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No charges in hoarding case Council
More than 130
animals found in
Bel Aire home

creasing numbers inhabiting
the home. The neighbor also
reported seeing cats being
kept in a cage.
Police Chief Darrell Atteberry said officers noticed
By Taylor Messick
“an intense smell coming
from the home” when they
As of late last month, no arrived. Fearing that the
charges had been filed in a
smell could indicate the
case of animal hoarding in
homeowner was possibly
Bel Aire.
dead inside, officers entered
On June 10, Bel Aire
the home. They located a
police were asked to perwoman with about 30 cats
form a welfare check on a
running loose.
residence following a call
Further investigation led
from a concerned neighbor. to the discovery of 135 aniThe neighbor reported safety mals at the residence. That
concerns for a homeowner
number included: 81 cats, 15
and the animals living at her ornate box turtles, 14 Norresidence after noticing in-

wegian rats, 11 dogs, seven
gerbils, two chickens, two
guinea pigs, one red-eared
slider, one turtle dove and
one flag crown tail beta fish.
All signs indicate that the
homeowner meant well, but
just let the situation get out
of hand, police said. Many
of the animals were spayed,
neutered or had received attention from a veterinarian.
Various animal medications
were also found throughout
the home.
Police deemed the home
unlivable, but the woman
appeared to be in good physical condition. Some of the
animals were found in good

condition, while others were
dead. Local organization
Beauties and Beasts helped
Bel Aire police and animal
control remove the animals
from the home and take
them to Sedgwick County
Animal Control. It took
about nine hours. About 40
of the animals were taken to
Bel Aire’s Exotic Pets store
and quarantined until their
health can be re-evaluated
before possibly finding them
homes.
Atteberry said the case
is still being investigated
and “no determination has
been made on charges at this
time.”

Youth is served

City attorney
named to
‘40 Under 40’
By Taylor Messick

Bel Aire city attorney
Jacqueline Kelly was recently
included in the Wichita Business Journal’s “40 Under 40”
for 2019. The list honors and
recognizes residents under
the age of 40 for significant
contributions to the economy
and community.
“It feels great,” said Kelly.
“I really think I was able to
lean on the success and the
reputation Bel Aire has with
business and development.
There’s a lot of growth and
positive development and this
has been a great opportunity.”
Kelly was nominated
by “40 Under 40” alumni
Mayor David Austin and City
Manager Ty Lasher. She has
impressed her colleagues
during her short time with
the city.
“She came in and immediately gelled with the
staff,” said Lasher. “She’s
gained their trust and appreciation. She doesn’t have
a lot of experience with local
government but she’s really
brought herself up to speed
with a lot of different issues:

Jacqueline Kelly has been city attorney in Bel Aire since May 2017. She is
from Newport News, Va.

land, contracts, zoning and
all the other things we deal
with, which is not just what
a typical city attorney does.
… She’s really become a key
team member in the short
time she’s been here and I
think council really respects
her. She’s deserving and
we’re proud that she was
selected.”
Kelly is originally from

Newport News, Va. She
came to Wichita in 2010
with her three children
and husband when he was
stationed at McConnell. In
2011, she began studying law
at Washburn University. She
then spent time working for
the Sedgwick County District Attorney. She said she
became familiar with the city
of Bel Aire while working in

Bel Aire will try
concrete on 53rd
City struggles to keep road repaired
By Taylor Messick

On June 18, the Bel Aire City
Council unanimously accepted a bid
from PP&J for concrete repairs on a
couple of different streets. The move
is an effort to stop repeated road
deterioration in specific areas.
“Everybody is fairly familiar
with 53rd Street between Oliver
and Woodlawn,” said city engineer
Anne Stephens. “It’s been a thorn in
our side as long as I’ve been here in

Bel Aire, which is almost five years.
Every time we repair it, the traffic
comes and pushes the asphalt out and
shoves it off to the side.”
Stephens said the city was trying
to patch the streets without base preparation. The staff then tried putting
in a rock base but the same issues
continued. Stephens said the road
needs to be replaced and encouraged
the city to start considering it. She
See 53RD, Page 2

Wichita and knew she had an
interest in municipal law. She
said she couldn’t have asked
for a better opportunity than
the one she has received in
Bel Aire.
On July 9, the “40 Under
40” selections will be recognized at a dinner and cocktail
party. It will be held at the
Hyatt Regency in downtown
Wichita from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

doubles
its own
salaries

City salary schedule updated
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council gave itself
and city employees raises June 18, approving a 2019 salary schedule for the city.
Earlier in the meeting, the council
unanimously approved revised employee
agreements with city manager Ty Lasher
and city attorney Jacqueline Kelly. Mayor
David Austin said it had been a number of
years since the agreements had been updated. Austin said the city wanted to make
sure it was remaining competitive within
those job fields.
When it came time to discuss the
salaries of council members and the mayor
later in the meeting, opinions varied. That
salary schedule was last updated in 2017.
Council member Jim Benage offered his
opinion immediately when the topic was
introduced.
“My only concern is that (this) doubles
our pay — for members of the council and
mayor,” said Benage. “I fully support paying our staff a competitive wage with the
work that they do. I know they do an awesome job. I’m concerned about the other
portion of this because as a public servant I
do not consider compensation an issue for
us. That’s a concern to me.”
Council member Justin Smith was also
concerned with the pay increases, primarily for the council members. Smith said
he views the position as more of a public
service than a compensated seat. He noted
that those running for council seats likely
wouldn’t be doing it for the compensation and wasn’t in favor of raising pay for
council members.
Austin said the item was discussed at
length during workshops and felt it was
ready to come before council. He said no
one is forced to accept a salary.
“None of us — me included — are
obligated to take one penny,” said Austin. “And we can have that conversation
with our CFO here for the city. So, every
single one of us, if we wanted to do this for
the future or whatever … none of us are
inclined to accept it.”
Austin asked for a vote, but council
member Jeff Elshoff motioned to go into
executive session for 15 minutes instead.
See SALARIES, Page 2

Overdue
honor
The Bel Aire Lions Club
named Lion Gary O’Neal
(left) a Melvin Jones
Fellow during a ceremony that was said to
be long overdue June
26. The award recognizes O’Neal’s leadership
and service as a Lion.
He received a plaque
and a pin and his name
will be added to the list
of Melvin Jones Fellows at the Lions Club’s
international headquarters in Chicago.
Pictured with O’Neal is
Lion Andy Horner, LCIF
club coordinator.
Courtesy photo
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Mayor’s
corner

Council approves street slurry sealing
tion.
The city had discussed
the Bel Aire Heights
project, but the Park
Vista section was a late
addition. The city originally planned on doing a
$50,000 replacement of
a section of 47th Street
this year. City engineer
Anne Stephens said after
further evaluation, that
section of 47th Street is
going to need more than

the $50,000 in repairs that
were planned.
“I chose to hold off
on that and asked South
Central to give us the cost
to slurry seal Park Vista,”
said Stephens. “They are
almost through with the
crack sealing and thermal crack repair so that
neighborhood is almost
ready but will be ready by
the time South Central is
ready to do the slurry seal.

Salaries

members. He said Bel Aire
found its salaries to be
“below average” compared
to those cities. He offered
support for incremental
salary increases rather than
increasing the wages more
drastically at a later date.
Austin said the increased
salaries would still put the
city below average when
compared to the numbers
they were able to gather.
The previous compensation for the mayor was

$3,000 per year. It doubled
to $6,000. The previous
compensation for the council was $1,500 per year. It
doubled to $3,000.
The 2019 salary schedule for Bel Aire, including
the salary increases for the
mayor and council, was approved with a 3-2 vote.
Voting for the new
schedule were Betty
Martine, Jeff Hawes and
Elshoff. Voting against it
were Smith and Benage.

