is we haven’t talked
to the HOA, which would
be required to incorporate
this at a later date. But
doing nothing with these
lots is not an option for us.
We can’t continue to pay
$30,000 a year maintain-

lessons from the textbook
and don’t always have
time to teach life skills.
Continued from Page 1
Atteberry said that’s another area where an SRO
“It’s one of those things
can be vital.
that is so beneficial to the
“When I went to school
kids in the community.”
you had civics,” he said.
Atteberry said the SRO “But we don’t get that
does a lot more than what so much anymore in our
meets the eye. He said
schools. We have wonderthe officer is there to be
ful and dedicated teachers
the enforcer when neces- and staffs, but they can’t
sary, but normally plays a do it all even though socimuch different role in the ety expects them to.”
kids’ lives.
Atteberry also said it’s
“They’re not just a
important just to let kids
security guard for the
interact with police offischool,” he said. “There
cers to build relationships
are a lot of people who
within the community.
think all they do is go in
He said the No. 1 goal
heavy-handed to enforce of the SRO position is to
rules, and that’s just
provide advice and guidnot the case. Our SRO
ance for the students who
teaches classes, sits in on need it most. He said they
discussions and speaks
want to help the kids, not
with groups. She does a
to punish them.
lot of things that are not
“A lot of people think
enforcement related. She kids’ problems disapacts as a mentor for some pear when they enter the
of the kids; it’s a balanced threshold of the school,”
approach.”
he said. “That is simply
Teachers have the
not the case; they still
responsibility to teach
have the same problems
and sometimes they’ll act
out. That’s why it’s good
to have the SRO to act as
ing them.”
a mentor and talk it out.
The city did make an
offer to give these lots and Not everything has to rise
special assessments to the to the level of an arrest. If
we can keep a kid out of
HOA, but they declined.
the criminal justice sysCouncil unanimously
tem, we’re doing what’s
voted to table both items
best for that kid in most
related to this re-platting
situations. If we can avoid
until their next meeting.
In other business, the coun- that, we’re going to do it.”
cil:
Officer Virginia Crice
•Unanimously approved the
is
the
current SRO for
Appropriations Ordinance in the
USD 259 and is well liked
amount of $558,413.31.
•Proclaimed April 28 Arbor by the staffs and students
Day.
in the school district. At•Unanimously confirmed the teberry said she is pleased
mayor’s appointment of Phillip
Jordan to the planning commis- and excited that she will
get to continue working
sion for a three year term.
•Unanimously confirmed the with students.
mayor’s appointment of John
Charleston to the planning commission for a three year term.
All members of the council
were present. There was a 15
minute executive session taken
to discuss items related to the
re-platting of Elk Creek and no
binding action was taken.

Ryan‛s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors

Bel Aire Recreation
SUMMER DAY CAMP
The Wichita YMCA oﬀers a statelicensed day camp through the rec
center for elementary ages. Ac�vi�es include arts & cra�s, games,
sports, swimming, ﬁeld trips and
much more. Call the Y at 264-1610.
REC BASEBALL, SOFTBALL, T-BALL
(boys ages 5-11 / girls ages 5-12)
Completely recrea�onal and designed to develop youngsters in
baseball and so�ball while installing sportsmanship, respect, teamwork and self-conﬁdence. Registra�on deadline has passed but
limited spots are available and we
are s�ll accep�ng registra�ons.
BRITISH SOCCER CAMP
Register for Challenger Sports’ British Soccer Camp (July 9 thru 13)
and join over 150,000 players who
will learn the Challenger way. Fun
kicks and awesome accents! Register at challengersports.com.
CENTRAL PARK POOL
Opens Saturday, May 26th. Swimming lesson enrollment and pool
rental requests will be accepted
beginning May 26.
TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet from 5 to 6 p.m. Monday and Friday or from 6:45 to 7:45
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. These
are great classes for beginners to

black belts.
YOGA
Classes are held from 6 to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays. Par�cipants must provide their own yoga
mat. Teens & adults can join at any
�me.

Locations

BARN QUILT WORKSHOP
Bring the beauty of quilts to the
city. No skills needed for this class.
You will take home a ﬁnished
project. Space is limited, please call
to reserve a spot. Meets the ﬁrst
Saturday morning of each month.

