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Bel Aire seventh safest city in state
“We’ve consistently ranked
in the top 10 for years,” said
SafeWise recently named Bel City Manager Ty Lasher. “I
Aire the seventh safest city in
hope that’s something our
Kansas for 2018. SafeWise is a citizens can feel proud of. Bel
professional review and comAire is one of the safest cities in
parison website that focuses on Kansas.”
safety and security.
SafeWise works with security
By Taylor Messick

companies and also collects FBI
crime statistics to come up with
their lists. Bel Aire is on the list
of cities with populations over
2,500.
To compile the list, SafeWise
analysts reviewed 2016 FBI
crime statistics and population

data and based its evaluation on
the number of reported violent
crimes (aggravated assault, murder, rape, and robbery) in each
city per 1,000 people. If there
was a tie, analysts also factored
in the number of property crimes
(burglary, arson, larceny-theft

and car theft).
Bel Aire’s score for violent
crimes per 1,000 was 0.79. In
front of Bel Aire were Mission
Hills (0.00), Hesston (0.00),
Prairie Village (0.50), Fairway
(0.50), Goddard (0.63) and
Ulysses (0.63).

Holiday hoorah
Courtesy photo

A group of joggers receives reflective
belts from Chief Darrell Atteberry.

Police
push
belts for
safety
By Taylor Messick

Bel Aire police are now encouraging active residents to wear reflective gear when
it’s dark outside. The idea came from a local
resident.
Mark Shelley came to the Sept. 18 council
meeting with the idea. Shelley said he has
been running and biking in the city for years
and it never occurred to him how difficult
it was for drivers to see him in the dark. He
only realized it when his vehicle nearly hit
another Bel Aire resident who was jogging on
the shoulder of the road and luckily got out of
the way.
See BELT, Page 2

The city hosted
Christmas in Bel
Aire Dec. 1. The
event, which
was at City Hall,
included games,
crafts, songs
and, of course, a
visit from Santa
Claus. Several
families attended.

Courtesy
photos

City and
Elk Creek
come to
terms

By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire Council on Dec. 4 unanimously approved the re-zoning of the Elk
Creek second addition. The nine lots sit
against the wetlands in Elk Creek.
In April, the council considered approving the re-platting of the lots, but tabled the
item when concerned residents attended the
meeting and asked them to take another look.
Many were concerned with the protection
of the wetlands as well as potentially allowing for smaller minimum square footage for
buildings on the lots. The suggested zoning
at the time was not in compliance with the
homeowners association.
The zoning was changed from R-5b to R-3
like the rest of Elk Creek. It also allows for
six-foot side-yard setbacks and zoning lot
amendments.
“The purpose of this change is to maintain
consistency with the surrounding neighborhood,” said council member Jeff Elshoff.
“That’s something we strive to maintain here.
I think that’s really important and it’s a good
move.”
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Council approves plan for senior housing complex
housing facility. Homestead
offers affordable housing
for seniors with energy
efficient appliances and low
bills. It builds duplexes and
triplexes that are typically
about 1,100 square feet.
However, the developers
came to the city asking for
flexibility on the minimum

square footage requirement
of 1,200. They intend to
build and rent units close to
that size, but some of their
clients won’t need housing
that big because many are
widowed seniors. All of the
units could end up being
1,100 square feet, but the
developers wanted some

flexibility for their clients
and asked for the square
footage to be dropped to
900.
The planning commission meeting regarding the issue didn’t draw
much interest, but one Elk
Creek resident expressed
concerns. The resident did

Commerce Park is utilized
for agriculture purposes.
On Dec. 18, the Bel
The Bel Aire Public BuildAire City Council aping Commission owns the
proved a yearly agreement land and leases it to the
for farm leases.
city.
A large portion of undeThe deal is a win-win
veloped land in Sunflower for the city. The land is

well maintained by the
farmers using it and the
city collects over $33,000
per year by allowing them
to use it.
Mike Bohannan and
Harris Entz have farmed
various parcels of the

property for about 15
developer will purchase
years. Mayor David Austin and develop the land.
In other business, the counsaid they pay on time and
cil:
have been easy to work
•Announced the winners
with. Austin said the farm of the Making Bel Aire Bright
leases are approved on an Christmas light competition.
•Recognized
outgoing
annual basis by the city in
Sedgwick County Commissioner
hopes that a commercial

Plane ticket
back home

Students age 8 to 18, who
are enrolled in a class,
are able to audition for
Broadway-style productions as well. A typical
show has a cast comprised of students from
25 schools and about 60
families representing
16 communities in the
greater Wichita area and
beyond.
CYT is dedicated to
developing character
in children and adults
through training in the
arts and by producing
wholesome family entertainment, all of which
reflect Judeo-Christian
values.
For tickets to My Fair
Lady , or to learn more
about our upcoming
classes and shows, visit
www.cytwichita.org or
call 682-1688.
— The Breeze staff

By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council Dec. 11 unanimously
approved a planned unit development and zoning overlay agreement for the Villas
at Prestwick. The action relates directly to the recently
approved Homestead senior

not want to look across the
pond at smaller buildings
and was unsupportive of
the city allowing a reduction for minimum square
footage.
The compromise the city
came up with was to allow
only the innermost of the
12 lots to potentially allow

1,000-square-foot dwellings. The outer buildings
must be at least 1,100.
Since the buildings will be
duplexes and triplexes, the
buildings will look much
larger in the end; each individual unit must meet the
minimum square footage
requirements.

Bel Aire council OKs farm leases
By Taylor Messick

Dave Unruh.
•Heard a presentation from
WAMPO’s Mike Tan.
•Unanimously approved an
R-PUD zoning overlay agreement concerning the Villas at
Prestwick.
All members of the council
were present. There was no
executive session.

