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Residents concerned with traffic near Isely
the council’s Oct. 15 meeting, including Central Park HomeownCentral Park residents are
ers Association President Paula
expressing concerns about traffic Lamprecht. She spoke on behalf
along North St. James and Gabriel of the HOA board and asked the
Street. Residents have cited heavy city to provide information on its
traffic in the area and are hoping
plans for Lot 41, the northernmost
the city will work with them to
lot on North St. James. The lot
ease their concerns.
sits almost directly behind Isely
A couple of residents attended Elementary to the east and is
By Taylor Messick

owned by the city, making it the
only lot in Central Park that isn’t
sold. The lot is too small for a
home and is surrounded by land
that is owned by USD 259.
Last year, residents began
raising concerns about the traffic
moving through an alley that runs
between Lot 41 and the rest of
the lots along North St. James.

The unpaved alley connects
paved stretches of St. James and
Gabriel Street and also connects with what has become an
unofficial entrance to Isely from
the south through Central Park.
That “entrance” to the school is
marked as a dead end, but there
is a path to get through which has
led to spillover parking from the

school lining the grass southeast
of Isely — and sometimes on Lot
41. Lamprecht said the HOA tried
to acquire the lot.
Lamprecht was told at the end
of May that the city was trying
to decide what to do with the lot.
Realtor Andrew Reese bought
See ISELY, Page 6

Steele was found in a ditch on
53rd North Oct. 15. Police believe
he was injured in a fight.

Dog dies
after being
dumped
in ditch
By Taylor Messick

Fall Fest

Bel Aire held its annual Fall Festival at the
Bel Aire Recreation Center on Oct. 19. Kids
enjoyed the petting zoo, balloon shapes,
face-painting and inflatables. The Lions
Club and other groups had plenty of candy
to pass out. There were food trucks and
vendors such as Lumpia-looza and M&M
Bierocks. The car show was as big as it
has ever been and the seniors performed
a dance routine for those who were lucky
enough to catch it.

Bel Aire police started an investigation
on Oct. 15 after finding a severely injured
dog abandoned in a ditch on 53rd North
between Rock Road and Webb.
The dog, named Steele after the officer
who found him, died the next day after losing function in his liver and kidneys. Steele
was found with multiple wounds to his
face. Dog-fighting is the suspected reason
for his fatal injuries.
Steele was initially stabilized at Heartland Animal Hospital after being found,
but was transferred to an emergency clinic
when he took a turn for the worse. Beauties
and Beasts started taking donations to help
cover Steele’s medical expenses and raised
$5,000.
Bel Aire police are seeking information
on the case and encourage anyone with a
tip to speak up. Local animal advocates are
also strongly urging those with information
to step forward.

Utility
projects
approved
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council approved
two job quotes and a resolution at its
Oct. 15 meeting. The quotes accepted
were for future street and water main
projects.
The street project the council approved included repairs at 38th and
Edgemoor. It will be a full asphalt repair,
including base repairs. City engineer
Anne Stephens said asphalt was chosen
over concrete and asphalt because of the

Photos by Taylor Messick
See PROJECTS, Page 3
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Mayor’s
corner

City corrects special assessments for Rock Spring
By Taylor Messick

What looked like a simple agenda for the Bel Aire
By David Austin
city council on Oct. 1 was
made more complicated
couple weeks thanks to an error that was
ago, Bel Aire made when computing the
city’s most recent set of
was host to
special assessments.
a large-scale
In the last couple of
neighborweeks a large number of
hood cleanup where Waste Bel Aire residents received
Connections trucks colnotice in the mail that they
will be charged special
lected large items left by
the curb. By the looks of it, assessments for internal
improvements. Most of
my neighbors and the rest
of the community took full the affected properties are
in the Rock Spring addiadvantage of it.
It was a Saturday morn- tion but there are some
ing and Elisebeth, my
5-year-old granddaughter,
and I were taking advantage
of the beautiful weather
playing outside when the
truck came down our street.
All playtime halted immediately. She wanted to know
who it was and what they
were doing, so I explained
that we get to help people
clean up and purge things
that are no longer needed.
We then had to go watch
the two guys as they loaded
up our next-door neighbor’s
items.
She watched in amazement as the giant compactor
“ate the trash.” The two
gentlemen working the
truck made sure to say hi to
her and then she walked up
to them and said, “Thank
you for cleaning our neighborhood.”
Talk about a proud papa
moment. I said that was
really nice of you to say.
And then it dawned on me, Christ Lutheran-ELCA
it is true. All I really need to
Christ Lutheran is at 53rd
know, I learned in kinderNorth and Hillside, across
garten. I pressed her a little from Wichita Heights High
bit, telling her how proud I School.
was, thinking her nana and I
Each Sunday we have
get some credit here. Nope, two worship services offering
she said. “Papa, that is what Holy Communion. WorDaniel Tiger did, now let’s ship services are at 9 a.m.
play baseball and don’t
(contemporary) and at 10:30
forget your bubbles.”
(traditional). Sunday School
I do want to thank those for all ages begins at 10:15
who clean our neighbora.m.
hood. I also want to thank
For more information
the Bel Aire Lions Club
about the church and its
members who volunteered activities, find us online at
at the Isely Traditional
www.christ-lutheran.org, on
Magnet School Book Fair
Facebook at https://www.
on Oct. 17 and the many
facebook.com/CLC wichita
volunteers who made our
or call 744-1242.
Fall Festival on Oct. 19 a
Chad Langdon is the
huge success.
pastor.
Bel Aire truly is on the
edge of greatness and much Church of the
of that is a credit to our
Resurrection
volunteers and neighbors
Church of the Resurrecwho make this community tion (Roman Catholic) is
a great place to work, live
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn
and play.
in Bel Aire.
At the Oct. 15 council
Masses for the Lord’s day
meeting, your governing
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
body was able to joyfully
8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday.
approve street repairs for
Weekday masses are at 8 a.m.
53rd Street from Oliver
Tuesday through Saturday.
to Woodlawn and 38th
Resurrection Catholic
and Edgemoor. We have a School has students from prefive-year plan in place to
school through eighth grade.
continue maintaining and
The parish/school website
repairing streets. And in
is www.resur rectionwichita.
2020, even more has been
com, and the telephone numearmarked for street repairs. ber is 744-2776.
We were also able to
The Rev. Michael J.
approve upsizing water
Schemm is the pastor.
main lines for our friends in
Aurora Park neighborhood. Community Bible
Four-inch lines will be
Chapel
increased to eight-inch lines
Community Bible Chapel
from 38th and Parkwood to is located at the corner of 45th
39th and Harding.
North and Arlene.
It has been a few years
If you have any questions
since your’s truly enjoyed
about our church, please call
his 40th birthday. I recall
Amy Smith at 323-2819.
vividly some advice given
to me that day by a dear
Cornerstone Christian
friend who said welcome to
Cornerstone Christian
the 19th anniversary of your Church is at 5531 E. 37th
21st birthday — this will be North, Wichita KS 67220the best decade of your life. 2037. The phone number is
He was sharing how the 40s 686-0208.
were when he paid off his
Sunday worship is at
debt and earned the most.
10:15 a.m. A nursery is
In a way, that is exactly provided.
what Bel Aire can expect
Wednesday study groups
the next 10 years, and I
at 6:30 p.m. include adult
truly believe it can be the
studies, youth and Awana.
best decade for Bel Aire.
We have turned the corner
of only being able to manage debt. I truly believe
this is the decade when just
about all the debt is erased
and building for the future
is only improved.
Like Randy Stonehill
sings in his hit “Turning
30,” “Well, now 30 ain’t
like 15. And it’s not like 25.
My back’s a little stiff. And
there’re some lines around
my eyes.”
Bel Aire’s 40th birthday
is Nov. 26 next year and
look at where we are today
compared to then. It truly is
inspiring.
Planning is already
underway for a celebration.
Stay tuned.