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

WERQ
The rec commission’s newest
cardio class meets Wednesdays at
7 p.m. Join the WERQ crew and
WERQ your way into shape!
SENIOR AEROBICS
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics. These low-impact exercises
are designed to reduce stress on
your joints and back while using all
major muscle groups. Class meets
from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays.

Weekly Events
Bel Aire Walkers – Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
Line Dance Class — Monday 1:30 p.m., Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
Bridge Games – Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics – Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast – Fridays 9 a.m., various locations

Monthly & Special Events

UPCOMING SUMMER PROGRAMS
• Happy Feet Soccer Instruc�onal
May 2, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time, Senior Center.
• Happy Hoops Instruc�onal
May 3, 1 p.m. — Game day, Rec Center.
• TGA Golf Instruc�onal

May 7 — NO POTLUCK!

For more info about any Bel Aire
May 9, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center.
recrea�on program, call 744-2700.

Community Events

May 1 — City Council meeting,
7 p.m., City Hall.
May 2 — Chamber of Commerce,
noon, City Hall.
May 2 — Municipal court, 7 p.m.
May 5 — Electronics Recycling
and Shredding Day, 9 a.m.
to noon, City Hall north
parking lot
May 9 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Gospel Assembly Church.
May 10 — Planning Commission

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior
Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check out
with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall.
May 12 — City brush site open,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
May 15 — UAC, 4 p.m., City Hall.
May 15 — City Council meeting,
7 p.m., City Hall.
May 17 — Municipal court, noon.
May 23 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Gospel Assembly Church.
May 26 — Community pool opens
June 21-23 — Citywide garage sale
weekend (no permit needed)

May 9, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center.
May 15 — Ladies dine out, Anita 744-2840 for info.
May 16, 10:15 a.m. — Senior aerobics brunch.
May 16, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center.
May 21, noon — Covered dish dinner & program, Rec Center.
May 23, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center.
May 23, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center.
May 23, 7 p.m. — Bunko (by RSVP), Senior Center.
May 25 — Foot care, Hermes Health Care, Community Room.
May 28 — City ofﬁces closed for Memorial Day.

National Volunteer Week
April 15 through 21
Thanks to all our volunteers!

Sabrina Cantrell,
KDHE, and Keith
Price, Bel Aire P&Z
director, present an
award to Julie Walsh
(center), wife of
Tony Walsh, for his
10-plus years picking
up trash throughout
the city.
Ellie Skokan, 13-year volunteer
on Utility Advisory Committee
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Mayor’s
corner
By David Austin

F

inally — May
and the hope of
warmer weather.
We wrapped
up April with the
Bel Aire Tree Board dedicating a Southern Magnolia, planted at the Recreation Center, to the Bel Aire
Lions Club. I appreciated
seeing the volunteer civic
club recognized as they do
so much for this community
at no cost to us, the taxpayer and not expecting nor
wishing for major recognition.
This is a great group of
men and ladies who serve
our community.

Oﬃcer given ‘Golden Apple’ for
acting on potential school threat
By Taylor Messick

The Wichita school district
last month gave Bel Aire police
Officer Joey Trumbull a Golden
Apple Award related for his role in
thwarting a potential school threat.
In February, Trumbull was
working his 7 p.m. to 3 a.m.
shift when a serious call came in.
Northeast Magnet High School
Principal Matt Creasman reported
to Trumbull what a concerned
parent had found on Facebook.
The parent has a child who attends
John Marshall Middle School in
Wichita and saw a threat to “shoot
up” a school of that name, as well
as a Northeast high school.
“Oklahoma City also has a
Northeast High and a John Marshall school in the same school
district,” said Trumbull. “It had
spread through Facebook and I
talked to a detective down there
who had been working on it trying to figure out if it was here or
With warmer weather
there. I think I was on the phone
comes yard and tree main- with the principal back and forth
tenance. Bel Aire maintains from 11 at night until seven in the
a brush site, from 9 a.m to
morning trying to figure out where
1 p.m. the second Saturday it was at.”
during the summer months.
Trumbull also drove into
Located on 53rd Street
Wichita at 1 a.m. to meet with
halfway between Rock and the concerned parent who had
Webb, you can bring tree
limbs and dispose of them
at no charge. There is free
mulch available for pickup,
too.