HIGHLIGHTS
How’s this for don’t go
away mad, just go away?
On Nov. 28, Bel Aire
police responded to a residence in the 5500 block
of North Lycee where a
man said he was missing a
money order.
The man suspected his
girlfriend or her daughter
of taking the money order.
Winners of the first-ever Bel Aire Recreation
Neither would admit to
Department’s Holiday Hoops free-throw
taking the money order,
shooting contest and their families.
which had apparently
fallen on the floor, even
and Manasseh Ketner of
though they both acknowlWichita, Ron & Carol Ott edged it had been on the
Scholarship.
floor. The payee line had
— The Breeze staff not been filled in yet.
The daughter helped
The Bel Aire Recrethe situation by buying
ation Department hosted
the man a ticket back to
its first-ever Holiday
California, police said.
Hoops free-throw contest
— The Breeze staff
Dec. 15. Youth and adult
pairs attempted 10 free
Bel Aire police are
throws each, and whoever investigating the possible
scored the most points
illegal distribution of ein each age group won a
vape cartridges containing
holiday ham.
THC at Northeast Magnet
This year’s winners are High School.
Talk about stealing
Hayden and Max SnodOn Nov. 27, a Bel Aire nearly all of someone’s
grass, Luke and Jacquepolice officer spoke with a joy.
line Brokaw, and Vince
vice principal of Northeast
On Nov. 28, a woman
and Andrew Uhlschmidt. Magnet in the 5500 block
from
the 5000 block of
Approximately 40 par- of North Lycee about a
East
Willow
Point reticipants shot free throws drug offense. While folported
the
theft
of a yard
in this year’s contest. Bel lowing up on previous
ornament.
Aire Rec wishes to thank drug incidents, Officer
She said she had a
everyone who came to
Virginia Crice obtained
hand-made
wooden sign
this event and hopes to
names of several students spelling the word “JOY”
see them again next year. who may be involved in
in her yard as a Christmas
— The Breeze staff distributing drugs in the
decoration and someone
school.
took the “Y.” The suspect
One student was selling also attempted to remove
the e-vape cartridges that the other letters, but was
contained THC oil to other unsuccessful.
students. THC is the active
— The Breeze staff
substance in marijuana
The following area
that creates the high. The
students have received
cartridges were the same
scholarships from Embrand as those removed
poria State University
from several students the
for the current academic
week before this incident.
year: Jacob Keely of Bel
Christian Youth
Crice said in a report
Aire, University ScholarTheater
Wichita Inc. will
that the student admitted
ship — Liberal Arts &
president
the full stage
to
supplying
the
carriages
Sciences and Presidenproduction
of “My Fair
to
several
other
students.
tial/Transfer Scholarship;
Lady”
in
January.
An
administrator
also
Lucinda Ramser of Bel
Performances will be 7
Aire, Presidential/Transfer questioned another student
p.m.
Jan. 24 and 25, and
who
had
a
vape
pen
with
Scholarship and Univer2
and
7 p.m. Jan. 26, all
three
empty
cannabis
oil
sity Scholarship — Teachat
Isely
Magnet School,
cartridges.
A
third
student
ers College; Elia Brown of
5256
N.
Woodlawn. StuWichita, David W. Kasitz had three empty Juul candent
tickets
are $11; adult
nabis
cartridges,
mace
and
Art Department Fund,
tickets
are
$13.
Add $2 at
multiple
over-the-counter
Presidential/Transfer
the
door.
medications.
Other
stuScholarship, Rex & Ann
CYT is an after-school
dents were also involved.
Hall Family Art Scholartheater
arts training proAll
students
were
searched
ship, Ruth M. Browning
gram
for
students age 5 to
by
school
staff,
and
the
Memorial Scholarship
18.
Drama,
voice, dance
items
were
located
by
and University Scholarand
a
broad
spectrum of
school staff.
ship — Art Department;
specialty
theatrical
workThe
investigation
is
Gabriel Hernandez of
shops
are
available
as
ongoing.
Wichita, Presidential/
weekly
two-hour
classes.
—
The
Breeze
staff
Transfer Scholarship;

Rec hosts
Holiday Hoops

Police probe
involves vape

Part of
‘JOY’ stolen

Students get
scholarships

CYT to stage
‘Fair Lady’

Belt
Continued from Page 1

Shelley said he has
since started wearing a reflective belt for safety. He
said he always sees the police passing by when he’s
out exercising and thought
the police could help dis-

tribute some of the belts to
keep other residents safe.
He also recommended bike
paths for the city. Shelley
said the belt isn’t uncomfortable to exercise in. He
said it’s small, not intrusive
and doesn’t get too hot in
the summer.
Chief Darrell Atteberry has taken Shelley’s
suggestions and is letting

residents know about the
initiative. The department
got some of the reflective belts to hand out to
residents and Atteberry has
been pushing people on
Facebook to get and use
the new safety gear.

NMC to run
Amidon Clinic

Newton Medical Center announced last week
that the Wichita primary care clinic, North
Amidon Family Physicians, will begin operating as an NMC primary
care clinic on March 1.
The move comes as
current owners, Drs.
Maureen Roos and David
Wall, retire after 40 years
of practicing medicine.
North Amidon Family
Physicians is located at
3443 N. Amidon.
“For the past few
years, our greatest fear
has been the real possibility that the practice
we have built over the
past 26 years would end
at our retirement,” Wall
said. “After meeting with
NMC, we were put at
ease with knowing our
patients would be in good
hands. Not only does the
organization have a great
reputation, but a large
part of our patients reside
in the hospital’s service
area.”
Sharon Norris, MD,
and Jodi Metzger, MD,
will continue practicing at North Amidon.
Joining them in March
will be NMC’s Margaret