53rd

“I would encourage us to
try this concrete base. For
the difference in price, I
really think it’s worth giving it a shot. We’ve gone
through some of these areas
several times and for that
difference in price, we’re

going to be saving money
if it works. I’ve never tried
it before. This is something
PP&J suggested after looking at the road and seeing
the problems that we’re
having. Wichita has done
a concrete base before and

has had great success with
it, so I’m very hopeful that
it will work for us.”
The Rock Road intersections at Central Park
Avenue and 45th Street
have also been included in
these repairs. The council

had the option to approve a
rock base for $19,450 or a
concrete base for $22,650
and unanimously chose the
latter. PP&J will start work
this month and the slurry
seal is expected to be done
in October.

or email shagemeister@
sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center and
Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook
at Wichita Greenwich
United Methodist Church.
Call us at 744-0203.

man. Call the church at
755-2331.

at www.saintmichael
orthodoxchurch.com or
email inquiries to jflora@
cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr.
John Flora is archpriest
and pastor. The Rev.
Father Basil Anderson is
deacon. Frank Tritschler
is head chanter. Readers
are Moses Rothenberger
and James Finneran. Mrs.
Sally Buxon is organist.

By Taylor Messick

On June 18, the Bel
Aire City Council unanimously accepted a bid
from South Central
Sealing for slurry sealing
ife is better
on the edge. streets in Bel Aire Heights
and Park Vista. Slurry
Bel Aire
seal is a mixture of water,
unveiled a
new market- asphalt, crushed rock and
additives that is applied to
ing slogan and some new
an existing asphalt pavetactics as a way to attract ment surface for preservanew developers, both
commercial and residential. Deals take years
to complete and in fact,
there are a couple that we
have been in discussion
Continued from Page 1
with for more than three That motion passed 4-1
years. Retail developbut did not seem to be met
ers want certain rooftop favorably by a few governnumbers, gathering spots ing body members.
and traffic counts before
After returning from
executive session, Elshoff
even considering opensaid the city had reached
ing a retail establishout to other cities similar
ment.
There have been many in size and close in proximity regarding salaries
positive talks in this regard. While we still don’t for the mayor and council
have the numbers necessary to facilitate such a
deal, we are getting there
and this new website
with all the regional information directly related Continued from Page 1
to Bel Aire should go a
offered another short-term
long way to helping.
solution: concrete.
That was the big
“We really need to do
project unveiled in May. something,” said Stephens.
And there is a lot coming
to fruition that have been
years in the making that
should prove attractive.
In June, there was
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
more good news disChrist Lutheran is at
cussed. Your staff and I
53rd North and Hillside,
have been working for
the last couple of months across from Wichita
Heights High School.
on the 2020 budget and
During July and
I am proud to announce
August, we’ll get a little
that again for the sixth
more serious as we take
year in a row, there will
a deep dive into Romans,
be no mill increase.
This is due to several discovering all the ways
reasons, the biggest is all that God is making things
our growth. The fantastic right in the world.
Each Sunday we have
total assessed property
valuation trend is up 5.87 two worship services offering Holy Communion.
percent this year.
The 9 a.m. service is led
We have a healthy
budget with reserves and by a praise band. The
10:30 a.m. service is led
the governing body was
by an organ and is more
able to give input into
traditional. As always,
some capital improvement projects needed. We everyone is welcome at
are looking at being able the Lord’s Table and in
our worship services.
to add a new parks and
For more information
recreation department
about the church and its
worker to help keep our
activities, find us online at
city looking beautiful
www.christ-lutheran.org
and attractive and safe.
or call us at 744-1242.
We are investing in the
Chad Langdon is the
chamber of commerce to
continue healthy business pastor.
growth. We have had
Church of the
new commercial businesses open and come to Resurrection
Church of the ResurBel Aire this year, and
we want to see that trend rection (Roman Catholic)
is located at 4910 N.
continue.
Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
We will continue to
Masses for the Lord’s
discuss the budget at our
day are 5:30 p.m. SaturJuly and August workday and 8:30 and 11 a.m.
shops. Final adoption
will take place at our sec- Sunday. Weekday masses
are at 8 a.m. Tuesday
ond meeting in August.
through Saturday.
Your input is always
Resurrection Catholic
welcomed. All governing
School has students from
body members emails
preschool through eighth
and phone numbers are
listed on the city website grade.
The parish/school
and the public is always
website is www.resur
invited to make comrectionwichita.com, and
ments on agenda items
before any action is taken the telephone number is
744-2776.
at our regularly schedThe Rev. Michael J.
uled council meetings.
Schemm is the pastor.
We also approved
three major road imCommunity Bible
provement projects on
Chapel
Rock Road and 53rd
Community Bible ChaStreet.
pel is located at the corner
Budget talk also
contained provisions for of 45th North and Arlene.
If you have any quesa Bel Aire 40th anniversary/birthday celebration tions about our church,
please call Amy Smith at
in 2020. Before we talk
323-2819.
about that celebration,
I want to wish each and
Cornerstone Christian
everyone of you a very
Cornerstone Christian
Happy Independence
Day. We are blessed to
live in the greatest nation
on Earth and I think in
the greatest city in Kansas, but yeah, I am a little
biased about that.
By David Austin

L

I’d like to bump off staff’s
efforts and get that slurry
seal while we have the
time and money to get it
done and continue to make
our streets better.”
There was some concern over the fact that the
city only got back one bid
for the project. Stephens
said the city also asked for
a bid from Inland Paving but did not receive a
response. She said those

are the only two companies she is aware of that
apply slurry seals. She
said the costs are what she
expected and spoke highly
of South Central Sealing.
The cost of the Bel
Aire Heights slurry seal is
$112,715.80. The cost of
the Park Vista slurry seal
is $66,698.24. Work will
begin as soon as South
Central Sealing is available.

to Woodlawn in the amount of
$22,650. Included in the bid are
•Unanimously approved the concrete repairs for Rock Road
agenda, consent agenda and ap- intersections with Central Park
propriations ordinance. Appropri- Avenue and 45th Street.
ations Ordinance 19-12 is in the
•Unanimously voted to direct
amount of $471,040.96.
the planning commission to re•Unanimously accepted a view Ordinance 645 relating to
bid from Schmidt & Sons for wireless communication facilities
$13,475.58 for a new Land Pride in the city and authorized up to
mower for roadside mowing.
$5,000 for a consultant.
•Unanimously accepted a bid
•Unanimously voted to make
of $179,414.04 from South Cen- July 5 a paid holiday and close
tral Sealing for the slurry seal- city hall for the day.
ing of Bel Aire Heights and Park
All members of the council
Vista.
were present. There were execu•Unanimously accepted a tive sessions of 15 and 30 minquote from PP&J for concrete utes.
repairs to 53rd Street from Oliver
cil:

In other business, the coun-
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Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number
is 686-0208.
Sunday worship is at
10:15 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study
groups at 6:30 p.m. include adult studies, youth
and Awana.
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free
family fun even from 4 to
6 p.m. the third Saturday
of each month. See you
there.
Pastor is Jim Rackham,
and youth pastor is Tate
Strasner.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N.
Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday services are 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday.
Praise and worship is
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening
of each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC
at 5500 N. Greenwich
Road is one mile south
of K-254 and five miles
north of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for
all ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for
prayer and fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month and host a
church brunch quarterly.
Special events are
announced on the church
sign, Facebook and by
mailings. Please call to be
added to our mailing list

Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday
worship is at 9:03 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with Sunday
school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone
number is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the
Assemblies of God, LifePoint is located at 400 S.
Abilene in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday school meets at 9
a.m., with Kids Church at
10:30. There is no regular
Sunday night service. For
special activities, check
online at www.lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program is at 6:30 p.m., with
Velocity Student Ministries for youth meets at 7.
Adult small groups
meet throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thur-

Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E.
34th North in northeast
Wichita.
You can reach us at
683-5538 or via email at
postmaster@risensavior.
net.
Sunday morning services in our new Worship
Center are at 8 and 10:30,
with a nursery and Children’s Church during the
10:30 service. We provide
adult Bible classes and
children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide options to participate
in a variety of Bible studies, fellowship and service
opportunities for all ages.
Find us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter —
search RisenSaviorICT!
Find out everything Risen
Savior has to offer on our
website www.risensavior.
net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor
is Nick Cordt.
Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City. It is a congregation
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America.
Sunday worship has
Matins at 9:45 a.m. and
Divine Liturgy (Mass) at
10. Adult class at 9 a.m.
studies the Biblical Journey of Faith.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
For more information,
call 734-6248, go online

Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30
a.m. with worship service
at 11.
For more information, go online at www.
godscloset.com or on
Facebook (Gods Closet Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s
upcoming events and
service times to legals@
arkvalleynews.com or call
755-0821.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Local students
recognized

Matthew Brooks, Andrew
Kempf, Thomas Kempf, James
Myose and Hudson Parris, all of
Bel Aire, earned honors for their
academic performance in the
spring 2019 semester at Kansas
State University. Students earning
a grade point average for the semester of 3.75 or above on at least
12 graded credit hours receive
semester honors along with commendations from their deans.
Brent Smith of Bel Aire and
Mohammad Aljanobi of Wichita
were named to the dean’s honor
roll for the spring 2019 semester at Southwestern College in
Winfield.
Full-time students who earned
grade point averages of at least
3.70 (4.0 equals an A) were eligible for the honor.
Sophia Costello of Bel Aire
and Angel Gamboa of Wichita
earned Order of Gold status at
Butler Community College by
maintaining a 4.0 grade point
average and completing at least
30 hours at Butler. Graduates who
achieved this honor were awarded
a medallion to wear during commencement. At commencement,
they received a plaque.
Sarah Figueiredo of Bel Aire
earned dean’s list honors for the
spring 2019 semester at SUNY
Oneonta, N.Y. To qualify for the
dean’s list, a student must earn
a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher while carrying a course
load of 12 hours or more.
Figueiredo is studying psychology.
Carly Holm of Bel Aire was
named to the president’s list for
the spring semester 2019 at Washburn University in Topeka. To
qualify for the president’s list, a
student must complete at least 12
hours of graded credits and earn

a semester grade point average
of 4.0.
The following area students,
listed with their classification and
major, if any, were named to the
dean’s honor roll for the spring
2019 semester at Fort Hays State
University.
•From Bel Aire: Joshua
Michael Knolla, junior, geosciences (geography), and Carolyn J.
Creekmore, senior, education.
•From Wichita: Jennifer
Bauserman, teacher education,
early childhood unified; Kameren
Blankman, junior, education; John
E. Egan, sophomore, finance;
Ashley C. Ensign, senior, health
and human performance (sport
and exercise therapy); Dylan
Thomas Greytak, sophomore,
computer science; Greycha A.
Jennings, senior, elementary education, and Rebecca Ann Maholland, elementary education.
The dean’s honor roll includes
undergraduate students only who
completed 12 or more credit
hours and earned a minimum
grade point average of 3.60 for
the semester. Full-time, on-campus and FHSU Virtual College
students are eligible.
— The Breeze staff

forum for the Wichita school
board at-large primary election
candidates at 7 p.m. July 26 at Bel
Aire City Hall.
All four candidates for the primary — Brent Davis, Trish Hileman, Sheril Logan and Joseph
Shepard — have been invited.
This forum is open to all
citizens who want to learn more
about the candidates before the
Aug. 6 primary election.
Seating may be limited, depending on the number of citizens
who attend.
— The Breeze staff

4500 block of Eagle Lake Drive
who received a voicemail from
Speedy Cash to verify he wrote a
check to a woman.
The man said he put a check
in his mailbox for a plumbing
service recently. A woman by the
name of “Patricia Taft” attempted
to cash the check at Speedy Cash.
Speedy Cash did not cash the
check due to the circumstances.
— The Breeze staff

as an intimate moment with a
basketball on the basketball court
inside Koch Arena.
— The Breeze staff

Woman falls
for card scam

It’s a classic gift card scam,
with a twist.
On June 3, a woman in the
4400 block of Danbury in Bel
Aire reported to police that a
phone solicitor contacted her
and said he was from Direct
TV. He had a deal to save
Birds are fascinating creatures. money on her service. The
On May 26, a woman in the
woman said the caller asked if
7700 block of East 53rd North
she was already a Direct TV
reported to 911 dispatchers that a customer to which she replied
He still allegedly found a way vehicle kept driving ahead of her she was.
to get some weed.
and parking.
The caller offered her a deal
On May 24, a Bel Aire police
As she would pass the vehicle, of changing her service to a
officer observed a white Ford
it would drive past her again and two-year contract for $69 per
Fusion parked on the street in a
park. During the investigation, it month. She listened. The caller
place vehicles are not normally
was discovered the man was bird then went on to say if she were
parked in the 9700 block of East watching.
to pre-pay for four months of
53rd North. The officer found a
— The Breeze staff service with E-Bay cards, she
man asleep inside the vehicle and
would receive a $150 Visa
smelled burnt marijuana.
gift card as well as the promoThe officer learned that the
tional TV service. The woman
man had been kicked out of his
purchased and texted two gift
mother’s home earlier in the
cards numbers totaling $280 to
evening. He worked at a nearby
the suspect. She received nothHe can keep the dress.
business, had no way to contact
ing in return.
On May 23, Wichita State
anyone or no place to go, so he
— The Breeze staff
University police asked a Bel
found a place to sleep in his car.
Aire police officer to go to a
The man voluntarily turned
residence in Bel Aire and ask
Victor Stevenson opened a
over a clear, plastic bag containwhether the residents there
AAA Insurance office at 6254 E. ing 2.4 grams of marijuana.
were missing a package. Gib37th North, Suite 130, in Bel Aire Police said the investigation is
son learned that a woman was
in May.
ongoing.
Nikhil Ramanan of Wichita
He can be reached at 688— The Breeze staff expecting a package containing a
woman’s
dress.
received
a bachelor of science
1817.
The
woman
said
her
son-inin
computer
science from the
— The Breeze staff
law was in possession of the
Georgia Institute of Technology
package.
(Georgia Tech) in Atlanta during
WSU police told Bel Aire
commencement May 3 and 4.
officers that the man was located
Leah Haden of Wichita graduHere’s to some quick thinking and arrested for trespassing. Ap- ated from the University of Iowa
by Speedy Cash.
parently, he was caught wearing in Iowa City, Iowa, during graduBel Aire City Council member
On May 24, Bel Aire police re- the woman’s dress as he was
ation ceremonies in May.
Jim Benage will host a public
ceived a report from a man in the having what police described
— The Breeze staff