A

outliers.
Finance director Ted
Henry said he has received
about 30 calls in regards
to the assessments since
mailing the letters and is
hopeful that those callers’
concerns have been met.
Three more concerned
residents showed up to
the Oct. 3 council meeting with questions about
the assessments during the
public hearing that was
held prior to a vote on the
issue.
A couple of residents
said they were not aware
that additional assessments could be spread to

their properties after they
purchased them. Kevin
Cowan of Gilmore & Bell
explained that the property
owners should have been
notified of that possibility.
Another man said he
was not a Bel Aire resident, but owns a piece of
land near 53rd and Webb.
He claimed the land is not
platted, is only used for
farmland and should not
have been included in the
benefit district for these
assessments. He also said
the land is not technically
in Bel Aire.
The staff found that the
man was correct and that

special assessments were
incorrectly spread to his
property. This led to staff
working to re-spread the
assessments during the
council meeting before
the item came up for a
vote. This man’s property
being removed from the
assessment roll means
the assessments being
spread to others will now
cost more. An initial look
showed specials increasing between $6 and $7 for
both paving and water for
each resident.
Cowan said the city
did not need to re-notify
property owners because

the increases were less
than 10 percent. He also
said the property owners
should have already been
notified that the original
amounts were “proposed”
and weren’t set in stone.
The amended assessments were unanimously
approved.
cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Unanimously approved appropriations ordinance 19-19 in
the amount of $1,053,327.85.
•Unanimously approved the
Bike & Pedestrian Master Plan.
•Unanimously accepted a
quote of $141,330 from McCullough Excavation to upsize
water mains from four to eight
inches in Aurora Park.

Lions Club
helps at Isely
During the week of Oct. 14
through 18, members of the
Bel Aire Lions Club volunteered
to help the Isely Elementary
School Library in Bel Aire with
its fall book fair. Pictured is Lion
Andy Horner presenting a donation from the club to the Isely
Elementary School Library. Accepting the donation is Librarian Andrea Brainard.
Courtesy photo

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free family
fun event from 4 to 6 p.m. the
third Saturday of each month.
See you there.
Pastor is Jim Rackham,
and youth pastor is Tate
Strasner.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N. Oliver
in Bel Aire, Sunday services
are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on the
first Saturday evening of each
month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at 5500
N. Greenwich Road is one
mile south of K-254 and five
miles north of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for all
ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each
Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist Women
meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
and host a church brunch
quarterly.
Special events are announced on the church sign,
Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to our
mailing list or email shage
meister@sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions
support large local charities like Open Door, Grace
Med or Youthville, as well
as small charities like Flint
Hills Therapeutic Riding
Center and Wichita Children’s
Home, to name a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us at

744-0203.
Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday worship is at 9:03 a.m. (contemporary) and 11 (traditional),
with Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number
is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint is
located at 400 S. Abilene in
Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday
school meets at 9 a.m., with
Kids Church at 10:30. There
is no regular Sunday night
service. For special activities,
check online at www.lpcag.
org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program
is at 6:30 p.m., with Velocity
Student Ministries for youth
meets at 7.
Adult small groups meet
throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is Jacob
Soyez. Children’s pastor is
Nathaniel Thurman. Call the
church at 755-2331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th

CLASSIFIEDS
8 For Sale
1 plot at Resthaven Gardens
of Memory in Rose Garden. Lot
3C with vault. Individual marker
with vase opening and closing
316-518-3868.

North in northeast Wichita.
You can reach us at 6835538 or via email at postmaster@risensavior.net.
Sunday morning services
in our new Worship Center
are at 8 and 10:30, with
a nursery and Children’s
Church during the 10:30 service. We provide adult Bible
classes and children’s Sunday
school beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide
options to participate in a variety of Bible studies, fellowship and service opportunities
for all ages.
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter — search
RisenSaviorICT! Find out
everything Risen Savior has
to offer on our website www.
risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor is
Nick Cordt.
Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox
Christian Church is at 2710
E. 61st North, Park City.
It is a congregation of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
Sunday worship has Matins at 9:45 a.m. and Divine
Liturgy (Mass) at 10. Adult
class at 9 a.m. studies the
Biblical Journey of Faith.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
For more information, call
734-6248, go online at www.
saintmichael orthodoxchurch.

com or email inquiries to
jflora@cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Father Basil
Anderson is deacon. Frank
Tritschler is head chanter.
Readers are Moses Rothenberger and James Finneran.
Mrs. Sally Buxon is organist.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook (Gods
Closet - Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s upcoming events and service times
to legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.

The Bel Aire Breeze
Published monthly by Strunk
Publishing LLC at P.O. Box
120, Valley Center, Kan.
67147.
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Chris
Strunk. Telephone: 316-7550821. Fax: 316-755-0644. Email: legals@arkvalleynews.
com. The office is located at
210 W. Main, Valley Center,
Kan.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Veterans
breakfast set

Valley Center
S.H.O.W. (Students
Helping Out Warriors)
will host the fifth annual Veterans Breakfast
and 50th Vietnam War
Commemoration Nov. 8
at Valley Center Middle
School, 800 N. Meridian.
The event will begin at
7:30 a.m. Presentations
will begin at 8:30 a.m.
and will include certificates and congressional
lapel pins, Kansas Vietnam War medallions and
medals, as well as spouse
pins to honor spouses of
deceased veterans.
Breakfast will be
provided to all veterans
and current duty service members and their
spouses. The public is
invited to attend and is
asked to donate $5 or
more per person.
Veterans are asked to
contact Ron Colbert at
755-2824 for reservations and to register for
the Vietnam War Commemoration.
— The Breeze staff

Officer takes
boy to school

He just wanted to get
to school.
On Sept. 16, Bel Aire
police officers responded
to the call of a suspicious
character in the 5000
block of East 48th North.
It turned out that a
Wichita Heights High
School student had
missed his bus and was
going door to door attempting to get a ride
to school. An officer
transported the student to
school.
— The Breeze staff

Hair gives
suspect away

Social Security number
was involved in a moneylaundering operation, and
had been used to open
several accounts.
The hair gave them
The man gave the
away.
caller
the last four
On Sept. 21, Bel Aire
numbers of his Social
police were dispatched
Security number, and
to a residence on Gunthe woman asked him
nison for a disturbance
what bank he uses. The
in which two juveniles
man attempted to ask the
stole a bicycle, slashed
woman questions, and
the tires and took off
she became angry with
running.
him. The woman told the
After receiving susman officers would come
pect information, an officer went to a residence to his house to arrest
to see if the juvenile who him if he didn’t give her
lives there was involved. the information she was
requesting.
The juvenile’s mother
The man did not give
informed the officer that
her
any further informaher son was out with a
tion,
hung up on her and
friend. She described the
called 911.
friend as having a “man
— The Breeze staff
bun,” which matched the
description given by the
victim of the theft.
With the assistance of
the first suspect’s mother,
both juveniles were
found inside a residence
This scammer couldn’t
in the 4100 block of
fool City Hall.
Clarendon. They were
On Oct. 11, an unthere without permission. known person using a
Both juveniles admitted
Gmail account and Google
to stealing and riding the Voice phone number
bicycle and one admitted posed as the mayor of Bel
to damaging the tires.
Aire and requested the
They were arrested,
Bel Aire court clerk to
transported and booked
purchase $1,500 in iTunes
into the Juvenile Intake
gift cards as gifts for city
and Assessment Center
staff. The scammer also
on charges of burglary,
contacted other city staff
criminal deprivation of
with the same request.
property and criminal
With each, the scammer
damage to property.
instructed staff to keep the
— The Breeze staff transaction “top secret”
because the cards were
secret gifts.
Neither the Bel Aire
court clerk nor any other
city staff fell for the scam.
Staff contacted police
A scam artist posed as
right
away. A Bel Aire sera demanding cop.
On Sept. 24, a man in geant, pretended to be the
court clerk and texted the
the 6500 block of East
unknown scammer. The
Perryton reported to
suspect asked the officer
Bel Aire police that he
received a call from a fe- to go to any local store
and purchase 15 $100
male identifying herself
iTunes cards and provide
as Officer Janet Fling.
The caller said the man’s the security codes to the
scammer in a text.