Brush site
and mulch

reported the threat. Once it was
finally confirmed that the threat
originated from Oklahoma City,
Trumbull still advised Creasman
to go through the proper procedures and take the threat seriously,
just in case.
Police in Oklahoma City arrested the suspect. Trumbull said it’s
possible that it could have been a
case of a student simply trying to
get out of going to school.
“Kids sometimes do it to get
out of school,” he said. “They
don’t realize that it’s a felony offense just to call and say you’re
going to do that. Causing mass
panic in this day and age like that
is just not acceptable, but kids
don’t always get it. I’m not sure if
this kid did it to get out or school
or what, but he was a student and
I’m not aware of any weapons
they found.”
Creasman nominated Trumbull
for Northeast Magnet’s Golden
Apple Award. The nominees are
selected by each school in the
district and are usually reserved
for educators for commitment and
dedication to school safety. In this
case, Creasman felt it was necessary to nominate Trumbull for his
dedication to keeping the school
safe and solving the case.

Courtesy photo

Officer Joey Trumbull, who has been with the Bel Aire
Department for two years, holds the award.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
March 17 — Officer Gibson
took a report of a vehicle traveling westbound that was not able
to make the turn in the 4200
block of North Eagle Lake Drive.
The vehicle hit the brakes and
slid into a yard, causing damage
to decorative bricks. Officer Gibson located an empty beer bottle
near the damage. The reporting
party also noted damage to the
sprinkler line.
March 18 — Officers Forman and Crouse responded to a
domestic violence disturbance in
the 5600 block of North Lycee.
The reporting party said her exboyfriend was beating on the
back door of the residence. The
ex-boyfriend was not located because the reporting party waited
20 minutes to call 911.
March 18 — Officers responded to a domestic violence
disturbance in the 8400 block
of East Granite Court. The victim reported being involved in a
verbal argument with a spouse.
The suspect grabbed the victim
by the neck and pushed the victim into the bedroom and held
the door closed, preventing the
victim from escaping. The suspect was arrested and booked
into the Sedgwick County Jail.
The suspect’s name was not
available.
March 18 — Officers responded to a domestic violence
disturbance in the 5600 block of
North Lycee. The reporting party
stated her ex-boyfriend would
not leave her apartment and
they were arguing. Officers were
unable to locate the suspect because the calling party waited 20
minutes to call 911. The reporting party said her ex-boyfriend
was there to pick up their child
and the argument ensued.
March 19 — Officer Steele
responded to a call of a cat floating in the pond in the 5000 block
of North Lake Breeze Court.
Officer located the feline that
was obviously deceased. Officer
fished the feline out of the water
and gave it a proper burial.
March 19 — Officer Crouse
responded to a disturbance with
a weapon call in the 5600 block
of North Lycee. Officer observed
a white F150 pickup with a white
Charger attached to a vehicle
tow lift directly behind the F150.
The vehicles both faced south
directly behind building two in
the northeast area of the parking lot with the front of the Charger elevated off the ground. The
Charger was being repossessed
by the F150. The owner of the
Charger was positioned in the
driver’s seat and had attempted
to drive off with the vehicle after
it had been put on the tow truck.
In the process, the owner struck
the tow truck several times,
along with a parked vehicle.
The Charger also struck one of
the tow employees. The owner
of the Charger, Trinity M. Miller
of Bel Aire, was arrested on
charges of aggravated battery to
the employee and driving with a
revoked driver’s license.
March 20 — Officer Trumbull stopped a tan Mazda B2300
for a cracked windshield in the
5300 block of North Webb. The
driver told Trumbull that he had
a suspended driver’s license and
no insurance on the vehicle.
The driver was issued a written
warning for the windshield, and
a citation with a court date for
driving with a suspended license
and no vehicle insurance.
March 21 — Det. Davis took
a report by phone at the station
about a lost license plate decal
in the 6000 block of East 45th
North.
March 21 — Officer Trumbull responded to a call to check
the welfare of a male standing
south of East 53rd on the west
side of Oliver. Trumbull contacted the individual and could
smell the odor of marijuana on
the individual. The individual
stated he had walked from Park
City to that location and was
waiting for a friend to pick him
up. Trumbull could now smell a
strong odor of marijuana coming from the individual’s breath
as he spoke. Trumbull searched
the individual and located hemp
oil in his pocket. Trumbull performed a field test of the oil and
it tested negative for THC. Trumbull asked the individual why his
friend had not picked him up in
Park City, and the individual said
it was because the Park City police are harassing him and his
family. The individual was released from the scene and left
with his friend.
March 22 — Officer Crice
was contacted at the station
about someone who wanted to
surrender a firearm to the police
for safekeeping while the subject
was on probation and ordered to
surrender all weapons to the police department.
March 22 — Officers Gibson
and Trumbull responded to an
injury accident at the intersection of 53rd and Oliver. A vehicle
was traveling north on Oliver
when a vehicle that was stopped
at the stop sign pulled in front
of the northbound vehicle. The
driver of the vehicle that caused
the accident said he thought the
northbound vehicle had a stop
sign. The same driver had the