Possession suspect
asleep in vehicle

Man in dress
arrested at WSU

AAA opens
in Bel Aire

School board
forum set

Bird watcher
disturbs traffic

Local students
graduate college

Check blocked
by Speedy Cash

DEATHS
KATHLEEN LOEHR

Kathleen Ann “Kathy”
Loehr, 71, of Hutchinson,
died June 15, 2019.
She
was
born
Aug.
22,
1947, in
Topeka to
Robert
F. and
Mildred
Loehr
R. (McManus)
Loehr Rudd. She graduated from Wellington High
School. She received a
degree in physical therapy
from the University of
Kansas and a master’s in
gerontology from Wichita State University. She
was director of physical
therapy at Via ChristiSt. Francis, Wichita and
director of rehab services
at Hutchinson Regional
Medical Center. She was a
member of the KU Alumni
Association, American
Physical Therapy Association, ASPCA, PETA, 4-H
and Church of the Holy
Cross, Hutchinson.
She was preceded in

death by her mother,
Millie Rudd; sister Amy
(Ralph) Hawthorne;
stepmother Katherine
Loehr and beloved cats
Sally, Georgie, Murphy and Millie. Survivors include daughter
Regina Loehr (Adam
Simmons) of Phoenix;
sisters Ann Loehr (Don
Minge) of Hutchinson,
Mary (Steve) Fowler
of Wichita and Peggy
(Brad) Clark of Wichita;
her father of Wichita;
stepfather Dr. Jack Rudd
of Bel Aire; grandson
Cole Mason and his
adoptive parents, Chris
and Dr. Brooke Mason,
all of Hutchinson; niece
Morgan Clark of Wichita;
nephew Tyler Clark of
Wichita; her daughter’s
sister, Michele Humbert
and her parents, Janice Humbert and Paul
Epstein, all of Hopewell
Junction, N.Y.; numerous
cousins and family cat,
Lucille “Lulu.”
Memorial mass was
June 20 at Church of the
Holy Cross, Hutchinson,
with burial in Ascension
Cemetery, Bel Aire. Memorials to Hospice House

or Mt. Hope Animal Sanctuary, in care of Elliott
Mortuary, 1219 N. Main,
Hutchinson, KS 67501.

Ranch,
Colo.,
and
their
children
DAN RUNKLE
Josh
Dan Everett Runkle,
and
83, of Aransas Pass,
MiranTexas, died June 15, 2019.
da;
He was born Nov. 30,
along
1935, in Elkhart to John
with
Runkle
and Mildred (Dunham)
many
Runkle. He married Versa
other
Dee West on Feb. 8, 1959, nieces, nephews and
in Dodge City. He served cousins.
in the U.S. Army. He was
A private family memoan original Sonic Drive-In rial service will be held.
franchisee. After retiring, In lieu of flowers, memohe and Versa moved to
rials to the Alzheimer’s
Lake Texoma, Okla., and Association. The Charlie
then to Aransas Pass.
Marshall Funeral Home
He was preceded in
and Crematory of Aransas
death by his parents,
Pass had charge.
brother John Runkle and
sisters Joyce Cyr and JesDOROTHY
sie Barbara Carter. SurviSONDERGARD
vors include his wife of 60
Dorothy (Brockmeier)
years, Versa, of Bel Aire;
Sondergard, 89, died June
children Shawn Runkle
11, 2019.
(Ron Yuscavitch) of AranShe was born July 18,
sas Pass and Kevin Runkle 1929, in Herington to Otto
(Christa Henderson) of
and Emma Brockmeier.
Derby; grandchildren
She was preceded in
Gavin Runkle ad Shelby
Runkle, great-granddaughter Eva Valdivia, special
niece Tonya (Steve)
Markel of Highlands

No primary required in
mayor, council elections
By The Breeze staff

Several people have
thrown their hats into the
political ring.
The General Election
for area city councils will
be Nov. 5. The deadline
to file as a candidate was
June 3.
A primary election
will not be necessary in
any of the area races.
Bel Aire Mayor David
Austin, who is in his
third two-year term, has
filed for re-election. Jim
Benage, who was elected
to a four-year term on the
council in 2017, filed to
challenge Austin.
On the council in Bel
Aire, where two at-large
seats will be decided,

Ryan’s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258

Jeff Hawes has filed for
re-election.
Joel Schroeder, John
D. Welch and Diane

Wynn also filed as candidates. Betty Martine did
not file for re-election.

death by her parents and
husband Duane E. Sondergard. Survivors include
children Ronald (Dianne)
Sondergard of Herington,
Rodney (Kimberly) Sondergard of Bel Aire and
Gwyneth (John) Snow of
Park City; sister Gwendolyn Sharpe of Richmond,
Ind.; grandchildren Marc
Snow, Geoffrey Snow,
Kevan Snow, Matthew
Sondergard and Sarah
(Sondergard) Hansen;
great-grandchild Isabella
Snow; stepgrandchildren
Jason, Keith, and Lisa
Day; and six step-greatgrandchildren.

Service
was
June
18 at
Christ
Lutheran
Church,
with
burial
Sondergard
at Sunset Hill
Cemetery in Herington.
A memorial has been
established with: Christ
Lutheran Church, 5356
N. Hillside, Wichita KS
67219. Broadway Mortuary had charge.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

Monthly & Special Events

July 1, 6:30 p.m. — Potluck dinner and program, TRIAD, Community Room
July 3, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work group, Senior Center
July 4 & 5 — City Hall and Senior Center closed for Independence Day holiday
July 11, 2 p.m. — Open card and board games, Senior Center
July 12 — Hermes Health Care foot clinic (RSVP required)
July 15, 1 p.m. — Genealogy group, open to everyone, Senior Center
July 16, 6 p.m. — Ladies Dine Out, call Anita 744-2840 for more info
July 17, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. — Blood pressure check (Sponsored by Catholic
Care), Rec Center
July 17, 1 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
July 18, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, card game, Senior Center
(RSVP required)
July 18, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center
July 20, 1 to 5 p.m. — JAM session, Community Room
July 24, 7 p.m. — BUNCO (RSVP required)
July 25, 2 p.m. — Open card and board games, Senior Center

Bel Aire Recreation

Maximize Basketball Camp
Co-ed basketball camp for ages 5
through 12. Camp will meet in the afterPickleball — Monday, Thursday, Friday 9 to 11:30 a.m., Monday 6 to 8 p.m.,
noons. July 15 through 18.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to noon, Rec Center, $2/person
British Soccer Camp
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
Challenger
Sports’ British Soccer Camp
Line Dance Class — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
from July 15 to 19. Join over 150,000
Sew & Sew More — Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 1 p.m., Rec Center
players who will learn the Challenger
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
way this year for fun kicks and awesome
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
accents. For ages 3 through 16. Register
Bridge Games — Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center, must RSVP.
at challengersports.com
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Summer Day Camp
Open Sewing — Wednesday, 10 a.m., Rec Center
The Wichita YMCA offers a stateSenior Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m., various locations
licensed day camp through the rec center
for elementary-age children. Activities
include arts & crafts, games, sports,
swimming, field trips, and much more.
July 2 — Council meeting,
6 p.m., City Hall
Call the Y at 264-1610.
7 p.m., City Hall, Council
July 13 — Brush site open,
Swimming Lessons
Chambers
9 to 11 a.m., 53rd North
Ages 5 and up. Last session July 15
July 3 — Chamber of Commerce,
between Rock and Webb.
through 25 from 11 to 11:45 a.m., noon
noon, City Hall,
July 16 — Council meeting,
Community Room
7 p.m., City Hall, Council
to 12:45 p.m. and 7 to 7:45 p.m. MonJuly 3 — Municipal Court,
Chambers
day through Thursday. Private swim7 p.m., City Hall,
July 19 — Municipal Court,
ming lessons are available by appointCommunity Room
12:30 p.m. City Hall,
ment subject to availability.
July 4&5 — City Hall closed for
Community Room
Dive-In Movie Night
Independence Day holiday
July 22 — Tree Board, 7 p.m.,
Join us at the Central Park Community
July 8 – Utility Advisory
City Hall, Senior Center
Pool for our Dive-In Movie Night! $5
Committee, noon, City Hall
July 24 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
to reserve single spot, $15 for family of
July 10 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
11:30 a.m., Gospel
four, kids 2 years old & under are free.
11:30 a.m., Gospel
Assembly Church
Assembly Church
More information about events can Children 12 years old & under must
be accompanied by an adult. Spots are
July 11— Planning Commission,
be found at www.belaireks.gov.
limited, reserve yours today! Questions?
Call 744-7331. July 19, 7 p.m. Rain date
July 26.
Mom & Son Fortnite
Come join us for food, fun & Fortnite! Dress up in one of your favorite
skins. Be ready to play a real life version
of Fortnite, dance battles, costume
contest & more. $20 for adult & child,
$5 for each additional son. July 26, 6:30
to 8:30 p.m.
Bel of the Ball
Fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers,
brothers, uncles, friends & daughters
come dance the night away! Music, food
& fun! $20 for adult, child & $5 for each
additional daughter. Aug. 9, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.
Taekwondo
Ages 5 and up. Great classes for beginners to black belts. Classes meet at 6:30