City Hall not
fooled by scam

Scammer
poses as cop

Fun at Fall Festival

Instead, the officer sent
the scammer information
regarding possible prosecution as well as a photo
of his police badge. Police
said after that, the scammer didn’t want to communicate anymore. There
was no loss.
— The Breeze staff

Local students
graduate WSU

The following Bel Aire
students completed degree
requirements at Wichita
State University during
the summer of 2019: Jeriel
F. Adair, bachelor of arts;
Syeda Ara, bachelor of
arts; Lucy G. Aragon, doctor of philosophy; Mahmoud I. Hassan, bachelor
of business administration;
Wing Yan Leung, bachelor of arts, social work,
cum laude; and Zachary
D. McElfresh, bachelor of
business administration.
Undergraduate students
who attained a grade point
average of 3.25 out of a
possible 4.0 received the
cum laude award.
— The Breeze staff

McGinn to run
for re-election
Carolyn McGinn,
a farmer, Republican
and lifelong Sedgwick
County resident, this
week filed to run for the
Kansas Senate 31st Dis-

Projects

bonds are for a number of
projects from three years
ago and Mayor David
Austin said the majority
of the costs will be special
assessed to affected property owners. Also included
in the resolution is the
refinancing of a bond from
2009 that will save the city
some money. The third
item in the resolution includes temporary notes for
a number of new projects
in the city.

two sons.
The 31st Senate
District includes Harvey
County and the cities of
Bel Aire, Bentley, Kechi,
Maize, Mount Hope,
Park City, Sedgwick, Valley Center and Wichita.
— The Breeze staff

She was born June 24,
1942, in Great Bend to Everett and Elsie (Fletcher)
Pfeifer. After her family
moved to Wichita, she attended John Marshall Middle School and graduated
from North High School
in 1962. She married Gary
Crook in 1962, but they
later divorced. She taught
English at Goddard High
School from 1968 until
1982. In 1984, she earned
a master’s in literary science and married Glen
Reed.
She was preceded in
death by her parents and
sister Janice. Survivors
include her husband; stepson Glen (Sherry) Reed
II of Derby; stepdaughter
Jennifer (Bart) Brown of
Clearwater; grandchildren
Austin (Rachel) Reed of
Wichita, April Reed of
Bel Aire, Amy Pine of
Shawnee, Preston (Kelly)
Brown of Wichita, Blake
(Ellie) Brown and Ashton

(Emily)
Brown
all of
Clearwater
and
Garrett
Brown
of
Wichita;
Reed
greatgranddaughters Harlie, Brynlee
and Hazel.
No services will be
held. Memorial established
with the Kansas Humane
Society, 3313 N. Hillside,
Wichita KS 67219. Downing & Lahey Mortuary
West had charge.

Pizza Hut
helps tribute

Pizza Hut in Park City
will donate 20 percent of
the day’s food sales on
Nov. 13 to honor military
veterans buried in Kechi
Township Cemetery.
The public an help
by purchasing food at
the restaurant and use
a special coupon to eat
in, drive through or use
delivery service. Coupons
are available at Park City
Pizza Hut, Library, Senior
Center, City Hall and Kechi City Hall. Some local
churches will also have
coupons and order blanks.
Community support is vital for this wreath project
to be successful.
Pizza Hut donations
will aid the Little Arkansas Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution to purchase
Wreaths Across America
wreaths for the veterans
buried in Kechi Township
Cemetery. The public is
encouraged to attend and
help lay the wreaths at the
ceremony at noon Dec. 14.
— The Breeze staff

DEATHS
PHOEBE GALLOWAY

Phoebe Jane (Glover)
Galloway, 93, of Wichita,
died
Oct. 1,
2019.
She
was
born
Aug. 5,
1926,
near
Nevada,
Mo., to
Galloway
Allen
and
Susie Glover. She married Charles E. Galloway
in 1944 in Wichita and
retired from civil service
with the U.S. Air Force after 30 years. She belonged
to Immanuel Baptist, Tyler
Road Baptist and Woodridge Christian churches.
She was preceded
in death by her parents,
sisters Wilma and Mary,
husband, son Frank A. and
granddaughter Samantha
Lynn. Survivors include
daughter-in-law Linda
K. (Parrott) of Bel Aire,
grandson Scott A. (Kelli)
of Towanda, granddaughter Sarah E. of Derby
and great-grandchildren
Raegen and Brenden.
Services were Oct. 4 at
Broadway Mortuary.
JUDY REED
Judy Kay Reed, 77, of
Wichita, died Oct. 8, 2019.

the project and got a pretty
good price under the engineer’s estimate. Stephens
Continued from Page 1
said the mains will be relocation and mix of traffic. placed through a technique
She said the base was the called directional drilling
which will allow minimal
main aspect of the road
that needed repairs and not disruption for the large
number of customers who
the surface.
will be affected.
There will also be
The final item that was
repairs to 53rd Street
North between Oliver and unanimously approved
Woodlawn. Those will be was a resolution authoconcrete and asphalt with rizing the sale of bonds
base repairs. Stephens said and temporary notes. The
the reason for using both
is so that the road will
transition smoothly from
the asphalt to the patches
and not create a “hard
edge.” The winning bid
for the project was from
PP&J for $13,000 and it
was unanimously approved by the council.
Also unanimously accepted was a quote from
McCullough Excavation,
Inc. for $79,500 for the
upsizing of water mains
from 38th and Parkwood
to 39th and Harding.
The water mains will be
upsized from four to eight
inches. The city was able
to get several quotes for

trict seat.
McGinn said she has
been a supporter of balancing the needs of the
rural way of life along
with the growing communities in our region.
She has worked to lower
sales tax on food, balance the budget while
making key investments
to help our communities grow, support strong
schools and post secondary education opportunities for our students and
defend Kansas values.
In addition, she’s championed reforms that
increase transparency in
government and demand
efficiency in state operations.
“A responsible and
transparent budget with
strategic investments are
key to quality services
and better outcomes for
our communities,” said
McGinn. “Whether that
be in the classroom, on
our roads or in our hospitals.”
McGinn is a fourthgeneration resident of the
31st District. She graduated from Valley Center
High School and earned
a business degree from
Wichita State University
before earning a master’s
degree in environmental studies from Friends
University. She lives
with her husband Mark
on the family farm outside of Sedgwick where
they operate a diversified
farming operation and
where they raised their

Ryan’s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

Weekly Events

Pickleball — Monday, Thursday, Friday 9 to 11:30 a.m., Friday 5 to 7 p.m.,
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to noon, Rec Center, $2/person
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
Line Dance Class — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
Sew & Sew More — Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 1 p.m., Rec Center
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
Bridge Games — Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center, must RSVP.
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Open Sewing — Wednesday, 10 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m., various locations

Community Events
Oct. 28 — Tree Board, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Oct. 31 & Nov. 1 — Early voting,
noon to 7 p.m., City Hall
Nov. 2 — Early voting, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., City Hall
Nov. 5 — Voting, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Nov. 5 — City Council, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Nov. 6 — Chamber of Commerce,
noon, SCKEDD,
9730 E. 50th North
Nov. 6 — Municipal court, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Nov. 11 — City offices closed for
Veterans Day

Nov. 13 — Lions Club, 11:30 a.m.,
Gospel Assembly Church
Nov. 14 — Planning Commission,
6 p.m., City Hall
Nov. 18 — Utility Advisory
Committee, noon
Nov. 19 — City Council, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Nov. 25 — Tree Board, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Nov. 27— Lions Club, 11:30 a.m.,
Gospel Assembly Church
Nov. 28-29 — City offices closed
for Thanksgiving
More information about events can be
found at www.belaireks.gov.