odor of marijuana. That subject
was issued several citations and
a court date.
March 22 — Officers Gibson and Trumbull responded to
a check welfare call in the 5600
block of North Lycee. The calling party reported not having
contact with his daughter since
12:30 at night. Officers attempted to make contact and were
unsuccessful. The apartment
manager arrived on scene with a
key and opened the door for officers. Officers located the subject
in the back bedroom. The subject was extremely lethargic and
was transported to Saint Francis
Hospital in serious condition.
March 23 — Detective Davis
conducted follow-up investigation on a party call that involved
a sexual battery in the 6200
block of East Quail Ridge. Davis
cited the host of the party for
minors consuming alcohol and
furnishing alcohol to minors.
March 23 — Officer Trumbull
took a report of a student having
been pushed down by the school
gym coach in the 5500 block of
East 45th North. The mother of
the student reported the incident
to DCF before contacting law
enforcement. The mother also
said she spoke with the school
superintendent about the matter
and was not satisfied with the
handling of the situation. The
gym coach has since been transferred to another position within
the school.
March 23 — Officer Gibson
took a report of a suspicious
person at Eagle Lake Park. The
reporting party said an unknown
white male, heavy and wearing a
dark baseball hat was crouching
and watching the kids play on
the playground. When they noticed him, everybody screamed
causing the unknown male to
run to the south.
March 24 — Officer Forman
stopped a maroon Toyota Camry
for defective tail lamps in the
5300 block of North Rock Road.
The driver said he was told by
911 that he could drive without
tail lamps as long as he had his
hazard lights on. The driver did
not have any form of identification on him. A check of his name
and date of birth indicated he
had a suspended driver’s license.
The driver was issued a citation
with a court date.
March 24 — Officers Forman and Crouse responded to a
call of a possible sexual assault
in the 6200 block of East Quail
Ridge. Officers contacted the
victim at St. Joseph hospital to
collect details of the incident.
The investigation is ongoing.
March 24 — Officer Trumbull responded to a call of a welfare check at the Catholic Care
Center in the 6700 block of East
45th North. Trumbull contacted
the subject in question who informed him her vehicle was out
of fuel. Trumbull discovered the
subject had three warrants for
her arrest out of Wichita. The
subject was arrested and booked
into jail. The subject’s name was
not available.
March 24 — Officer Gibson
responded to a call of a domestic disturbance in the 5100 block
of North St. James. The calling
party reported his son was having a “meltdown” and was out
of control. Officers spoke with
the son and it was determined
he needed to be transported to
ComCare for an evaluation.
March 26 — Officer Steele
took possession of a firearm and
ammunition from a citizen who
turned them in as condition of
probation.
March 26 — Officer Steele
took a report of unknown person
damaging a side door of a 2015
Carry-On trailer in the 5300 block
of North Rock Spring Court.
March 27 — Officer Trumbull arrested Kylee Barker on a
Bel Aire Municipal Court bench
warrant and two probation violation warrants through Wichita.
March 27 — Officer Trumbull stopped a maroon Mercury
Cougar for speeding in the 5000
block of East 37th North. The
driver was issued a citation for
speeding, no proof of insurance,
and driving with a suspended
driver’s license.
March 28 — Officer Forman
stopped a 2010 Toyota Corolla
for defective tag lamp in the
13000 block of East 53rd North.
Forman smelled the odor of
burnt marijuana emanating from
the vehicle. The driver admitted
to having smoked marijuana and
being in possession of glass pipe
and medal grinder. Forman conducted a search of the vehicle
and located the items and seized
them. The driver was issued a
warning citation for the defective tag lamp and a criminal
complaint citation for being in
possession of the paraphernalia.
March 30 — Police received
a call in reference to a subject
throwing items from a car in
the 5300 block of North Greenwich. Police found several open
pill bottles and several pills discarded on the ground. The pills
were collected and destroyed.
There was no contact information available for the subject
listed on the pill bottles.
March 30 — Officer Trumbull