Weekly Events

Community Events

2019 Consumer Confidence Report is available at
www.belaireks.gov.

p.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
Outdoor Soccer & Flag Football
Don’t forget to sign up for Outdoor
Soccer & Flag Football. Registration
deadline is Aug. 10!
Central Park swimming pool
Opened May 25. Swimming lesson
enrollment and pool rental requests are
being accepted now.
Dynamic Aging
Geared toward individuals age 50 and
over to practice a variety of movements
in a safe environment. Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Adult Pickleball
Held Mondays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and
6 to 8 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays from
9 to 11:30 a.m., Saturdays from 9:30
a.m. to noon. Rec Center gymnasium.
$2 drop-in fee.
Yoga
Teens and adults can join at any time.
Participants need to bring their own
yoga mat. Classes are from 6 to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barn Quilt Workshop
Bring the beauty of quilts to the city. No
skills needed for this class. You will take
home a finished project. Space is limited; please call to reserve a spot. First
Saturday morning of each month.
Senior Aerobics
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics.
Low-impact exercises designed to
reduce stress on your joints and back
while using all major muscle groups.
Class meets 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays.
Fitness Center
Need a place to work out? Check out our
fitness center with elliptical cross trainers, free weights, multistation weight
machine, recumbent bike and treadmills.
FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, senior aerobics, Bel Aire
walkers, gameday, potluck dinners, sewing, a matter of balance, blood pressure
checks and more. Talk with Tasha for
more info.
For more info about any Bel Aire
rec program, call 744-2700. Follow us
on Facebook at BelAireRec.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
May 15 — A student was
found to have a vape pen on him
in the 5500 block of North Lycee.
The contents of the vape cartridge tested positive for THC.
May 15 — Officer Steele contacted a woman in the 4600 block
of North Krueger about a dog
she didn’t recognize wandering in
the area. Steele located the dog
and took it to the Wichita Animal
Shelter.
May 15 — A woman made a
report of a reckless driver in the
4500 block of North Woodlawn.
She said she spotted an elderly
woman in Kechi driving recklessly
in a silver Buick Regal. The woman
stopped in the middle of the road
and drove into oncoming traffic.
The reckless driver ended up in
the parking lot of Family Video
at 45th and Woodlawn, driving in
circles before leaving eastbound
on 45th. The reporting party finally called 911 to have officers
search for the reckless driver, but
by the time Bel Aire officers were
called, the reckless driver was out
of the city and not located.
May 15 — Officers responded to a verbal dispute between
a girlfriend and boyfriend in the
5700 block of North Lycee. The
woman complained that her boyfriend was harassing her because
he had come to the apartment to
visit another resident. The man
was trespassed from the apartments by the complex manager.
May 15 — Officer Crice was
sent to assist a Wichita police officer with a truant student in the
6600 block of East Rodeo. The
mother of the student told officers she could not control the
girl. Officers attempted to get the
mother to sign an affidavit of a
child in need of care, which the
mother refused to sign.
May 15 — A woman came to
the police department to report
her son is harassing his ex-wife.
May 16 — A woman reported
confronting a child who walked
through the grass in her front yard
in the 4000 block of North Clarendon. Later, the woman confronted
the child’s mother. The complaining party said she was going to
call the police, so she did.
May 16 — Chief Atteberry
saw a vehicle with an expired
registration from 2015 pull into
a drive in the 5500 block of East
38th North. Contact was made
with the driver, who was indifferent to her vehicle not being registered. She received a citation for
the traffic offense.
May 17 — Officer Manuel
stopped a gray Nissan Sentra
for speeding in the 4700 block
of North Woodlawn. An odor of
marijuana was emanating from
the vehicle. Marijuana and other
illegal items were located in the
vehicle. The man was served with
a notice to appear in court.
May 17 — A vehicle larceny
was reported in the 5500 block
of Prairie Hawk. A Honda Sonata had been rifled through.
The owner said a black zippered
CD case containing between 40
and 60 CDs and a pack of Camel
Crush cigarettes were taken from
the vehicle.
May 17 — A woman was with
her daughter at 53rd and Rock
Spring when another woman
started yelling at her. Both parties
were told to keep to themselves.
May 18 — Officer Crouse
stopped a black Jeep for failing
to stop at a stop sign. The driver
was driving in violation of her restricted license. She was issued
notice to appear in court.
May 18 — A white Dodge
Ram was spotted speeding in the
6000 block of East 45th. Officer
Crouse checked the plate and the
vehicle returned as stolen. Crouse
attempted to initiate a traffic stop
and a pursuit started. The pursuit
ended in the 2300 block of North
Estelle after the stolen vehicle
struck a parked vehicle. The driver fled from the vehicle and was
later located in the backyard of
a nearby residence. A front passenger fled and was not located.
The rear passenger remained in
the vehicle. The driver had multiple Sedgwick County warrants.
The driver, whose name was not
available, was booked into the
Sedgwick County Jail.
May 19 — A man in the 6400
block of East Odessa reported
leaving for church and returning
to discover the rear window of a
vehicle belonging to a friend had
been damaged.
May 19 — Officer Steele responded to a dispatched call regarding two dogs that were out
of their yard in the 4800 block
of East 40th North. After arriving
at the residence, he discovered
three dogs. During the followup investigation of the case, the
owner of the dog was cited for
failing to maintain the dog enclosure and allowing the dogs to run
at-large.
May 19 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a silver Hyundai Sonata
for speeding in the 4800 block of
North Rock Road. A records check
of the tag returned the tag as
stolen out of Wichita. The driver
claimed to be unaware of the tag
issue. The driver was cited for
speeding and the tag issue.
May 20 — A red Dodge Durango was observed stopped in
the road in the 6500 block of East
53rd North. A check of the vehicle
and the driver showed the driver
was driving with a suspended
driver’s license through Illinois.
He was cited.
May 20 — Sgt. Davis stopped
a vehicle for speeding in the 4200
block of North Woodlawn. Upon
further investigation, it was found
the driver also was not wearing a
seat belt and did not have valid
insurance or a driver’s license. He
was cited.
May 21 — Officer Steele responded to a call of vandalism in
the 4200 block of North St. James
Place. When he arrived, he contacted a man who reported that
he discovered eggs had been

Goodies delivered

Courtesy photo

A group of kids from Calvary United Methodist Church came to the police station in Bel Aire to drop off some goodies for officers on June 20.