“Maggie” Yoder, DO,
and Gary Whiting, PA-C,
who currently serve at
Park City Family Medicine.
“We’re privileged to
help continue the legacy
Drs. Roos and Wall have
built,” said Alex Haines,
NMC vice president of
clinic operations. “It is
important for us to continue providing excellent
service to these patients
and their families.”
— The Breeze staff

the intersection of 93rd
and Meridian after class
let out at nearby Valley
Center High School.
The first wreck happened about 2:45 p.m. in
the 10500 block of North
Ridge. The Sedgwick
County Sheriff’s Office
said a vehicle driven by
Laurie Potter left the
road and overturned in
a field. Dispatchers said
Potter was trapped inside
the vehicle.
Potter was not hurt.
She was arrested on a
charge of DUI.
Minutes later, Valley
Center police and fire
crews responded to 93rd
and Meridian, where two
Three people were
vehicles collided at the
sent to the hospital and
intersection.
one person was arrested
Police said a truck
on a DUI charge after a
driven by Justin McDontwo-vehicle wreck Dec.
ald of Valley Center was
21 in the 6800 block of
northbound on Meridian
North Oliver in Kechi.
and a four-door vehicle
The Sedgwick County driven by Lauren AkSheriff’s Office said
ers of Valley Center
Felicia R. Downing was was westbound on 93rd.
traveling north on Oliver Akers’ vehicle crossed
when a vehicle driven by Meridian and was hit by
Timothy Dukes struck
the truck. Meridian trafDowning’s vehicle from fic is not required to stop
behind, causing it to run at the intersection. Akers
off the road into a ditch. was cited for inattenDukes’ vehicle overtive driving, no proof of
turned and went into a
insurance and no driver’s
ditch as well.
license.
Downing and a pasValley Center High
senger in her vehicle
School Principal Jamie
were taken to Wesley
Lewis helped direct
Medical Center with
traffic around the wreck
minor injuries.
before police officers
Dukes was taken to
arrived.
Wesley with serious
No injuries were
injuries. Dukes was later reported.
arrested on charges of
The third wreck hapDUI and driving with a
pened about 5:30 p.m.
suspended license.
A vehicle driven by
The wreck happened
Jose Galan of Wichita
about 3:15 p.m.
was traveling south on
— The Breeze staff Hydraulic when it left the
road, entered a field and
struck two fences near
85th North. Galan suffered minor injuries. He
was arrested on a charge
No one was seriously of DUI.
— The Breeze staff
hurt in three wrecks
within three hours of
each other Dec. 7 in
north Sedgwick County.
Two of the wrecks may
have involved alcohol.
Law enforcement
reported a pair of singlevehicle wrecks, while
two vehicles collided at

�ree hurt,
one arrested

3 wrecks in
one afternoon

Ryan‛s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258

CLASSIFIEDS
20 Help Wanted

Call 755-0821 to advertise here
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Much
to do in
new year

Mayor’s
corner
By David Austin

A

nd that’s
a wrap on
2018.
Bel Aire
continues
to grow with new housing
starts. In 2018, housing
starts ranged in value
from $100,000 to over
$600,000. Housing was
approved for senior citizens, recent retirees and
for families, too.
Mike Tann, from the
Wichita Area Metropolitan Area Planning Organization (WAMPO), spoke
at the Dec. 18 council
meeting. He shared the
group is working to
develop the vision of its
next long-range transportation plan. This will look
at all regional transportation decisions for the next
20 years.
He pointed out that
lots of young families and
seniors have moved, are
moving or will relocate
to our community in the
near future.
Before Mr. Tann’s
presentation, I think Bel
Aire citizen, Pastor Joel
Schroeder, summed it
up best during his opening prayer. In essence,
he asked for God to give
strength to the governing body for the long run
and prayed that we may
all have the same goal
to move the city forward
and to do what we can to
make Bel Aire the best it
can be.
His prayer and the
WAMPO presentation
were a perfect way to
conclude 2018. After
working with the current
council for nearly an entire year now, I can assure
you we all have the same
vision for our community: lowering the debt,
improving infrastructure,
prudent planning for future infrastructure needs
and putting a spotlight
on the wonderful growth
opportunities that exist
for more residential, commercial and retail.
We have had some
healthy debates and
lengthy discussion about
how to best reach these
goals. These will continue.
The year 2019 is a pivotal year for Bel Aire.
In 2018, we made great
strides in improving roads
and streets by doubling
the budget for repairs;
we purchased equipment
that is needed now and in
the future; we continued
to lower the debt; and we
made some investments in
tactics to help spur future
growth.
Hindsight is always
20/20. In 2019, we will
ask you for your input
on what you want or if
you want to see a natural
gathering spot created.
Bel Aire’s 40th anniversary takes place in 2020.
My goal for 2019 is to put
many plans in place so
Bel Aire can thrive in its
next 40 years.
Imaging a city with retail and commercial adding to the residential tax
base. Imagine your taxes
being lowered and major
improvements and investments being made at the
same time. This is a real
possibility for Bel Aire.
It starts with finding the
right investors to develop
our land. That starts with
continued improvements
to marketing and being
creative with this gift.
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to each
and every one of you. See
you in 2019.

The Bel Aire Breeze
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com. The ofﬁce is located at
210 W. Main, Valley Center,
Kan.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at
53rd North and Hillside,
across from Wichita
Heights High School.
Sunday worship
services are at 9 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with communion at both services.
Sunday school for all
ages begins at 10:15 a.m.
For more information
about the church and its
activities, find us online
at www.christ-lutheran.
org or call us at 7441242.
Chad Langdon is the
pastor.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic)
is located at 4910 N.
Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday masses
are at 8 a.m. Tuesday
through Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible
Chapel is located at the
corner of 45th North and
Arlene.
If you have any questions about our church,
please call Amy Smith at
323-2819.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E.
37th North, Wichita KS
67220-2037. The church
phone number is 6860208.
Easter Sunday brunch
is at 9 a.m. with worship
at 11.
Sunday worship is at
9:30 and 11 a.m. A nursery is provided.
Wednesday study
groups at 6:30 p.m. include adult studies, youth
and Awana.
Pastor is Jim Rackham, and youth pastor is
Tate Strasner.

Fairmount United
Church of Christ
Visit the church
at 1605 Fairmount in
Wichita, one block south
and one block east of
17th North and Hillside.
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m., which includes children’s church.
Sunday school begins at
9:30 a.m.
For more information,
call 682-1597 or visit at
www.fairmountuccc.org.
Steve Bridwell is the
minister.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N.
Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday services are 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday.
Praise and worship is
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening
of each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at
5500 N. Greenwich Road
is one mile south of K254 and five miles north
of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for
all ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for
prayer and fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month and host a
church brunch quarterly.
Special events are
announced on the
church sign, Facebook
and by mailings. Please
call to be added to our
mailing list or email
shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center and
Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook
at Wichita Greenwich
United Methodist Church.
Call us at 744-0203.

Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E.
61st North in Kechi.
Sunday worship is at
9:03 a.m. (contemporary)
and 11 (traditional), with
Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is
at 6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone
number is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the
Assemblies of God, LifePoint is located at 400 S.
Abilene in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday school meets at 9
a.m., with Kids Church at
10:30. There is no regular
Sunday night service. For
special activities, check
online at www.lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program is at 6:30 p.m., with
Velocity Student Ministries for youth meets at 7.
Adult small groups
meet throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thurman. Call the church at
755-2331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E.
34th North in northeast
Wichita.
You can reach us at
683-5538 or via email at
postmaster@risensavior.
net.
Sunday morning
services in our new Worship Center are at 8 and
10:30, with a nursery
and Children’s Church
during the 10:30 service.
We provide adult Bible
classes and children’s
Sunday school beginning
at 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday Evening
ministries from 6:30
to 7:45 p.m. are for all
ages. A nursery is available for preschool age
children. King’s Kids
is for children in kindergarten through fifth
grade. Confirmation
class is for children in
grades six through eight.

With 2018 in the rearview mirror, the cities that
call north Sedgwick County
home can look at new opportunities and challenges
in a new year.
There have been many
accomplishments during the
past 12 months.
Bel Aire continues to
reach milestones with land
sales.
Park City has had
record-like growth in new
commercial and industrial
construction.
Kechi has rallied around
an arts and entertainment
theme for its community,
creating a new city emblem
and logo.
Valley Center opened
its first brand-new public
facility in years with great
fanfare. The Community
Center & Library building
is an attractive and useful
source of great pride for
residents.
These are just a few of
the accomplishments.
Now, we look ahead.
There’s no surprise that
IMPACT! is for grades
the biggest need in Bel
nine through 12. Bible
Aire heading into 2019 is
classes for adults will be commercial development.
provided.
Diversifying the city’s
Each month we protax base by varying the
vide options to particiuse of the city’s land is a
pate in a variety of Bible challenge. Mayor David
studies, fellowship and
Austin has talked about
service opportunities for spurring development by
all ages.
building a Master Park to
Find us on Facebook, make the community more
Instagram and Twitter
attractive to developers. It
— search RisenSaviorwould be nice to see the
ICT! Find out everything governing body agree on a
Risen Savior has to offer way forward for the Master
on our website at www.
Park Plan. Decisions have
risensavior.net.
to be made. If that isn’t the
Senior pastor is Tom
answer, then what is?
Harmon. Assistant pastor
Valley Center has some
is Nick Cordt.
obvious challenges. Chief
among them is the East
Saint Michael Western Fifth Street reconstruction
Orthodox Christian
project, which was supSaint Michael’s Orposed to be done by now.
thodox Christian Church We know we’ll appreciate
is at 2710 E. 61st North, the road when it’s finished.
Park City. It is a conBeyond that, the project
gregation of the Antioshould serve as a catalyst
chian Orthodox Christian to study the process of road
Archdiocese of North
construction projects and
America.
how to make it better. The
Sunday worship has
city has seen repeated probMatins at 9:45 a.m. and
lems on multiple projects.
Divine Liturgy (Mass)
The biggest need for
at 10. Adult class at 9
Kechi in 2019 is the contina.m. studies the Biblical ued effort towards an arts
Journey of Faith.
and business district near
Saturday Vespers are
the intersection of Oliver
at 4:30 p.m.
and Kechi Road. Residents
For more informahave made it clear this
tion, call 734-6248, go
is something they want
online at www.saintmithe city to invest in and
chaelorthodoxchurch.
develop. The city has hit a
com or email inquiries to few snags since starting the
jflora@cox.net.
process, but seems to be
The Very Rev. Dr.
fully committed to its future
John Flora is archpriest
development. It won’t hapand pastor. The Rev.
pen overnight, but the most
Father Basil Anderson is important thing for Kechi in
deacon. Frank Tritschler 2019 is to stay focused and
is head chanter. Readers committed.
are Moses Rothenberger
Arguably the biggest
and James Finneran.
need for Park City in 2019
Mrs. Sally Buxon is
is developing a community
organist.
identity outside of its strong
business acumen. Park
Wichita Three Angels
City has done a good job
Seventh-day Adventist
at diversifying its tax base
Located at 4558 N.
and consistently bringHydraulic, Wichita.
ing businesses to the city.
Birger Draget is pasNow is the time to focus on
tor. Sabbath school at
the lighter side of things.
9:30 a.m. with worship
Community gatherings can
service at 11.
make residents feel more at
For more informahome, together and proud
tion, go online at www.
to live in their city. Comgodscloset.com or on
munity events and resident
Facebook (Gods Closet
involvement is important
- Wichita).
and Mayor Ray Mann
For God’s Closet, call seems to recognize that.
778-0474.
He has put an emphasis on
improving the city’s parks
Send your church’s
for such possible future
upcoming events
events, which is a welcome
and service times to
first step.
legals@arkvalleynews.
— The Bel Aire Breeze
com or call 755-0821.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors
All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Monthly & Special Events

Dec. 31 — City Hall closed, New Year’s Eve
Jan. 1 — City Hall closed, New Year’s Day
Jan. 2, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time, Senior Center
Jan. 3, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center
Jan. 3, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, Senior Center, RSVP required
Jan. 7, 6:30 p.m. —Potluck dinner & program, Trivia, Jessica Reyes
with Sedgwick Plaza
Jan. 9, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
Jan. 9, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. — Blood pressure check by Catholic Care,
Rec Center
Senior Center/Community Room
Jan. 10, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
Jan. 14, 1 p.m. — Genealogy group, open to everyone,
744-2451
Senior Center
Jan. 16, 10:15 a.m. — Senior brunch, Cracker Barrel, Park City
Recreation Center
Jan. 17, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, Senior Center, RSVP required
5251 E. 48th North
Jan. 21 — City Hall closed, Martin Luther King Jr. Day
744-2700
Jan. 22, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out, call Anita 744-2840 for info
Jan. 23, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
Jan. 23, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club, Senior Center
Jan. 24, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center
Pickleball — Monday 9 to 11 a.m., Rec Center, $2/person
Jan. 28, 6 p.m. — Covered dish dinner & program. Rec Center
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
Jan. 29, 1:30 p.m. — Antique Road Show, John Boldenow,
Line Dance Class — Monday 1:30 p.m., Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
Community Room