Fire fight

Courtesy photo

On April 18, Northeast Magnet’s firefighter
program faced off with South High’s program in their annual skills competition. The
Northeast Magnet future firefighters took the
victory.
assisted Kechi police on a traffic
stop in the 5800 block of North
Oliver. The driver gave false
names during the stop. Officers
were eventually able to identify
the subject and determined he
had an expired driver’s license.
March 30 — Officer Trumbull stopped a blue Honda Odyssey for displaying a suspended
license plate in the 4600 block
of North Oliver. Officer Trumbull
seized the tag and issued a citation to the driver.
March 31 — Officer Forman
observed a silver Nissan Altima
that was sitting with its lights on
in the 3800 block of North Woodlawn. Forman observed empty
beer bottles sitting outside the
vehicle. The vehicle began to
drive away and Forman stopped
the vehicle. Forman observed
the vehicle to have expired tags
during the stop. Forman smelled
the odor of consumed alcoholic
beverages coming from the driver. The driver was arrested on a
charge of DUI and booked into
the Sedgwick County Jail. The
suspect’s name was not available.
March 31 — Officer Forman
stopped a silver Nissan Altima
and cited a passenger for minor
in consumption of alcohol in the
3700 block of North Woodlawn.
March 31 — Officers responded to a disturbance in the
6200 block of East Quail Ridge.
The dispatcher advised several subjects were fighting in
the street. Officers arrived and
observed eight to 10 subjects
involved in a disturbance. As officers approached, an unknown
number of subjects ran back
into the residence and closed
the door. The subjects refused
to answer the door for officers.
Officers identified the subjects
involved in the disturbance,
but all parties refused to press
charges.
April 1 — Officer Steele
found a Toyota emblem and
submitted into property and evidence.
April 1 — Officer Gibson took
a report about a Nissan Frontier
dumping metal bars and round
wooden posts into a field in the
5700 block of East Central Park.
Gibson was able to identify the
driver of the vehicle and issued
the driver a notice to appear in
court for trespassing and dumping solid waste.
April 1 — Officers responded to a domestic violence disturbance in the 6100 block of
East Edinburg. The subjects
are divorced and were having a
heated discussion about Easter
plans with their children. Nothing physical was noted, and officers cleared the scene.
April 2 — Lt. Foxx responded
to a non-injury accident in the
5800 block of East 37th North.
Both vehicles were driven from
the scene. A driver was cited for
no valid license.
April 2 — Chief Atteberry
took a report of a white Great
Pyrenees dog barking incessantly during the daytime hours in
the 5000 block of North Colonial
Court. The dog was located in
the backyard of a residence. The
dog was barking the entire time
Atteberry was taking the report
from the calling party. Atteberry
attempted to contact the dog’s
owner but was unsuccessful.
April 3 — Officer Crouse
responded to a call of a rape
in progress at the Catholic Care
Center in the 6500 block of East
45th North. Crouse contacted
the calling party who reported
a female screaming on a different floor. After speaking with the