thrown against the fence at his
residence.
May 21 — The Kansas Highway Patrol was pursuing a red
Ford Mustang with black stripes
near 53rd and Hydraulic when it
disregarded the pursuit. A while
later, a call for an injury accident
came out at 61st and Hydraulic
in Park City. Park City police got
into a foot pursuit with the suspect. Officer Manuel and Lt. Foxx
assisted Park City police with
taking the suspect into custody.
Nicholas Jay Shepherd of El Dorado was arrested on charges of
battery, DUI, failure to stop at an
accident, fleeing or eluding officers, theft and possession of drug
paraphernalia.
May 21 — A woman in the
4500 block of Eagle Lake Drive
reported that she had a garment
shipped to her home. She arrived
home to find the garment on her
porch without the shipping package with a blue note that had a
rude comment.
May 21 — Officer Forman
stopped a gray Chrysler 200
for speeding in the 5200 block
of North Woodlawn. The driver
was driving with a suspended
license. The license plate on the
vehicle was also suspended, so it
was removed and submitted as
evidence. The driver was cited
for speeding, driving with a suspended license and driving with a
suspended registration.
May 22 — Chief Atteberry reported citing a woman for failure
to wear seat belt, driving with an
expired driver’s license and operating a vehicle with an expired
registration in the 4500 block of
North Auburn. The woman said
she was aware that her tag and
her driver’s license was expired.
May 22 — A woman came to
the Bel Aire Police Station to report on May 16 she lost her doctor-prescribed medication. The
woman stated she believes it was
lost at her mother address in the
4100 block of North Oliver.
May 22 — A woman in the
6900 block of East Summerside
Court reported her son was having an episode and became violent, slapping her and biting her.
She said she believed her mentally disabled son was ill. EMS
transported the boy to Wesley for
an exam.
May 22 — Officers Smithwick
and Trumbull were dispatched to
assist EMS in the 6700 block of
East 44th North. A woman reported having a physical altercation
with a male friend. The woman
was transported to Wesley for an
exam. Investigation is ongoing.
May 23 — Officer Forman
stopped a white Ford Escape for
speeding in the 4900 block of
North Rock Road. The driver was
found to be driving with a suspended license. The windshield of
the Escape was also cracked. The
woman received a citation for the
violations.
May 23 — Officer Manuel
stopped a brown GMC Acadia
for speeding in the 4900 block
of North Woodlawn. The driver
said she did not have a driver’s
license. The fact was the driver
had never had a driver’s license.
She was cited for the violations.
May 23 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported to police that another woman
came over to her apartment
and punched her in the nose.
The victim did not want to press
charges.
May 23 — A woman from
the 5800 block of East Memphis
reported four counterfeit checks
were issued to her bank, and
money was withdrawn from her
bank account. Officer Smithwick
May 23 — A woman in the
5900 block of East Kenawee reported that she has been contacted via e-mail by a subject she has
told several times to stop contacting her. She was last contacted
by the subject in 2015. She has
blocked the subject from her social media accounts.
May 23 — A man in the 5700
block of East Kenawee reported
that unknown suspect(s) took a
Bluetooth FM transmitter valued
at $20 and two Apple charging
cables valued at $29 each from
two of his unlocked vehicles in
the driveway.
May 24 — Officer Forman
observed a white Ford Fusion
parked on the street in a place
vehicles are not normally parked
in the 9700 block of East 53rd
North. Upon checking the car, he
found a man asleep inside the
vehicle. Forman smelled an odor

of burnt marijuana. During the
investigation, Forman learned the
man had been kicked out of his
mother’s home earlier in the evening. He worked at a nearby business and had no way to contact
anyone or no place to go, so he
found a place to sleep in his car.
The man voluntarily turned over
a clear, plastic bag containing 2.4
grams of marijuana. Investigation
is ongoing.
May 24 — A woman from
the 5700 block of East Flagstaff
came to the Bel Aire Police Station to report receiving four different “scam” phone calls. The
“scam” calls stated her Social
Security number has shown “odd
activity.” After the fourth call, the
woman called the number back
and “kindly” asked them to take
her off their call list. The male
on the phone made several rude
and suggestive statements. The
woman told the male she was going to report him and hung up the
phone.
May 24 — A man in the 4500
block of Eagle Lake Drive reported receiving a voicemail from
Speedy Cash to verify he wrote a
check to a woman. The man said
he put a check in his mailbox for
a plumbing service recently. A
woman by the name of “Patricia
Taft” attempted to cash the check
at Speedy Cash. Speedy Cash did
not cash the check due to the circumstances.
May 25 — A man in the 5700
block of East Kenawee reported
that his security cameras were
not acting as designed and believed someone was jamming the
signal.
May 25 — A woman called
911 and said she was involved in
a rolling disturbance at 45th and
Greenwich. The woman reported
that her boyfriend placed her in
a headlock and would not let her
out of the moving vehicle. The
man continued to drive and finally
stopped at his parents’ residence
in Wichita. It was determined that
the incident occurred somewhere
on K-254 in Butler County. A Kansas Highway Patrol trooper came
to the scene and took over the
investigation. Both parties kept
changing their stories.
May 25 — Officer Trumbull
was dispatched to a larceny report in the 5100 block of North St.
James. A woman reported that
when she drove to a home to let
the dogs out, she left her purse in
her unlocked vehicle. The woman
said when she returned a short
time later, her purse was gone.
She spoke with neighbors who
stated they had not seen anything suspicious.
May 26 — Officer Forman
observed a gray Dodge Stratus
with an expired registration in the
4800 block of East 53rd North.
The driver was driving with a suspended license. He was cited for
the charges.
May 26 — A silver Chevrolet
Impala was stopped by Officer
Crouse for failing to maintain its
single lane of travel in the 5800
block of North Rock Road. The
driver was also driving with a suspended license. She was cited.
May 26 — A woman in the
7700 block of East 53rd North reported to dispatch that a vehicle
kept driving ahead of her and
parking. As she would pass the
vehicle, it would drive past her
again and park. During the investigation, it was discovered the
man was bird watching.
May 26 — Officers Trumbull
and Steele responded to a report
of a suicidal person in possession
of a knife in Wichita. Steel located
the individual and maintained
her security until relieved by the
Wichita Police Department.
May 23 — Wichita State University police asked Officer Gibson
to go by a residence in Bel Aire to
see if the people there were missing a package. Gibson learned
that a woman was expecting a
package containing a woman’s
dress. She advised that her sonin-law was in possession of the
package. The WSU police advised
the man was located and arrested
for trespassing while wearing the
woman’s dress as he was having
an intimate moment with a basketball on the Koch Arena basketball court.
May 27 — A man in the 5800
block of East 47th North reported
that a large tree branch fell on his
vehicle during a high wind event.
There was significant damage to
the vehicle.
May 27 — A man was distracted by a bee in his vehicle