Locations

Weekly Events

Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
Bridge Games — Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center, must RSVP.
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast — Fridays 9 a.m., various locations

Dec 31 — City Hall closed, New
Year’s Eve.
Jan. 1 — City Hall closed, New Year’s
Day
Jan. 2 — Bel Aire Chamber of
Commerce, City Hall, Noon
Indoor soccer
Jan. 2 — Municipal court, City Hall,
Ages 4 through 11. Practice begins the
7 p.m.
last week of February. Games are sched- Jan. 3 — City Council, City Hall,
uled to begin March 9. Registration
7 p.m.
deadline is Feb. 11.
Jan. 9 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
Gospel Assembly Church,
11:30 a.m.
Adult Pickleball
Jan.
10
— Planning Commission,
Held from 9 to 11 a.m. Mondays in the
Rec Center gymnasium.

Bel Aire Recreation
Boys basketball
For ages 5 through 12. Teams have
already formed. Limited openings remain. Games begin Jan. 12.
Tumbling mini session
For ages 4 and 5 and ages 6 and up.
Come tumble at the Rec Center! Ages 4
and 5 will meet at 6 p.m.; ages 6 and up
will meet at 7 p.m.
ActivStars cheerleading
Come cheer at Bel Aire Rec. Sign up at
www.mw.activstars.com. Starting at $8
per class. Enrollment begins Jan. 30.
Practices begin in February (evenings).
Youth Dance
Come and learn some new moves. Ages
4 through 6 meet at 6 p.m.; ages 7 and
up meet at 7 p.m. Thursdays starting
Jan. 24.
Happy Feet
For ages 2 through 5. Come and learn
the basics of soccer! Make sure you
choose the Bel Aire location and sign up
at https://www.wichitahappysoccerfeet.
com/register-now/
Sundays 1 to 2 p.m. starting Jan. 20.
Happy Hoops
For ages 2 through 5. Come and learn
the basics of basketball. Make sure you
choose the Bel Aire location and sign up
at https://www.wichita happysoccerfeet.
com/register-now/
Sundays 2 to 3 p.m. starting Jan. 20.
TGA Indoor Golf
Grades kindergarten through eighth.
Teach, grow and achieve in this indoor
golf class. Make sure you choose the Bel
Aire location and sign up at https://centralkansas.playtga.com/ Sundays from 3
to 4 p.m. starting Jan. 20.

Community Events

Taekwondo
Ages 5 and up. Great classes for beginners to black belts. Classes meet at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday.

City Hall, 6 p.m.
Jan. 14 — Utility Advisory
Committee, City Hall, noon
Jan. 15 — City Council, City Hall,
7 p.m.
Jan. 16 — Community Development
Committee, City Hall, 7 p.m.
Jan. 17 — Municipal Court,
City Hall, noon
Jan. 21 — City Hall closed for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 23 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
Gospel Assembly Church,
11:30 a.m.

Making Bel Aire Bright 2018 winners

Yoga
Teens and adults can join at any time.
Participants need to bring their own
yoga mat. Classes are from 6 to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barn Quilt Workshop
Bring the beauty of quilts to the city. No
skills needed for this class. You will take
home a finished project. Space is limited, please call to reserve a spot. First
Saturday morning of each month.
Senior Aerobics
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics.
Low-impact exercises are designed to
reduce stress on your joints and back
while using all major muscle groups.
Class meets 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays.
Fitness Center
Need a place to work on your new year’s
resolution? Check out our fitness center.
Top: 1st Place, Corey & Holly Leeper, 4424 N. Rushwood
The center has elliptical cross trainers,
Bottom left: 2nd Place, Jeff Fisher, 5398 N. Rock Spring
free weights, treadmills, a multistation
Bottom right: 3rd Place, Chris Boyd & family, 6720 E 44th Court North
weight machine, recumbent bike and
knowledgeable staff. Open six days a
week during Rec Center hours.
For more info about any Bel Aire
rec program, call 744-2700.
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Service to the city recognized

Courtesy photos

Outgoing Sedgwick County Commissioner Dave Unruh, pictured here
Bel Aire Lions Club members Gary and Jackie O’Neal receive the Mayor’s Star award from Mayor David Austin on Dec. 11 for their service to with his wife Karen, receives the Mayor’s Star on Dec. 18 for being an
integral part in the development of Sunflower Commerce Park and the
the city.
paving of 45th and 53rd streets.

BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Oct. 27 — A resident in the
7600 block of East 45th North
reported an unknown person
entered an unlocked Morton
building and took tools. No
serial numbers were given at
time of report.
Nov. 15 — A nurse manager of Catholic Care Center
in the 6700 block of East 45th
North reported a known suspect stole a prescription pill
from a resident’s pill packet.
Nov. 15 — A caregiver for
Transformation Services reported a client walked away from
the group home in the 5300
block of North Lycee about 4
p.m. and had not returned.
The walkaway returned to the
residence about 9 p.m.
Nov. 16 — A man and his
girlfriend where having a verbal
altercation in the 5700 block
of North Lycee. They refused
to separate for the evening.
No evidence of physical contact was observed. They were
asked to avoid one another for
the evening.
Nov. 16 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Rock
Road. The driver was cited for
driving left of center, driving
with an expired driver’s license
and driving without proof of liability insurance.
Nov. 16 — Bel Aire police
officers assisted the Wichita
Police Department in the 5200
block of East Ashton Court with
follow-up work on a hit-andrun fatality from Wichita.
Nov. 16 — Officers Smithwick and Gibson were dispatched to the report of a
disturbance in the 5200 block
of North Rocksprings. A male
client was tearing up his room,
broke a glass window, threatened to kill himself with glass
shards and punched numerous
holes in a wall. He also tore
a television off the wall. The
man was transported to St. Joseph Medical Center by an ambulance for an evaluation.
Nov. 16 — Sgt. Davis and
Officers Gibson and Smithwick
responded to a lost adult reported by a ResCare caregiver
in the 5300 block of North Lycee. A client walked away from
the residence, but returned
prior to the officer’s arrival.
Nov. 17 — A black Lexus
was stopped for speeding in
the 7700 block of East 45th
North. The driver was issued
a notice to appear in court for
driving with a suspended license and speeding.
Nov. 18 — Officer Crouse
located vehicle parts in the
northbound lanes of the 4100
block of North Woodlawn near
the railroad crossing. Damage
was observed on the barricade
near the railroad arm. No vehicle description or suspects
were identified or located.
Union Pacific Railroad was contacted regarding the damage.
Nov. 18 — Officers Manuel
and Trumbull located a man in
the 13200 block of East 53rd
North with warrants through
Bel Aire and Sedgwick County.
Matthew Englert was arrested
on charges of failure to appear
in court and probation violation.
Nov. 19 — A woman reported her husband was withholding her belongings in the
3800 block of North Oliver. She
alleged he had her driver’s license and some mail from her
biological mother. He denied
having any of her belongings.
Nov. 20 — Officer Crouse
stopped a Chevrolet S-10 in
the 5900 block of East 37th
North for a defective driver’s
side headlight. The driver was
issued a notice to appear in
court for driving with a suspended license.
Nov. 20 — Sgt. Davis and
Officer Crouse were dispatched
to a domestic violence disturbance at Edgemoor and Memphis. A woman was contacted
and she reported she was
struck on the right side of her
face. Her face was bright red
on her right side. The male
was not located in the residence or the immediate area.

A complaint was completed to
be served to the male.
Nov. 20 — Officer Smithwick worked a two-vehicle
wreck in the 4100 block of
North Oliver. No injuries were
reported and both vehicles
appeared to suffer minor
damage. Information was exchanged between the parties,
and vehicles were driven from
the scene.
Nov. 20 — A Butler County sheriff’s deputy detained
a man on a Bel Aire warrant.
Officer Trumbull took custody
of the man and transported
him to the Sedgwick County
Jail. While at the jail, the man
was confirmed to have an active Sedgwick County warrant.
The man, whose name was not
available, was booked into jail.
Nov. 20 — Sgt. Davis
stopped a vehicle for defective
equipment in the 6100 block
of East 37th North. The driver
was cited for no driver’s license
and no insurance and received
a warrant for the defective vehicle equipment.
Nov. 21 — A man from the
4100 block of North Farmstead
reported he sold a vehicle and
left the license plate on the car.
It had not been returned. The
man who bought the car was
contacted by telephone, but he
reportedly could not retrieve
the tag because his girlfriend
had a protection-from-abuse
order against him.
Nov. 21 — A woman reported she backed her red
Ford Escape into a parked blue
GMC Envoy in the 6700 block
of East 45th North. No injuries
were reported.
Nov. 21 — A resident from
the 5000 block of East 45th
North reported a tire store had
advised him that his tires would
be removed from his vehicle if
he didn’t pay his bill.
Nov. 22 — A man in the
4900 block of North Farmstead
reported his neighbor’s dogs
barked incessantly. Officer
Steele contacted the owner of
the dogs to get his cooperation
to resolve the matter.
Nov. 22 — A man and
woman were having an argument in the 5500 block of
North Lycee Court and the police were called. They agreed
to stay in separate rooms for
the night.
Nov. 24 — Officer Forman stopped a vehicle with no
taillights in the 5300 block of
North Webb. The driver was
cited for driving in violation
of her restricted license. She
contacted her father, who responded to take custody of the
car’s three occupants.
Nov. 24 — Officer Smithwick stopped a vehicle for
speeding in the 4800 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver
was arrested on a warrant and
a charge of driving with a suspended license. He was cited
for speeding. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Nov. 25 — Officer Forman
assisted members of the Valley Center Police Department
with a vehicle pursuit. Kansas
Highway Patrol troopers and
Forman located the vehicle in
a field south of K-254 Highway
just east of Hillside. The passenger, Megan Nicole Wagner
of Valley Center, was taken into
custody.
Nov. 25 — A teenage girl
reported she lost control on
the snow-covered road in the
4000 block of North Woodlawn, went in a ditch to avoid
on-coming traffic, braked hard
and slid through the ditch and
hit a parked car. No injuries
were reported.
Nov. 25 — Police took a
report from the 5300 block of
North Cypress. A man called
his ex and wanted to visit his
children. The man reportedly
could not leave California because he is on parole, and he
has been threatening his ex.
Nov. 26 — A woman reported that she observed an
unknown female remove an
item out of her neighbor’s
mailbox in the 4100 block of
North Auburn. She said she did

not recognize the individual
and reported the incident to
the homeowner.
Nov. 27 — A ResCare employee called about being battered by a client in the group
home where she works in the
8400 block of East Granite
Court. The suspect is severely
mentally disabled. The employee said the suspect is usually non-compliant with female
staff.
Nov. 27 — Officer Crice
spoke with a vice principal of
Northeast Magnet High School
in the 5500 block of North Lycee about a drug offense. While
following up on some previous
drug incidents, she obtained
names of several students who
may be involved in distributing drugs in the school. One
student was selling the e-vape
cartridges that contained THC
oil to other students. THC is
the active substance in marijuana that creates the high.
The cartridges were the same
brand as those removed from
several students the week before this incident. When Crice
spoke with the student, she
admitted that she was supplying the e-vape carriages to
several other students. An administrator also questioned another student who had a vape
pen with three empty cannabis
oil cartridges. A third student
had three empty Juul cannabis
cartridges, mace and multiple
over-the-counter medications.
Other students were also involved. All students were
searched by school staff and
the items located by school
staff. The investigation is ongoing.
Nov. 28 — Officer Forman
was dispatched to the report
of a suspicious person in the
5600 block of East Denise.
The calling party, who wished
to not be contacted and to remain anonymous, reported an
unknown person) rang their
doorbell and then drove east
on Denise in an unknown vehicle. The reporting party further
advised the occupants of the
vehicle were knocking down
garbage cans in the neighborhood. Forman was unable to
locate the vehicle as the reporting party waited some time
before calling in the activity.
Forman found several garbage
cans knocked over. He placed
the garbage cans upright and
cleaned up as much trash as
possible.
Nov. 28 — Officers responded to a dispatched call
to contact a man about a
missing money order in the
5500 block of North Lycee. He
suspected his girlfriend or her
daughter of taking the money
order. Neither would admit to
taking the money order that
fell on the floor, even though
they both acknowledged it had
been on the floor. The payee
line had not been filled in yet.
The daughter helped by buying the man a ticket back to
California.
Nov. 28 — A woman reported the theft of a yard ornament in the 5000 block of
East Willow Point. She said she
had a hand-made wooden sign
spelling the word “JOY” in her
yard as a Christmas decoration
and someone took the “Y” and
attempted to remove the others.
Nov. 29 — A woman in
the 8400 block of East Granite
Court reported that sometime
over the last two months, she
lost her handicap placard from
her vehicle.
Nov. 29 — The manager of
a business in the 3800 block of
North Woodlawn called to report an employee having possession of a bank deposit bag
on Nov. 3. The bank deposit
never made it to the bank.
The manager was notified by
Bank of America of the missing deposit. The investigation
is ongoing.
Nov. 30 — The manager of
Broadstone Villas in the 5600
block of North Lycee called the
Bel Aire Police Station to report
vandalism to a handicap park-