reporting party and staff, Crouse
determined the patient suffers
from mental health issues.
April 3 — Officer Crouse
stopped a maroon Mercedes CClass with no headlights in the
4600 block of North Rock Road.
Crouse observed the license
plate on the vehicle to be expired as well. Upon checking the
driver’s license of the occupant,
it returned suspended. The driver was issued citations and released from the scene.
April 4 — Sedgwick County
Sheriff’s Office reported observing a vehicle swerve off the roadway and onto the shoulder in the
4600 block of North Woodlawn,
where it struck a street sign.
The driver of the vehicle stated
he had been blinded by the sun,
“felt dizzy” and did not correct
the steering wheel position of his
vehicle to proceed southbound.
The street sign post was broken
at the base.
April 5 — Officer Forman responded to a call of a domestic
disturbance in the 4900 block
of East 45th North. The calling
party reported her ex-husband
had been sitting in her driveway
for several hours. Forman located the ex-husband in a white
Hyundai parked in the driveway.
Forman spoke with both parties
and determined the argument
was over their daughter’s cellphone. The ex-husband wanted
the cellphone and the incident
documented.
April 5 — Officer Forman
stopped a silver Nissan Maxima
for defective equipment. Former
smelled the odor of marijuana
emanating from the vehicle.
The driver admitted to smoking
marijuana five hours earlier and
having a bag of marijuana in his
pocket. Forman issued the driver
a notice to appear in court for
possession of marijuana.
April 5 — Lt. Foxx took a
burglary report in the 5700 block
of North Lycee. The apartment
manager for Broadstone Villas
reported unknown persons forcibly entered the front door of an
unoccupied apartment and removed a GE frontload washing
machine and causing damage
to the back door of the apartment. The manager said she is
unsure of when this would have
occurred or when the last time
anyone had been in or around
that specific apartment.
April 5 — Lt. Foxx took a
burglary to auto report at the
Catholic Care Center in the 6500
block of East 45th North. The
reporting party said unknown
persons broke out the back side
window of her vehicle and removed her hot pink Coach purse
containing her black Coach wallet with her driver’s license, Social Security cards, bank cards
and $60 in cash.
April 5 — Officer Gibson responded to a vandalism report in
the 5800 block of East Hanover.
The calling party reported parking his 2005 Cadillac Escalade on
the street and finding the driver’s
side mirror damaged. The calling party said he thought maybe
somebody struck his mirror with
something and drove off. He estimated the mirror replacement
at $1,200 since the anti-freeze
liquid inside the mirror spilled
on the Champagne paint on his
driver’s side door that he said
would not come off.
April 5 — Officer Gibson
checked a red Monte Carlo
stopped on the side of the road

with its flashers on in the 4500
block of North Oliver. The driver
informed Gibson that he was
not driving the vehicle. Gibson learned the driver had two
warrants for his arrest through
Wichita and one warrant through
Peabody. The subject was arrested and booked into jail on
the warrants. The subject’s
name was not available.
April 5 — Officer Trumbull
responded to a call of a criminal
threat in the 5900 block of East
45th North. Trumbull contacted
the calling party who had a recorded conversation with his exgirlfriend and her mother regarding a civil matter. Both parties
made threats towards the safety
of the calling party. The victim
felt in fear, threatened, scared
and terrorized by the threats of
bodily harm.
April 6 — Officer Forman
stopped a female wearing a
blue hooded sweatshirt and blue
shorts, walking north on North
Rock Road. The female said she
did not have any identification
on her and said her name and
date of birth. She said she was
walking to Newton. A records
check of the female showed she
had an active bench warrant for
her arrest through Sedgwick
County. Chris A. Ross of Wichita
was arrested on the warrant and
booked into jail.
April 6 — Officer Gibson responded to a burglary report in
the 5900 block of East Memphis.
The calling party said he was
woken up by his former roommate wanting to tell him he
was going to pay him back the
money he borrowed. The roommate requested the victim go to
QuikTrip with him to retrieve the
money. The victim rode with the
roommate to QuikTrip and other
locations in Wichita over the
period of several hours. Upon
return to the residence, the
victim discovered several doors
unlocked and numerous items
missing. The victim said the total value for the missing items is
$6,000. The victim believes that
while the roommate was talking
to him, another accomplice entered the residence and hid until
they left. The victim also believes that while they were driving around, the roommate was
texting the accomplice where to
look for exact things inside the
residence.
April 9 — Officer Steele responded to an ongoing issue of
barking dogs in the 4700 block
of North Prestwick. The victim
reported receiving threatening
text messages from the dog’s
owner. The victim had initiated
contact via text with the owner
to ask him to keep his dogs from
barking. The victim felt a restraining order was warranted,
and Steele explained to the victim how to go about applying
for one through the Sedgwick
County District Court.
April 9 — Officer Toomey
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 4300 block of North Oliver.
The driver said he did not have
a driver’s license. The driver said
that he has never had a license
and is a Mexican national. The
driver was issued a citation and
released to his mother.
April 10 — Officers Steele
and Smithwick and Lt. Foxx contacted a person in the 4200 block
of North Edgemoor to inform
them of the death of a family
member in Searcy County, Ark..
April 10 — Chief Atteberry
responded to a reckless driver
call in the 4800 block of East
37th North. Atteberry located the
vehicle traveling west on 37th
and stopped it. The vehicle had
expired vehicle registration and
no insurance. The driver was issued citations and released.
April 10 — Officer Trumbull
took custody of various rounds
of ammunition to be destroyed
at the station.
April 11 — Officers Forman
and Crouse responded to a dispatched call of a suicidal subject at the Catholic Care Center
in the 6700 block of East 45th
North. The subject made statements to staff that he was going