when he left the roadway and
collided with mailboxes next to
the road in the 6500 block of East
Perryton. The man was issued a
citation for traffic violations associated with the preventable
crash.
May 27 — A man reported
a vehicle registered to his business was stolen from in front of
his residence in the 4300 block of
North Mission. He had stored an
extra set of keys inside the car.
May 27 — A man in the 4300
block of North Mission reported
that his Ford F350 had been rummaged through. He said he did
not think anything was missing.
May 27 — A woman reported
that an unknown suspect rummaged through the compartments of her vehicle in the 4300
block of North Mission. She said
the only item she knew for sure
was missing was the Kansas title
to her vehicle.
May 27 — Officers Manuel
and Trumbull did follow-up on
a social media post regarding
young children throwing rocks
and bullying another child in the
5900 block of East Denise. They
were able to locate the victim and
spoke to his parents who wished
to report the crime and prosecute.
The officers were able to identify
suspects in the crime. Juvenile
charges have been filed and the
investigation is ongoing.
May 28 — A white Jeep
Grand Cherokee was stopped
in the 5200 block of North Rock
Road for failing to properly maintain a lane. The driver did not
have a driver’s license. He was issued citations for the violations.
May 29 — Chief Atteberry reported citing a man for failure to
wear a seat belt while operating a
vehicle and for driving with an expired driver’s license in the 5600
block of East 45th North.
May 29 — A man called the
Bel Aire Police Station to report
his juvenile daughter lost her
IPod at the Farmstead Park on
May 24. The man reported that
he attempted to locate the IPod
and was unable to find it.
May 30 — Chief Atteberry reported citing a woman for driving
without a seatbelt, driving with a
suspended license and no insurance in the 5000 block of East
37th North. The woman’s suspended Kansas driver’s license
was seized.
May 30 — Chief Atteberry
reported citing a driver for driving without a seatbelt and driving
with a suspended license plate in
the 3800 block of North Woodlawn. The plate was seized. The
driver insisted the plate was good
and advised it was an error by the
state. The Bel Aire police later received a fax from the Kansas Department of Revenue advising an
error had been made by its staff
so the license plate was returned
to the driver.
May 30 — Officers received
a report of a male subject acting
out of control in the intersection
of 45th and Woodlawn. The subject was running up to cars and
hitting and kicking them. The subject, a known person to Bel Aire
police, was restrained. Due to his
instability, the man was checked
by EMS. The man’s mother came
to the scene and promised to get
the man to Comcare Crisis. She
instead took him to her apartment in Wichita and dropped him
off. She will not be called on to
assist first-responders with her
son in the future.
May 30 — A man was driving
north on Woodlawn when he saw
a garage sale on Odessa. Police
said the man tried to make an
“emergency garage sale-sighting
turn” and was unsuccessful. The
man’s emergency braking and
turning led him to strike the stop
sign at Woodlawn and Odessa.
The man was cited for improper
(garage sale) right turn, police
said.
May 31 — Officers were dispatched to the report of a suicidal
subject in the 6000 block of East
Clarendon. The mother of the
man advised 911 that her son was
manic and had cut himself. She
was not sure if it was accidental or
intentional. Upon making contact
with the man, it was determined
he would need a psychological
evaluation. The man agreed and
voluntarily went to Via Christi St.
Joseph’s, where he was admitted
into Good Shepard for treatment.
An officer went with the two since
the mother cannot be counted on
to check her son into the hospital
for the evaluation.

May 31 — A woman came
to the Bel Aire Police Station to
report that someone entered her
unsecured vehicle overnight in
the 8800 block of Chris Court. She
stated she found the contents of
her console and glove box in the
floor and seat of the vehicle. The
woman said the only thing that
appeared to have been taken was
a small amount of change from
the center console.
May 30 — A man from the
5300 block of North Rock Spring
Court reported that an unknown
suspect entered his unsecured
vehicle and took some items.
May 31 — A woman in the 4900
block of North Parkhurst reported
that her ex-boyfriend would not
stop texting her. Officer Gibson
looked at the text messages and
determined that they were not
threatening. The woman said that
she just wants him to stop texting
her and wants it documented.
May 31 — A man came to
the Bel Aire Police Department
to report he found a Michael Kors
wallet with miscellaneous contents in the road at the 29th and
Rock Road. There was a driver’s
license in the wallet. Officers attempted to contact the owner,
but the number on file is no longer valid.
June 1 — Officer Forman was
dispatched to take a stolen property report in the 5600 block of
North Lycee. The reporting party
said some unknown person entered his unsecured vehicle and
stole a Thule backpack, a bottle
of Ralph Lauren Red cologne and
an unspecified amount of change
from the ashtray.
June 1 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle in the 4300
block of North Woodlawn for an
expired tag. The driver had an
expired driver’s license. She was
cited for the expired tag and expired driver’s license.
June 1 — A woman from
the 4400 block of North Fritillary
Circle reported that her granddaughter consumed Rexall sports
rub. The grandmother also took
a knife from her granddaughter.
The granddaughter was transported to Wesley Medical Center
for an evaluation.
June 1 — Officer Steele was
at Wesley Hospital on a call when
he was contacted by a man and
woman who said they found a
small yellow bag with an unknown
substance inside. Steele retrieved
the bag and tested it in the field.
The substance tested positive for
cocaine. The substance was submitted into evidence.
June 1 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a Buick Enclave because
the driver was not wearing a
seatbelt. The driver was not able
to provide his driver’s license. He
said he left it in his bag, as he had
just returned from out of town.
The man was issued a citation for
not wearing his seatbelt and driving without a license.
June 1 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a Dodge Ram pickup for
having a passenger side headlight out. The driver said he left
his wallet at home and could not
provide a driver’s license. The
man was issued a citation for no
driver’s license in possession and
a warning for the vehicle defect.
June 2 — A white Nissan
Murano was stopped for failing to
signal prior and during a left turn
onto Danbury from Woodlawn.
The woman was driving with a
suspended driver’s license. She
was cited for the violations.
June 2 — A white Ford Explorer pickup was stopped on
Eagle Lake Drive for driving with
its headlights off and fog lights
on. The driver was found to be
operating a vehicle without a
valid license. The driver and a
passenger were transported to
their home in Wichita. The driver
was cited for his violations and
released to his mother.
June 2 — A woman in the
4400 block of North Mission reported her 13-year-old foster
child called her vulgar names,
used a racial slur and spit in her
face. The 13-year-old was arrested, transported and booked into
the Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center.
June 3 — A woman in the
4400 block of Danbury reported
that a phone solicitor contacted
her. The subject stated that he
was from Direct TV, which the
woman uses, and he offered her
a deal to save money on her service. The woman said the subject
asked her if she was already a
Direct TV customer to which she
replied she was. The caller offered her a deal of changing her
service to a two-year contract
for $69/month. If she were to
pay upfront for four months of
service by paying her deposit in
E-Bay cards, she would receive
a $150 Visa gift card as well as
the promotional TV service. The
woman purchased and texted
two gift cards numbers totaling
$280 to the suspect and received
no service.
June 3 — A woman in the
5000 block of East 39th North
found her locked mailbox pried
open. There was no mail missing.
Cost to replace mailbox is $150.
June 4 — Officer Steele responded to a check welfare or
suspicious character report in the
6900 block of East Perryton. The
call involved someone unknown
to the caller. The subject told the
woman he had been kicked out
of his home and wanted water
for his puppy. Steele located the
individual, who turned out to be
a runaway from Wagoner County,
Okla. The juvenile was transported to the Juvenile Intake Assessment Center.
June 4 — A woman reported
her 2006 black Dodge Charger
stolen from her residence in the
4100 block of Clarendon. She said
her ex-boyfriend took the vehicle.
The man stayed the night at the
woman’s house and then took
the keys to her vehicle out of her