Monthly & Special Events

Oct. 31 & Nov. 1, noon to 7 p.m. — Early voting, City Hall
Nov. 2, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Early voting, City Hall
Nov. 4, 11:30 a.m. — Potluck dinner and program, Medicare by Bankers Life
and Causality, Community Room
Nov. 5, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. — Election Day
Nov. 6, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time, Senior Center
Nov. 7, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, Senior Center
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day, City Hall closed
Nov. 14, 1 p.m. — Open card and board game play, Senior Center
Nov. 19, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out, call Anita 744-2840 for info
Nov. 20, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. — Blood pressure check, Rec Center
(sponsored by Catholic Care)
Nov. 20, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
Nov. 21, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, Senior Center
Nov. 25, 6 p.m. — Covered dish dinner and program, Rec Center
Nov. 28-29 — Thanksgiving holiday, City Hall closed

Bel Aire Recreation

HELP WANTED
We are accepting applications for Dance
and Tumbling instructors. Classes are
held on weeknights or Saturdays. Contact
Ashley Sherwood (asherwood@belaireks.
gov) if interested.
5 on 5 Basketball
(grades 5/6)
Separate boys and girls divisions begin
practice in November with games scheduled to begin in December. This is a joint
league with Valley Center Rec with games
played at both locations. Practices will be
held at Bel Aire Rec. Registration deadline
is Nov. 2.
3 on 3 Basketball
(grades 1/2 & 3/4)
Separate boys and girls divisions begin
practice in December with games scheduled to begin in January. This is a joint
league with Valley Center Rec with games
played at both locations. Practices will be
held at Bel Aire Rec. Registration deadline
is Nov. 23.
Holiday Craft Series
Create a holiday craft and make a seasonal
treat. $8 per session for adult and child or
$20 for three sessions. $3 for each additional child. Nov. 16, Dec. 14, Feb. 8,
2020, at 9 a.m.
Taekwondo (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet Tuesday and Thursday at
6:30 p.m. These are great classes for beginners to black belts.
Dynamic Aging
Geared toward individuals age 50. Practice
a variety of movements in a safe environment. Classes meet Tuesday and Thursday
at 9 a.m.
Adult Pickleball

Mondays 9 to 11:30 a.m.; Thursdays and
Fridays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 5 to 7
p.m.; Saturdays 9:30 a.m. to noon in the
Rec Center Gymnasium. $2 drop-in fee.
Yoga
Classes held Mondays and Wednesdays
from 6 to 7 p.m. Participants need to provide their own yoga mat. Teens & adults
can join at any time.
Barn Quilt Workshop
Bring the beauty of quilts to the city. No
skills needed. For this class you will take
home a finished project. Space is limited;
please call to reserve a spot. First Saturday
morning of each month.
Senior Aerobics
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics. Lowimpact exercises designed to reduce stress
on your joints and back while using all
major muscle groups. Meets Wednesdays
from 9 to 10 a.m.
Fitness Center
The Fitness Center consists of elliptical
cross trainers, free weights, multistation
weight machine, recumbent bike and
treadmills.
FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, senior aerobics, Bel Aire
Walkers, gameday, potluck dinners, sewing, blood pressure checks and more! Talk
with Tasha for more information.
Upcoming Youth Programs
Holiday Hoops, Happy Feet, Happy
Hoops & TGA Golf. For more info, call
744-2700 or go to www.belaireks.gov.
For more info about any Bel Aire rec
program, call 744-2700 or visit www.
belaireks.gov. Follow us on Facebook
@BelAireRec.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Sept. 15 — Officer Gibson
assisted a Kechi officer while
he searched a vehicle that
was stopped for speeding on
K-254.
Sept. 15 — A man in the
4200 block of North Rushwood Court reported that his
neighbor’s dog was loose in
his backyard. The man said
he was afraid of the dog and
thought the dog might be vicious. Sedgwick County Animal
Control was contacted to get
the trespasser. The owner of
the dog arrived and retrieved
the dog. She was educated on
the city’s nuisance animal ordinance.
Sept. 15 — A man in the
4200 block of North Eagle Lake
Drive reported two pit bull-type
dogs not on leashes attacked
his Labrador, which was on a
leash. A female ran off southbound with the dogs following
her. The owner of the suspect
dogs was not located.
Sept. 16 — Officer Manuel
stopped a black Pontiac for
speeding in the 4900 block of
East 37th North. The driver
said she was on her way to
work. The woman’s driver’s
license returned as revoked
and she did not have proof of
liability insurance. Felicia R.
Meairs of Wichita was arrested
on a charge of driving with a
revoked license.
Sept. 16 — Chief Atteberry cited a driver for driving a vehicle with an expired
registration and for having an
obstructed license plate in the
3800 block of North Woodlawn.
The woman said she had been
stopped during the week of the
Sept. 9 by someone in law enforcement and received a blue
ticket for the same violations.
A check of Bel Aire police records did not show the woman
having been stopped by Bel
Aire police. She did not have
the blue citation in her possession. The woman advised that
she just didn’t have time to get
her auto license registration
current, but would attempt to
do it soon.
Sept. 16 — Officers responded to the call of a suspicious character in the 5000
block of East 48th North. It
turned out that a Wichita
Heights High School student
had missed his bus and was
going door to door attempting
to get a ride to school. Officer
Steele transported the student
to school.
Sept. 16 — A vehicle wreck
was reported in the 5000 block
of North Greenwich. A vehicle
struck a deer. The deer could
not be located. The was moved
to 53rd and Greenwich and was
later towed away.
Sept. 16 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4800 block of North
Woodlawn. The driver was
cited for speeding and driving
without a license.
Sept. 18 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for traveling
35 mph in a posted 55 mph
zone in the 4700 block of North
Rock Road. The vehicle also
had an equipment violation.
The driver was cited for having
no valid driver’s license.
Sept. 18 — A substantial
amount of newspaper ad inserts were located scattered
in the road between the 4300
block and 4900 block of North
Woodlawn. The Wichita Eagle
delivery person could not be
located.
Sept. 18 — Two vehicles
were stopped in traffic waiting on a red light in the 4800
block of East 37th North. The
trailing driver failed to slow for
stopped traffic and ran into the
back of the other vehicle. That
collision pushed the stopped
vehicle into a third vehicle.
The driver that caused the
crash was issued a citation and
all three vehicles were driven
away.
Sept. 18 — A woman reported her son refused to
move out of her apartment in
the 5600 block of North Lycee.
The woman said she let her
son stay at her residence while
she was on vacation. When she
returned, he had moved his belongings into the residence and
has not heeded her demands
to leave. The woman was given information about evictions
and how to contact the county
on the civil issue.
Sept. 18 — A man and
three passengers were in a
2017 Volvo facing east waiting
at the stop sign at the intersection of 45th and Webb when
his vehicle was struck from behind by a 2001 Buick LeSabre.
The driver of the LeSabre was
cited for following too closely,
no driver’s license in possession and no proof of liability
insurance.
Sept. 19 — Officer Forman
stopped a silver 2008 Chevrolet Tahoe in the 5100 block
of North Rock Road for no
tag lamp. The driver provided
a Georgia ID card. The man
also had a suspended Kansas
driver’s license, as well as warrants through Sedgwick County
and the City of Wichita. Travis
Dewon Bright of Bel Aire was
arrested on charges of failure
to appear in court and no driver’s license in possession.
Sept. 19 — A two-vehicle
wreck was reported in the 5600
block of North Rock Road. A
woman reported her vehicle
was stopped at the stop sign.
She failed to see a white Jeep
traveling north on Rock Road.
She said the driver of the Jeep
walked around his vehicle and
found no need to report the
vehicle accident, as neither
vehicle sustained noticeable
damage. The man in the Jeep
left the scene.