ing sign. The manager emailed
photos of the sign along with a
cost to repair the signs.
Dec. 1 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle in the 7200
block of East 45th North. The
driver admitted to only having a learner’s permit, which
she did not have with her. The
driver received a citation for
driving outside of restrictions
and for no drivers’ license in
possession.
Dec. 1 — Officer Trumbull
was traveling south on Webb
when he observed a vehicle
approaching at a high rate of
speed. Locked speed was 95
mph in a 55 mph zone. The
driver stated he was not paying attention and did not see
a speed limit sign. (It’s hard to
read the signs at that speed,
police said.) The driver was arrested and cited for reckless
driving and speeding.
Dec. 1 — Officers received
a report of a suspicious vehicle
in the 5100 block of North Colonial. The reporting party said
the vehicle was driving slowly
in the neighborhood and “down
the alleyways” between the
houses. Officer Trumbull made
contact with three females who
were walking south away from
a black Chevy Cobalt. They said
they hadn’t heard from their
friend, who lives in the area,
all day. They were attempting to check on her. Trumbull
made contact with the missing girl’s home and determined
the girl was grounded and that
she did not have access to her
phone. The parents confirmed
they knew the three females
and would let them know that
their daughter was grounded.
Dec. 3 — Officers from the
Bel Aire Police Department were
dispatched to the report of a
disturbance in the 5600 block
of North Lycee. The reporting party stated his neighbors
were fighting and the suspect
was leaving in a gold minivan.
The reporting party said the
argument became physical.
The calling party knew both
the male and female involved
in the dispute. When police arrived, the man ran away. After
a short foot pursuit, Dustin Lee
Milhan was taken into custody
and booked into jail on charges
of aggravated burglary, criminal damage to property, criminal deprivation of property,
disorderly conduct, domestic
battery, DUI, driving with a
suspended license, failing duty
to report an accident involving damage to an unattended
vehicle, interference with a
law enforcement officer and
violation of a protective order.
Later, a member of USD 259
reported there was a vehicle in
the drive of Northeast Magnet
High School that struck several
objects and was heavily damaged. The gray 2019 Toyota
Highlander had been in the
possession of the woman. Upon
making contact with woman,
she reported the man entered
her residence through the
bedroom window without her
permission. She said the man
took the keys to the Toyota after drinking an entire bottle of
alcohol. She said he returned
and told her he wrecked the
vehicle and an argument ensued, and police were called.
Later, a man from California
called wanting to know where
the vehicle was. He had given
it to the woman to use. The
leasing company expressed its
displeasure, police said.
Dec. 4 — Officers were
dispatched to the report of a
disturbance in the 5900 block
of East Flagstaff. The calling
party reported her adult son
was causing a disturbance and
throwing things around. Officer
Forman transported the son to
ComCare without incident.
Dec. 4 — A man from the
4200 block of North Mission
called the Bel Aire Police Department stating he is the
owner of business that had
purchased a 2016 Chevrolet
2500 Van from a leasing company in Minnesota. The man
said he never received his new

tag for the vehicle via mail; he
has been waiting since March
2018. The man said he has
contacted U.S. Postal Service
and the leasing company and
neither place knows were the
tag is. The man wanted to
make a report for lost or stolen tag.
Dec. 4 — Police responded
to a two-vehicle wreck at 45th
North and Greenwich. No injuries were reported. A driver
was cited for inattentive driving.
Dec. 4 — A ResCare client in the 8400 block of East
Granite Court reported his PS4
had been taken from his black
rolling bag sometime between
8:30 p.m. Dec. 3 and 8:45 p.m.
Dec. 4.
Dec. 6 — A student from
the 5500 block of North Lycee
was reportedly sending a photo
via Snapchat of a female’s genitalia and telling other students
that the photo was of her. The
vice principal of the school
interviewed several students
who claim to have received the
photo, each of which had told
her that they did not think that
it was of the female student
when they received the photo.
Dec. 7 — A woman from
the 4100 block of North Edinburg Circle called the Bel Aire
Police Department to report
the theft of her company’s
Walmart credit card. The woman said the card disappeared
on or around Dec. 4 when she
had a bed delivered to her residence. The woman does not
remember the delivery company name or the card number.
The card has been deactivated
and no other transactions have
occurred on the card.
Dec. 7 — A two-vehicle
wreck was reported in the
4800 block of East 53rd North.
No injuries were reported.
Dec. 8 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 8000 block of North
Lycee. The driver became
agitated and irate upon being
informed of the traffic infractions. A citation was written
for speeding and no proof of liability insurance. The driver of
the vehicle thought her violation was caused by the officer,
police said.
Dec. 8 — Officer Forman was dispatched to take a
phone report of domestic violence from the 5600 block of
North Lycee. The calling party
reported that the father of her
1-year-old son struck her in the
nose causing it to bleed during
an argument. She said that he
then hit her across the face a
second time before leaving the
residence. Officer Smithwick
had Sedgwick County EMS
check the woman’s injuries.
Attempts to locate the suspect
were unsuccessful. The investigation is ongoing.
Dec. 9 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Rock
Road. The driver was issued a
notice to appear in court for no
driver’s license, speeding and
defective headlight.
Dec. 9 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4300 block of North Oliver. The driver was found to be
operating the vehicle without
a valid driver’s license, and an
observable odor of marijuana
was detected coming from the
vehicle. The driver was arrested for warrant through the City
of Wichita. A search of the vehicle yielded no contraband or
paraphernalia. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Dec. 10 — The vice principal at Northeast Magnet in
the 5500 block of North Lycee
reported that a male student
exposed his sex organs to a female student during class.
Dec. 11 — Officer Crouse
responded to a call of a suspicious character in the 4700
block of North Hillcrest. Crouse
contacted the calling party
who reported unknown individuals entering his carport.
Crouse did not locate any individuals near or on the property. No items were missing or