purse. The woman said the man
did not have permission to take
the vehicle. Officers searched,
but could not locate the suspect.
June 4 — A man reported
recovering his vehicle, which was
stolen out of Wichita. The owner
drove it to work in Bel Aire and
called to report the recovery. Officer Manuel
June 5 — Officer Crouse
stopped a Toyota Camry for
speeding in the 4900 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver
had no valid driver’s license. He
received a citation for both violations.
June 5 — A woman in the
5900 block of East 41st North reported to the police that she let
her brother use her vehicle. Officer Steele
June 6 — A resident at a
Paradigm Services Inc. group
home in the 5300 block of North
Lycee reported being upset with
a worker because the worker put
a cleaning unit in the resident’s
bedroom. After some conversation, the resident decided it’s not
a bad idea to have the unit in her
room and will try to communicate
better with the workers in the future.
June 6 — A resident in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported that a bust of an Indian
Shaman she had sitting near her
front door was on its side and
part of its head was broken off.
She does not know how the bust
was broken.
June 6 — A man in the 4900
block of North Homestead reported to Officer Manuel that
a German Shepard at a nearby
residence barks all day long, usually until about 9 p.m. Manuel
did not heard the dog bark more
than twice while he was taking the report. Manuel went to
the residence but was unable to
make contact with the owner of
the dog. A business card was left
on the door with the case number, requesting they contact the
police department regarding the
issue.
June 7 — Officer Forman
stopped a 2001 Ford Mustang
in the 6500 block of East 45th
North because the license plate
on the vehicle was registered to
another car. The driver was driving without a valid license. While
speaking with the passenger and
owner of the vehicle, he admitted
there was an open bottle of whiskey in the vehicle. The woman
also admitted there was a “vape
pen” in the vehicle that contained
marijuana. The woman was cited
for all of the violations. The contraband was collected.
June 8 — A man in the 5800
block of East 49th North reported
he was on a walk with his wife
and their three dogs when a German Shephard and a shephard
mix broke through a gate at the
corner of 49th and Highland and
attacked his Jack Russell Terrier mix and his Shiba Inu. The
man reported both of his dogs
received minor bite injuries. His
wife received scratches from being clawed by the dog as she was
attempting to keep the shepards
away from her animals. The investigation is ongoing.
June 8 — A man reported an
unknown driver of a white Sedan
approached him and his girlfriend
while they were riding their bicycles in the 4700 block of North
Rock Road. The driver of the vehicle slowed to their speed and
began yelling threatening statements at them. The driver then
went drove away.
June 8 — A man was found
walking in the Sunrise parking
lot in the 5500 block of East 45th
North. The man appeared confused and did not speak. Upon
returning the man to his home,
his sister said that he is diabetic
and has dementia and took care
of him.
June 9 — A gold Nissan Altima was stopped for speeding
in the 5000 block of North Oliver.
The woman driving the car admitted to consuming alcohol. She
struggled to speak in a clear and
consistent manner, and smelled
of consumed alcohol. There were
three children in the rear passenger seat area. Two children
were not properly secured in the
vehicle. The third was. Alexandria
Shaila Martinez of Wichita was
arrested on charges of speeding
DUI and child endangerment.
The children were released to a
relative.
June 9 — A woman in the
4000 block of North Clarendon
reported her neighbor’s dog
whining non-stop and wanted its
welfare checked. The dog was
found tethered with the ability to
access water and food. The man
was cautioned about how long
he could tether his dog. The man
said that he would be taking the
dog to the animal shelter so it
could have a different home.
June 9 — A woman in the
3800 block of North Oliver claimed
that her boyfriend spit salad in
her face and kicked in the door
to her bathroom. She said he also
lost all of their money at the casino. The man left before officers
arrived. The woman had already
cleaned the salad off of her face.
A check of the bathroom door
showed it was indeed broken.
After more questioning, it was
determined the door was broken
about a month prior to this call.
June 9 — A man in the 4400
block of North Eagle Lake Drive
alleged that his stepdaughter
moved her service dog German Shepherd into the house.
The man was advised that if he
wanted her out of the house,
he needed to proceed with the
eviction process at the Sedgwick
County Courthouse. Both parties
remained on scene and were advised to work on their communication skills.
See POLICE, Page 6
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June 10 — A woman in the
4200 block of North Country Lane
reported a white sports car had
been stopping in front of residences in the neighborhood.
June 10 — The office manager for the Rock Ridge Family
Medical in the 8000 block of East
53rd North reports an ex-patient
came to the office and became
disorderly while inside the business. Chief Atteberry made several attempts to contact the man to
let him know he was being trespassed from the office, but the
phone calls went unanswered.
June 10 — A welfare check
on animals was conducted in the
5600 block of East Denise. Eleven
dogs, 97 cats, two chickens, two
guinea pigs, seven gerbils, one
Ring Necked dove, 14 Norwegian
rats, one Red-Eared Slider turtle,
14 Ornate Box turtles and one
Flag Crown Tail beta fish were removed by Sedgwick County Animal Control with the assistance of
the Beauty and Beast Rescue.
June 11 — A red Honda Civic
was stopped for failing to stop at
the stop sign at 53rd and Oliver.
Sela Aliene Schmitt of Wichita
was arrested on charges of running a stop sign and DUI.
June 11 — Officer Manuel responded to Kechi for a domestic
disturbance call. A woman had a
man served with a court order to
vacate their residence. She was
moving out. A relative assisted
by taking the man away from the
property.
June 11 — A worker from
Bel Aire Public Works brought a
bottle of OxyContin with about 20
80-mg pills into the police station.
The worker said he found the bottle on Tierra Lakes Parkway. The
bottle and pills were entered into
evidence as found property.
June 11 — A Bel Aire resident in the 4800 block of North
Harding reported his neighbor
down the street was walking
through the neighborhood and
appeared lost and confused. Officers walked the man to his residence and waited with him until
his wife arrived home.
June 11 — A woman in the
3800 block of North Oliver reported that her fiancé yelled at her
and accused her of taking his cell
phone. The man found his cell
phone in his backpack. The incident was verbal only, and the two
agreed to leave each other alone
for the remainder of the evening.
June 11 — A man in the 5200
block of North Rock Road reported
that a subject from a nearby group
home has been going through
trashcans in the neighborhood.

Officer Crice contacted a manager for ResCare to discuss the matter. She was told by the manager
that she would fix the problem.
June 12 — Officer Manuel was
dispatched to a domestic violence
incident in the 5800 block of Danbury. The calling party reported
that her husband, whom she is
divorcing, would not get out of
her car. When he finally exited
the vehicle, she left the residence
and tried to cancel the call. Upon
arrival, the man said that the argument was between his mother
and his wife.
June 11 — A woman reported returning home and
hearing what she thought was
an unknown suspect leave her
guest bathroom and walk out the
front door. There was evidence
there may have been someone
in the residence. The woman
said she was gone for about 45
minutes and accidently left the
front door open. The woman
never saw a person in her house.
June 12 — A man in the 4200
block of North Edgemoor reported
finding a cell phone in the trash
after his roommate moved out.
He stated that he tried to access
it but was unable to. The phone is
secured with a pass code. He was
unable to make contact with his
former roommate. It was logged
into evidence as found property.
June 12 — A man from the
4400 block of North Janesville
walked into the Bel Aire Police
Department to report receiving
harassing text messages.
June 12 — A Bel Aire resident’s daughter reported someone stole her father’s debit card
and used it to make purchases.
During the investigation it was
determined the father had given
permission for an associate to use
the card to make purchases.
June 12 — A man in the
4500 block of North Rushwood
Court reported an unknown male
contacting him on his cell phone
about three times within a month.
The man reported the male calling him names, speaking with a
false accent, and asking to purchase his daughter’s dog that she
walks. The man did not recognize
the phone number, and when he
attempted to call the number, it
didn’t ring.
June 12 — A man in the
5200 block of North Rock Springs
reported the 60-day tag from his
motorcycle was missing. He believes it came loose and fell off.
He doesn’t know when or where
it may have been lost.
June 12 — A man walked
into the Bel Aire Police Department and reported finding a wallet at 29th and Rock Road. Officer
Smithwick found an ID inside
for an individual. She was able
to make contact with the owner

and made arrangements for him
to come pick up his property. He
never did, so the wallet was put
into evidence as found property.
June 13 — Officers were
dispatched to conduct a welfare
check on a 6-year-old child in
the 5700 block of North Lycee.
The grandmother of the child
was concerned because the child

may have been with a person the
grandmother doesn’t trust — her
daughter’s boyfriend.
June 13 — A man reported
receiving an automated phone
call from a number about his Social Security benefits being shut
off. The man said he did not give
out any personal information to
anyone, but wanted to report the

phone call.
June 13 — Officer Manuel
went to contact a woman in the
4100 block of North Clarendon
about having an excessive number of dogs, none of which are
registered. The woman admitted
to having more dogs than what
is allowed by city code. She also
admitted that none of her dogs

were registered. She was served
a notice to appear in court.
June 15 — An electrical
pole affixed with a street light
was observed in the road in the
6600 block of East Perryton. The
damage appeared to be weather
related. Westar Energy was contacted. The pole was moved out
of the road.
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