Sept. 19 — A man from
the 5200 block of North Cypress reported he loaned his
red Mustang GT to a friend of
a friend in May. The man has
asked for the vehicle to be
returned but it has not been
returned as yet. The vehicle is
somewhere in Arkansas.
Sept. 19 — A woman drove
into Catholic Care Center in the
6500 block of East 45th and
flagged down a person saying
she was lost. The woman did
not know any phone numbers
and was from the Newton area.
A check of her glove compartment yielded a lot of numbers
and addresses. Her son-in-law
was contacted in person about
the woman. The man showed
up on-scene. The woman was
released to her son-in-law.
Sept. 19 — Bel Aire Recovery staff in the 4900 block
of North Tierra Lake Parkway
reported a patient throwing a
temper tantrum because she
could not use her phone when
she wanted to. Staff calmed
her down.
Sept. 21 — Officer Manuel was parked in the Dollar
General parking lot watching
the intersection of 45th and
Woodlawn when he saw a silver Hyundai Sonata run a stop
sign. The driver had vomit in
the vehicle and on his clothes.
An odor of consumed alcoholic
beverage was coming from the
vehicle. The man said he gave
a friend a ride home from Pleasures and the friend threw up
in the car. The man was given
standard field sobriety tests
and then was arrested and
booked into jail on charges of
DUI and running a stop sign.
The suspect’s name was not
available.
Sept. 21 — A woman reported she and her three
roommates encountered a
subject while out on walks in
her neighborhood in the 8400
block of East Granite Court.
The man made sexual statements, making them feel uncomfortable. Officer Steele
went to the ResCare residence
where the man lives and made
contact with an employee who
said she would speak with supervision about what they can
do with the client.
Sept. 21 — A woman who
works at a business in the
4000 block of North Woodlawn
Court reported an incident involving a parking dispute with
a neighboring business. The
woman reported that a man
from the neighboring business
situated a pallet with a tire on
it behind a vehicle belonging
to her customer that had been
parked in front of his business.
The woman moved the items
for her customer, so she could
leave. Officer Steele advised
the woman to contact the
management office regarding
the parking issue.
Sept. 21 — Officers were
dispatched to a residence on
Gunnison for a disturbance
in which two juveniles stole a
bicycle, slashed the tires and
took off running. After receiving suspect information, Officer Trumbull went to a residence to see if the juvenile
who lives there was involved.
The juvenile’s mother informed
Trumbull that her son was out
with a friend. She described
the friend as having a “man
bun.” That matched the description given by the victim of
the theft. With the assistance
of the first suspect’s mother,
both juveniles were found inside an address in the 4100
block of Clarendon. They were
there without permission. Both
juveniles admitted to stealing and riding the bicycle and
one admitted to damaging
the tires. They were arrested,
transported and booked into
the Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center on charges of
burglary, criminal deprivation
of property and criminal damage to property.
Sept. 22 — A vehicle was
stopped for speeding in the
6900 block of East 45th. The
driver presented a Kuwait
driver’s license and was found
to have a Kansas system-generated license. The man was
cited for no driver’s license and
speeding.
Sept. 23 — A woman in
the 5700 block of East 45th reported receiving text messages
she thought had been from her
pastor. The woman reported
sending a total of $700 in activation codes to the online
person.
Sept. 23 — A 14-year-old
in the 4400 block of North Mission did not want to follow the
rules of the house and when
playing his Xbox. After speaking with Officer Gibson for a
while, the teenager agreed
that following simple rules was
a good option for him.
Sept. 24 — A man in the
6500 block of East Perryton
reported receiving a phone
call from a female identifying
herself as Officer Janet Fling.
The imposter said the man’s
Social Security number was involved in a money-laundering
operation, and had been used
to open several accounts. The
man gave the imposter the
last four numbers of his Social Security number, and the
imposter asked him what bank
he uses. The man attempted
to ask the imposter questions,
and she became angry with
him. The imposter told the
man officers would come to
his house to arrest him if he
didn’t give her the information
she was requesting. The man
did not give her any further information, hung up on her and
called 911.
Sept. 24 — A woman in

the 6500 block of East Rodeo
reported her daughter as a
runaway. Officer Smithwick
found the girl walking east on
Rodeo. The girl said she was
just out for a walk because she
was angry with her mother.
The girl said she was not running away.
Sept. 25 — Officer Smithwick responded to the call of
a burglary in the 5300 block of
Pebble Creek Court. The residence is under construction,
and the reporting party believes an employee left one of
the doors unlocked. Loss was
copper wire and other items.
Sept. 26 — Officer Forman saw a maroon Dodge Ram
weaving and driving slowly on
north Rock Road. After the
Dodge turned westbound onto
53rd, it crossed the yellow
centerline. Forman stopped
the vehicle and contacted the
driver. The driver showed multiple indicators of impairment.
The man agreed to do standard field sobriety tests. Jason
R. Westerman of Wichita was
arrested in the 6400 block of
East 45th North on a charge of
DUI.
Sept. 26 — A woman from
the 6500 block of East Rodeo called to report having a
disturbance with her daughter. The woman said she had
to pick up her daughter from
Northeast Magnet after she
was suspended from school.
During the drive home, the
woman said the two had a
heated discussion and she had
felt threatened by her daughter’s actions toward her in the
vehicle.
Sept. 26 — A Kechi officer
saw three unidentified people
running from duplexes that are
under construction in Kechi.
Sgt. S. Davis and Officer Forman assisted in attempting to
locate the individuals but were
unsuccessful.
Sept. 27 — A two-vehicle
wreck was reported in the
5900 block of East 37th. A Kia
Optima failed to stop and collided with the rear of a GMC
truck. The driver of the Optima
suffered minor scratches from
the air bag.
Sept. 28 — An employee
for ResCare in the 5200 block
of North Rock Springs reported
to dispatch a client wanted to
make a report and press charges on a staff member after the
staff member allegedly struck
the client twice. The Kansas
Protection Report Center was
notified regarding the incident.
Sept. 29 — Fire Station
No. 37 reported that a woman
was at the station requesting
medical assistance with blisters on her foot. The woman
reported that she and her
ex-husband, were in a verbal
argument while driving in the
4900 block of North Woodlawn. The woman also said she
had warrants. Officers arrived
and checked the woman’s assertion and discovered she had
an active City of Wichita warrant and a non-bookable showcause order to be served. The
woman was intoxicated and
admitted to being a pack of
cigarettes a day smoker. She
also admitted to drinking a half
pint of gin and smoking methamphetamine before going to
the fire station. She is also six
months pregnant. The woman
was booked into the Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility. The suspect’s name was
not available.
Sept. 29 — A woman
went to Sedgwick County Fire
Station No. 37 and told the
personnel there that she was
having suicidal thoughts. The
woman was transported to
ComCare Crisis to speak with
a counselor.
Sept. 30 — A woman reported a male subject had
been smoking cigarettes on
40th between Clarendon and
Danbury.
Sept. 30 — Officer Steele
responded to a dispatched call
of an injury accident at K-254
and 143rd East. He arrived on
scene and assisted by checking for patient information,
providing patient and vehicle
information to the dispatcher,
and providing traffic control for
other emergency responders.
Sept. 30 — Officer Trumbull was dispatched to a noninjury traffic collision in the
6200 block of East 45th. A vehicle was traveling west behind
another vehicle and the driver
failed to notice that the second
was stopping. The vehicles collided.
Sept. 30 — Officer Trumbull
saw two males walking west in
the 7100 block of East 45th.
He contacted the group home
staff at 9525 E. 45th. One of
the staff members was on the
phone making a runaway report. Trumbull re-contacted
the two males and detained
them. He then transported
them back to the group home.
Officers from the Wichita Police
Department responded as one
of the males was agitated and
refused to go inside.
Sept. 30 — A woman reported sending $100 via wire
transfer to an individual as a
deposit for a payday loan. The
woman said that she contacted
a “Dallas Ray” on Facebook
who requested the $100 be
wire transferred to the individual and then she would receive
a payday loan. The woman
never received the loan and
said her Facebook account was
hacked shortly after sending
the money. The woman contacted Western Union and was
given a case number, but could
not provide that case number.
She was advised to report if
she is able to get any more in-