disturbed in the carport.
Dec. 12 — Officer Smithwick
was
requested
by
Sedgwick County 18th District
Court to serve a PFA document
to a subject in the 5700 block
of North Lycee. Smithwick was
also ordered by the court to
remove a minor child and turn
them over to DCF.
Dec. 12 — While serving a
PFA in the 5700 block of North
Lycee, Officer Smithwick had
to separate the parties. The
female walked into the storage area of a U-Haul truck and
said the male was packing the
contents of the residence and
intended to move out with his
“baby mama” behind her back
while she was at work. Smithwick stood by to prevent a disturbance.
Dec. 13 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for a registration violation in the 4300
block of North Woodlawn. The
driver said her husband had
recently been in an accident
involving a deer and was waiting for a rebuild title to register
the Chevrolet. The driver was
issued a citation.
Dec. 13 — Officer Crice responded to a non-injury accident in the 5500 block of North
Rock Road. A vehicle struck a
deer. The deer was located,
and it ran off under its own
power.
Dec. 13 — Bel Aire Recovery Center in the 4900 block of
North Tierra Lakes Parkway reported that someone removed
copper wiring from one of the
outside parking lot lights. Photos of the damaged panel and
wiring were taken and submitted.
Dec. 13 — A woman reported her estranged husband
was continuously calling her,
showing up at her residence
in the 5700 block of North Lycee and beating on the door.
The husband is homeless and
drives a silver four-door car
that belongs to his mother. The
woman was advised to seek a
protection order and was referred to a domestic violence
packet for assistance.
Dec. 13 — Officers were
dispatched to 4500 N. Farmstead to check on an animal
welfare report. The reporting
party found two small dogs —
a pug and a dachshund — near
the intersection. The calling
party had the pug inside her
car. The calling party stated
the dachshund may have been
injured by a vehicle at the intersection. The dachshund was
located at the corner house
and appeared injured. With the
help of the calling party and
neighbors, officers wrangled
the dachshund and took it to
the Emergency Vet Clinic. Staff
located a chip inside the dog to
later contact the dog’s owner.
Dec. 13 — Sgt. Davis was
contacted by a subject who
had made an attempt to locate
case through Wichita police regarding his black 2003 Mazda
6. The subject advised he located the car a few days ago
and forgot to call. Davis contacted Wichita police records.
Dec. 13 — Officer Smithwick was dispatched to a noninjury accident at the intersection of 53rd and Rock Road. A
black Dodge Durango and a
white Dodge Avenger collided
in the intersection. The driver
of the Avenger stated she was
traveling south on Rock Road,
and the Durango failed to yield
to oncoming traffic, striking the
Avenger head-on. The driver
of the Durango stated she was
traveling north on Rock Road,
waiting to turn west onto 53rd
and did not see the Avenger.
Dec. 13 — A woman reported continuous harassment
by another woman. The woman reported being harassed for
the past two years via Facebook, cellphone and emails.
The Dec. 12 and 13 messages
became threatening, causing
her to fear for her and her family’s safety. Officers attempted
to serve the suspect a notice
to appear in court. However,
there was no answer.
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Bel Aire approves concrete street
and concrete. The lowest
bid for asphalt came from
On Dec. 4, the Bel Aire Kansas Paving in the
City Council approved a
amount of $333,588.50
bid from Mies Construc- and the low bid for contion for paving and storm crete was from Mies Conwater improvements for
struction for $382,992.75.
the Villas at Prestwick
Concrete has a life
northwest of 45th and
expectancy of 40 to 60
Rock.
years, whereas asphalt is
The engineer’s esonly expected to last 15
timate for the job was
to 30 years. Asphalt needs
$424,717 and the city
to be sealed every five
took bids for both asphalt to seven years to keep
By Taylor Messick

the oil from evaporating.
Concrete also requires
less maintenance than
asphalt and city engineer
Anne Stephens noted that
city crews are already
having a difficult time
maintaining the large
number of asphalt roads
in the city.
Council member Jim
Benage voted against the
motion made to accept
Mies’ concrete bid. He

stated that the road will
almost certainly need to
be cut for utility maintenance at some point
during its life. Benage
said he believes concrete is more problematic to repair after the
road has been cut and
he was concerned about
the bump such a project
would leave in the road.
Stephens said the process
for cutting asphalt and

concrete are the same and
that the results of cutting
and repairing them are
similar.
Stephens said asphalt
plants close for the winter
but there is a possibility
that concrete can be put
down during the winter.
First, utility work in the
area must be completed.
The work will begin
sometime in early 2019.
cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Unanimously voted to reclassify nine lots in Elk Creek’s
second addition from R-5b to
R-3 with a neighborhood overlay allowing six foot side yard
setbacks.
•Unanimously approved a
conditional use contingent on
a 60-day planning commission
review. The item is for an LED
message sign at Gospel Assembly Church.
•Recognized Gary and Jackie O’Neal with the Mayor’s Star
Award.
All members of the council were present. No executive
session was taken.

Christmas in Bel Aire Dec. 1
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