to hang himself. The subject suffers from mental deficiency and
was transported by EMS to St.
Joseph Hospital for treatment.
April 11 — Chief Atteberry,
Lt. Foxx and Officer Steele assisted in a vehicle pursuit involving
the Wichita Police Department,
which was pursuing a stolen
vehicle. The pursuit entered
Bel Aire and continued into Kechi. The Kansas Highway Patrol,
Kechi police and Bel Aire police
were able to bring the pursuit to
an end in the 4700 block of East
101st North and the suspect was
taken into custody without incident. The suspect’s name was
not available.
April 11 — Officer Trumbull
responded to a hit-and-run accident in the 4200 block of North
Woodlawn. Trumbull made contact with the driver who caused
the accident and was advised
the other driver told him that he
had a suspended license and no
insurance. The fleeing driver told
the other driver not call 911. The
driver said he worked in Bel Aire
and left the scene. Trumbull located the run vehicle and driver
at Catholic Care Center. Deverell
D. Jones of Wichita was arrested
on charges of leaving the scene
of an accident, driving with a
revoked license, driving while a
habitual violator and failure to
provide aid and information, and
was issued multiple citations.
April 12 — Officer Forman
responded to an injury accident
in the 4600 block of North Spyglass. Forman located a green
Ford Mustang with a 60-day tag
stuck in a tree. Forman located
the driver and passengers in the
8500 block of East Millrun Court.
Wichita police arrived on scene
and took over the call.
April 12 — Lt. Foxx stopped
a black Toyota Tacoma for the
driver failing to wear his seatbelt when required in the 5200
block of North Rock Road. The
driver had a Mexico ID card and
stated he was not in the United
States legally and has never had
a driver’s license. A check of the
driver returned with a systemgenerated driver’s license number that was suspended through
the State of Kansas. The driver
was issued citations.
April 12 — Police took
learned that Adult Protective
Services received a complaint of
elder abuse at the Catholic Care
Center in the 6700 block of East
45th North. The victim’s daughter was using the victim’s debit
card without authority.
April 13 — Officer Trumbull
arrested Nicolas Carson on a Bel
Aire Municipal Court bench warrant.
April 14 — Officer Crouse
attempted to stop a red Dodge
Charger for traffic violations in
the 5000 block of North Oliver.
The vehicle failed to stop and
a pursuit was initiated. Crouse
disregarded the pursuit due to
visibility problems from dust.
Wichita police advised the vehicle was possibly involved in a
drive-by shooting.
April 14 — Officers Gibson
and Trumbull responded to a domestic violence call in the 4500
block of North Westlake Court.
While investigating the call,
one of the parties involved was
found to have three warrants for
their arrest. The subject, Ashley
Whitaker, was taken into custody
and booked into the Sedgwick
County Jail.
April 15 — Officer Gibson
and Wichita police were dispatched to 37th and Woodlawn
to check for a suicidal person.
The subject was located at
Sedgwick County Fire Station
37 on the phone with ComCare.
The subject was determined by
ComCare not to be a threat to
himself and was left in the care
of his friends.

CLASSIFIEDS
5 Garage Sales

8 For Sale

Bel Aire Seniors Club sale. Electric hospital bed for sale.
Quilt pieces, wooden tubs, Complete. No mattress. Call
bookcases, TV carts. Much 519-7192.
more. 5700 E. 41st North. May
10, 11, 12. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 20 Help Wanted
day.
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Pole
donated
The Bel Aire
Lions Club
donated a flag
pole that was
recently installed at the
Bel Aire Recreation Center.
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Tree-lined road
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Crews have been working to plant new trees along both sides of 37th
Street as the road was recently reconstructed.

Epic business
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Road re-opens
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ABOVE AND BELOW: Bel Aire City Manager Ty Lasher takes a tour of
Construction on 53rd Street North in Bel Aire has been completed and
Epic Sports’ 200,000-square-foot facility in Sunflower Commerce Park. the road is open for drivers.