formation.
Oct. 1 — Officer Steele received two notices to appear in
court from the code enforcement officer regarding city
code enforcement violations to
serve.
Oct. 1 — A woman reported she found a small clear bag
of capsules in the city parking
lot at 7651 E. Central Park.
Officer Steele took custody of
the baggie that contained 14
capsules of an unknown green
substance. The capsules were
submitted as found property.
Oct. 1 — A woman turned
herself in at the Bel Aire Police Department on a City of
Bel Aire warrant. Ekaterina
Hope Brummer of Bel Aire was
placed into custody and transported and booked into the
Sedgwick County Adult Detention Facility.
Oct. 2 — Chief Atteberry
and a Sedgwick County sheriff’s deputy responded to a dispatched call to assist EMS on
a fall case in the 4500 block
of North Westlake Court. The
EMS unit needed assistance
getting into the home to render assistance.
Oct. 2 — Officer Steele
took the report of a cellular
telephone found in the driveway of a residence in the 5000
block of North Remington.
Oct. 3 — Chief Atteberry
reported citing a male driver
for driving with an expired
registration in the 6300 block
of East 37th North. He also
received a warning for driving
without a seatbelt.
Oct. 3 — A man reported
that his son and his dog were
chased and attacked by a pit
bull while walking in the 4000
block of North Parkwood. The
boy suffered an injury to his
left hand, and the dog suffered
an injury to its right ear. The
man did not wish to prosecute.
The pit bull did not reside at
the residence and escaped the
home when the door was left
ajar. Investigation is ongoing.
Oct. 4 — Officer Manuel
stopped a vehicle in the 3800
block of North Woodlawn for
not having tag. Manuel noticed
the vehicle had an expired 60day tag in the back window.
The driver did not have a valid
license or proof of liability insurance, but did have a nonextraditable warrant out of
Georgia for probation violation.
The driver was cited.
Oct. 4 — Officer Manuel
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4900 block of North
Rock Road. The driver did not
have a valid driver’s license or
proof of insurance. He was issued a citation.
Oct. 4 — Lt. Foxx and
Chief Atteberry assisted Butler
County Sheriff’s Office, Benton Police Department and the
Kansas Highway Patrol with a
manhunt involving what was
dispatched as an abduction
and car chase with shots fired.
The suspect was located and
taken into custody by a police
K-9.
Oct. 4 — A vehicle backing out of a driveway struck
a parked vehicle in the 4400
block of North Westlake Court.
No injuries were reported. The
driver was cited for inattentive
driving.
Oct. 5 — Officer Manuel
stopped a red Ford Escape
for a vehicle equipment defect in the 4600 block of East
37th. Brenda L. Anderson of
Wichita was arrested on an
environmental citation warrant
through Wichita.
Oct. 5 — While attending a
Bel Aire Heights Neighborhood
Association event, an unknown
juvenile turned a $5 bill in to
Officer Smithwick. The child
said she found it on the ground
at the park. The money was
submitted as found property.
Oct. 6 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4900 block of North
Woodlawn. The driver was
found to be driving in violation of her restricted driver’s
license. She was released to
her mother.
Oct. 6 — Officer Manuel
stopped a black Cadillac DTS
for speeding in the 3900 block
o North Oliver. The driver said
she was coming back from
a pumpkin-carving contest
in Park City. The woman was
dressed in a Robin (the crime
fighter) costume and had an
odor of consumed alcoholic
beverages on her breath. The
woman admitted to consuming
Jell-O shots. After completing
standard field sobriety tests,
the woman was placed under
arrest for driving under the
influence. Poppysee Lorraine
Clarkson of Wichita was arrested on a charge of DUI.
Oct. 7 — A man fro the
4100 block of North Edgemoor
called to make a report that
he was confused about recent
happenings in his life.
Oct. 7 — Officer Gibson
stopped a black Hyundai Elantra for speeding in the 5200
block of North Oliver. The
driver said she was on her
way to a job interview and did

not realize she was going that
fast. The woman was unable to
provide current insurance and
a check with SPIDER found
that her driver’s license was
suspended. The woman was
cited for speeding, no proof of
insurance and driving with a
suspended license.
Oct. 8 — A supervisor at
Bel Aire Public Works reported
a young man driving on a recently refinished street causing
damage in the 4900 block of
East 48th. The area was repaired quickly by an asphalt
contractor. No prosecution was
requested.
Oct. 8 — A woman from the
5400 block of East 48th called
to report she is concerned for
her neighbor’s dogs. She feels
her neighbors do not care for
their dogs like they should. Officer Steele went to investigate
and contacted the owner of the
dogs. He confirmed that the
dogs had adequate shelter and
food. The dogs looked healthy
and well cared for.
Oct. 8 — A woman from
the 5400 block of East Ashton
reported that she placed her
wedding rings on a counter. A
couple of days later she said
she arrived home and found
her side garage door and the
door to the house were open.
A couple of days later she notice her rings were not where
she had put them. No suspects
were identified.
Oct. 8 — A woman reported being involved in an injury
accident in the 4000 block of
North Woodlawn. The woman
said she had something in her
eye, and while blinking her vehicle rear-ended the vehicle in
front of her. The woman was
assessed by EMS and fire, and
her mother transported her to
Wesley Main.
Oct. 9 — Officer Forman
responded to a dispatched call
of a carjacking in progress at
the QuikTrip at 37th and Rock
Road. Forman arrived in the
area and chased the suspect.
He and Wichita police officers
apprehended the suspect who
was later booked on several
felony charges. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Oct. 9 — Officer Steele got
a call about an embezzled vehicle in the 3700 block of North
Woodlawn. He located the car
at the Dillon’s at 37th and
Woodlawn. A Wichita officer
took over the call since it was
a City of Wichita case.
Oct. 9 — A woman from
the 6500 block of East St.
James reported that a car
struck her vehicle in the evening on Sept. 14. The woman
said the other driver left a note
about the damage. The other
driver left her phone number
to contact. The woman filed
a claim through her insurance. The other driver’s father
asked her to cancel the claim
and said he would fix her vehicle. The woman attempted to
contact the man but could not
make contact. Since there has
been no action to abide by the
agreement, the woman was
advised that she should probably re-contact her insurance
company and re-initiate the
claim against the other driver.
Oct. 11 — An unknown
suspect using a Gmail account
and Google Voice phone number, posing as the mayor, requested the Bel Aire court clerk
to purchase $1,500 in iTunes
gift cards as gifts for city staff.
The scammer also contacted
other city staff with the same
request. With all, the scammer
instructed them to keep the
transaction “top secret” as the
cards were secret gifts. Staff
contacted police. Sgt. Davis
posed as the court clerk and
texted the unknown scammer.
The suspect requested Davis
to go to any local store and
purchase 15 $100 iTunes cards
and provide the security codes
to the scammer in a text. Neither the Bel Aire court clerk nor
any other city staff fell for the
scam. Davis sent the scammer
information regarding possible
prosecution as well as a photo
of his police badge, but the
scammer didn’t want to communicate any further. There
was no loss.
Oct. 11 — Chief Atteberry
reported citing a driver for
speeding, driving with no driver’s license in possession and
driving without proof of liability
insurance in the 8400 block of
East 53rd.
Oct. 11 — Two staff workers at a group home in the
5300 block of North Lycee re-

ported a client was upset after
being asked to wash her dirty
dishes. The client ran into the
kitchen area, grabbed a fork
and said she wanted to kill herself. Prior to officer’s arrival,
the client surrendered the fork
to staff and had calmed down.
The client told officers she no
longer wished to harm herself;
she was just having a bad day.
A staff worker took the client
from the home.
Oct. 11 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported her upstairs neighbor
was leaving her dog out on the
balcony unattended. The dog
was urinating from the upper
balcony onto the lawn furniture below at the complainant’s
apartment. Officer Smithwick
spoke with the upstairs neighbor who was not receptive to
the request for assistance in
dealing with the problem. The
dog owner said she received a
call from management earlier
in the day about the same issue.
Oct. 12 — A man reported
that between Sept. 1 and Oct.
12 an unknown person removed four speakers and four
amplifiers from inside his boat
that was being stored at Bel
Aire Mini Storage.
Oct. 12 — Officer Manuel
stopped a white GMC Sierra
in the 7900 block of East 53rd
for a vehicle defect. Tommy
Joe Robertson was arrested on
charges of driving with a suspended license, illegal tag and
driving with no proof of liability
insurance.
Oct. 13 — Officer Crouse
stopped a silver Lexus RS350
without its front headlights
on after midnight in the 5300
block of North Rock Road. The
driver was cited for not having
a valid driver’s license.
Oct. 13 — While assisting
Officer A. Crouse with a traffic
stop at 5100 N. Rock Road, Officer Forman observed a gray
Ford Edge traveling north on
Rock Road. The vehicle accelerated rapidly. The vehicle was
observed traveling 71 mph in
the 45 mph zone. Forman was
finally able to stop the vehicle
and contact the driver. Forman
detected a smell of consumed
alcoholic beverage coming
from the man. There were also
open containers in the vehicle.
Both the driver and his passenger were under the age of 21.
Both were also cited for possession of alcohol by a person
under 21 years of age. Daniel
Alan Dester of Wichita was arrested on a charge of DUI.
Oct. 13 — A man in the
4100 block of North Clarendon
reported he saw an adult male
yelling at his children, telling
them to shut up and get into
their car. There had also been
yelling at the residence between the adult male and an
adult female. Officers checked
the residence and found no evidence of anything other than
a verbal argument.
Oct. 14 — A silver Chrysler
Pacifica was observed parked in
the 4800 block of North 44th.
The vehicle had earlier been
involved in a vehicle pursuit
in Wichita. A man was found
walking in the area. The man
was the grandson of the registered owner of the vehicle. The
man was turned over to the
Wichita Police Department.
Oct. 14 — Officer Manuel
stopped a gray Toyota Corolla
in the 5100 block of North
Oliver with a vehicle defect.
The driver had a suspended license. The driver was cited for
the violations.
Oct. 14 — A Bel Aire resident reported his 2007 Dodge
Grand Caravan had been
parked on Ashton Court when
it was struck by a contractor laying new asphalt in the
street.
Oct. 14 — A woman reported having a protectionfrom-abuse
order
against
her husband on behalf of her
daughter. She reported seeing
him several blocks from her
residence leaving the neighborhood.
Oct. 14 — Officers Gibson
and Trumbull were dispatched
to a report of a domestic violence incident in the 4300
block of North Woodlawn. A
man went to Woodlawn Park,
ran up to his girlfriend and demanded her phone. She said
she voluntarily handed him her
phone and he ran off. The man
was upset over past and current infidelity issues.

PAGE 6 NOVEMBER 2019 • BEL AIRE BREEZE

2019 GENERAL ELECTION: BEL AIRE CITY COUNCIL candidates
Bel Aire
City Council

must continually look for more
ways to get information out to
reach as many people as possible.
Executive sessions are a necessity
to protect the city using attorneyclient privilege. The last thing
anyone wants to do is get the city
in trouble by not following a proAge: 42
Political experience and com- cedure, and sometimes guidance
is needed.
munity involvement: Bel Aire
City Council, 2018 to 2019; council president
2019; K-254
Corridor DeAge: 35
velopment
Occupation: Pastor
Association
Political experience and
president
community
involvement: I
2018 to
have
served
on
boards such as
2019; Bel
the
chamber
of
commerce in
Aire ComHaysville
munity Deand Crossvelopment
wind Camp
Hawes
Committee
and Confermember
ence Center
2016 to
in Hesston,
2017; Bel Aire Community Dealong with
velopment Committee president
others.
2017.
Some might
1. I am running for re-election
say that
to the council to continue the
pasturing a
work I have started in my first two
church can
Schroeder
years in office. I was a founder of
be a lot like
the K-254 Corridor Development
politics,
Association and it my goal to
though
God
has
blessed
us
continue to gain members and get
with
a
fantastic
church
whose
funding from the State of Kansas
members are encouraging and
to upgrade K-254 to a limitedaccess freeway to help protect the supportive. I have been closely
lives of the citizens of Bel Aire. I following activities in Bel Aire
have also been meeting with USD for the last couple of years and
259 to strengthen the relationship have felt if things are going to
change for the better, I must get
with the city.
involved.
2. We have to stay the course
1. What motivated me to run
and continue to market to all businesses and home developers. Any for office were concerns I had
regarding the continued acquitime we get anyone interested, it
sition of both land and debt.
is one more domino to help propel additional sales. I brought in a White I think our city council
homebuilder who has completed has done a wonderful job in
a home in Bel Aire and is looking many ways, these two areas are
incredibly important and must
to continue to build in Bel Aire.
be addressed. There are streets
We need to continue trying to
that have been understandably
get the city to the point of being
attractive to developers. We have ignored because we utilize our
heard what they want and are try- available finances to pay off
ing to continue to be that destina- the land debt, and by bringing
on more debt, our streets will
tion for them.
continue to see more neglect.
3. I do feel that the city does
2. Without question, the
a good job explaining items. As
land
debt has been a millstone
with anything, I believe having
around the neck of Bel Aire.
too much information is better
than not enough. I believe that we I wish I had a magic wand to

Jeff Hawes

Joel Schroeder

Questions

John D. Welch

Age: 61
Occupation: Retired software
developer
1. I am running for city council
to (a) get the city out of its suffocating debt, sadly 20 percent
of the budget goes solely for
land debt;
(b) change
the mindset
that the city
is better at
development
than are
professional
developers
with years of
experience;
(c) stop the
Welch
city from
making bad
land deals
such as the latest land deal to
sell a parcel for $100,000, which
could require Bel Aire to build
a $1 million park, and now that
parcel’s use has been reclassified,
resulting in a property tax reduction.
2. Some of the land is too far
undo the past or make the debt
out to be developed anytime soon
disappear. The city has tried
and should be put up for auction
to work with developers, and I
bringing in the highest current
will continue to do that. What
value. It is better to pay off some
we absolutely cannot do is acof the debt through sales than to
quire more land like we did rekeep paying for all of it through
cently. We cannot sell the land
taxes. We need to seek business
we have and then we decided
development along Webb such as
to saddle our staff with even
a hotel near the Next Level Hoops
more land to sell. We should be
Academy. We should advocate
getting out of the development
with the county and state to have
business and not dig deeper
an interchange at Webb and
into it.
K-254, making the area more
3. The city has tried to imattractive for businesses and safer
prove its communication to the
for drivers to enter and exit 254.
public, and I applaud them for
3. The public should have an
that. But there is one glaring
opportunity to interact with the
exception. Land bank meetcouncil during workshops. It is esings are technically open to the
pecially aggravating when the city
public, though not televised
surveys the public but uses biased
or available online. Therefore,
questions providing only options
decisions get made “in secrete.”
the city prefers. For example, the
As an example, the city recentsurvey for the park by city hall
ly decided to contractually obhad no options allowing you to
ligate itself to spend at least $1
say you did not want the park or
million on a park by city hall.
any of its features. Also, when the
This means Bel Aire agreed to
majority of citizens expressed a
go $1 million into further debt,
preference regarding Woodlawn
of which the public was almost
expansion, then the council went
completely unaware.
1. Why are you running for office?
2. The city is still
saddled with a great deal
of land and debt. How do
you feel the city should
market that land and
what types of businesses
and entities should the
city be trying to attract?
Do you have suggestions
on how to accomplish
this?
3. Do you feel that the
governing body and staff
do a good job of explaining the issues they are
working through to the
public? Do you think
more information could
be provided on subjects
at council meetings to
help the public understand items? Do you feel
that the city excessively
uses executive sessions?

against those wishes. The council
should provide a better overview
about what occurs in executive
session. Simply stating “no binding action was taken” is not very
informative.

Diane Wynn

Past political experience:
City council member from 2015
through 2017.
1. I am running because a
group of residents who have
known me
for a long
time approached me
and asked
me to do so.
They know I
have strong
ties to the
community
since I have
lived here
Wynn
since 1971,
and they
know that I have been involved in
a lot of community activities and
events.
2. There is nothing wrong with
owning land. They aren’t making
any more of it so the value is always negotiable. The city has not
done a complete study of what
the community needs and wants
to attract. It currently has no one
in charge of bringing in potential
business or industry. That is desperately needed. And they need a
process, it should not be our city
administrator. There should be
someone with skills in real estate
and planning.
3. For the most part, the information provided to the public is
sufficient. If more information is
needed, postpone the vote until
that has happened. Executive
sessions are necessary and they
are not enjoyed by the council
anymore than the public. I am not
sure why the question was asked
this way as there are many regulations regarding executive sessions
that must be followed. The public
should make known to a council
member or city staff ahead of
time if they feel they do not have
the complete story.

Isely
Continued from Page 1

29 of the 30 remaining lots
but did not want Lot 41.
Lamprecht said the HOA
continued to inquire about
the lot between May and
August of this year and has
received varying replies
from the city.
Lamprecht discussed the
matter with another Central
Park resident who is the
deputy superintendent of
USD 259 and asked if the
school had plans for the
land it owns surrounding
Lot 41. She also expressed
concerns about traffic cutting through Central Park to
get to Isely after conversations with the homeowner
of Lot 42, which is directly
south across the alley from
Lot 41. She said she shared
that the owner of Lot 42
was interested in purchasing Lot 41.
Lamprecht said shortly
after that conversation,
she found out from the
city’s building and zoning
inspector, Keith Price, that
he would be meeting with
USD 259 to discuss the lot.
She was then told by the
deputy superintendent that
she could no longer discuss
the lot with her. Lamprecht
found out from the city
attorney that they were
discussing accessing the
school through St. James.
She said the owner of Lot
42, Cale Eldridge, was told
the city would not be enter-

Gabriel Street runs behind Cale Eldridge’s
house to the east and is connected to St.
James by a dirt alley. Gabriel and St. James
are both accessible from Central Park Avenue.

Eldridge said he would
be open to through traffic
on St. James to Isely even
if he isn’t able to purchase
Lot 41. However, he said
taining his offer for the lot. heard from residents who
because of the number of
“I am concerned about
have witnessed children in children who live along St. the city should take steps to
the lack of transparency
danger because of heavy
James and use Gabriel as a make the road much safer.
and communication from
traffic from drivers using
place to play, including his Completed sidewalks, slow
the city on this matter,”
the shortcut. She says heavy own. He said his preference speed zones and crosswalks
are some of the things he
said Lamprecht. “It has a
trucks like trash trucks have would be to buy Lot 42,
said would be needed to
real and lasting impact on
also caught on and are now which he said he will conCentral Park.”
using the alley.
tinue trying to do, and close make the route a proper
Nancy Todhunter is
Eldridge shared the
the alley running along the school entrance and exit.
He would still prefer to
another resident who shared concerns of Lamprecht,
north side of his property
keep people from circling
concerns about the city’s
Todhunter and other resiline. He believes preventthrough his property to use
plans for the lot. She said
dents. He lives next to Lot
ing traffic from looping
that potential entrance. He
the HOA was convinced
41 and Isely and witnesses around his house from St.
said he initially loved the
that it would have no
the traffic jam and dangers James to Gabriel or vice
problem obtaining the lot.
on a daily basis. He said
versa will put a lot of safety location of his Bel Aire
home, but is starting to
She also said the city claims the traffic on St. James
concerns to bed. It would
to have heard from resiis fast and heavy during
also stop heavy traffic from wonder whether he should
dents that they would like
school hours. He said the
leaving the foot-and-a-half have tried to also purchase
St. James to be a through
traffic behind his house on deep ruts in his yard that he Lot 41 to protect his investment sooner.
street to Isely, but the HOA Gabriel is also dangerous
frequently has to fill in.
claims to have heard the
opposite from residents.
Todhunter says they have
A makeshift entrance to Isely from Central Park has been made in
front of Cale Eldridge’s yard at the end of North St. James.

Lamprecht said a little
communication would go
a long way with residents,
but the city is apparently
in closed-door discussions
that it can’t divulge. She
also said that after speaking
to council members about
the issue, she isn’t sure that
they’re even aware of what
is happening with the lot.
Eldridge said council member Jim Benage stopped
by to learn more about the
situation and is hopeful that
his visit helped shed more
light on the situation as
Eldridge continues trying to
buy Lot 41.
Mayor David Austin said
that hopefully, the city will
be able to share its plans for
the lot at the beginning of
2020.

