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Tradition hits home for local officer
Survivor
Tree from
tree that
stood
near site
of OKC
bombing

By Taylor Messick

For several years,
the Bel Aire Tree Board
has gifted Survivor Tree
saplings from a tree that
stood near the site of the
1995 Oklahoma City
bombing. A recipient of
this year’s donation has
a deep connection to the
symbol.

The American Elm
that the saplings come
from survived the 4,000pound bomb that killed
168 and injured hundreds
more. It has become a
symbol of resilience and
hope.
Officer Virginia Crice
of the Bel Aire Police
Department was gifted
the 15th Survivor Tree

sapling from the Bel Aire
Tree Board in late April.
Crice was a paramedic in
Tulsa at the time of the
bombing and responded
to the scene that day.
“If you stepped out
onto the curb, you could
see everything,” said
Crice. “We were there for

See TREE, Page 3

The tree
board gives
Virginia
Crice a Survivor Tree
sapling,
which will
be planted
at her
home.
Courtesy
photo

Blastball
a blast for
local youth

The Bel Aire Recreation Commission’s fields are alive with activity
this spring. Here, several children
take part in Blastball, a form of
T-ball that teaches young players
basic skills of hitting, baserunning and fielding.
Courtesy photos

Bel Aire delays
City streets to get
slurry seal treatment financing for
wastewater plant

By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council
voted unanimously in favor
of hiring South Central Sealing and Paving to put down a
slurry seal on select residential and arterial streets on
May 4. The cost of the work
is $417,247.82.
Public works has sealed
cracks in several areas this
year and recommended a
slurry seal on Webb, Greenwich and several residential
streets. The city asked for
three bids and only got one
back, which was more than
$17,000 over the engineer’s

estimate. City engineer Anne
Stephens said she found out
that some firms are no longer
doing slurry seals.
“Neither Wichita nor
Sedgwick County have done
slurry seal in quite a number
of years,” said Stephens.
“They didn’t really specify
why, they just said they had
found other products. One of
those products is a thin lift
overlay that they did on 37th
Street last year. ... They also
did the same thin lift overlay
on Rock Road. I have personally noticed several areas on
Rock Road where that thin
lift overlay is lifting up.”

Another process the
county has used is micro-surfacing. Stephens said she is
unfamiliar with this process
and has asked to observe
a future micro-surfacing
project to get a better view.
She said the slurry seal has
always held up well for Bel
Aire.
“Slurry seal is asphalt
emulsion tar with gravel and
sand mixed in,” said Stephens. “They spray it down
on the streets and it protects
the existing pavement from
the sun but it also creates a
new surface for vehicles. It
adds maybe a quarter-inch.”

expansion has been driven up
substantially. The EnvironmenOn May 4, the Bel Aire City
tal Protection Agency has new
Council unanimously voted to
requirements regarding discharge
table the sale of Chisholm Creek
limits that will add an estimated
Utility Authority refunding and
$1.5 million in unexpected project
improvement revenue bonds. The costs. The estimated project cost is
decision was made following a 30- about $13 million. Smith said the
minute executive session.
increase has to do with the amount
The CCUA is a regional waste- of nitrogen and phosphorous emitwater treatment facility, serving
ting from the plant.
Bel Aire and Park City.
“Even if you increase the
On April 6, council member
plant’s capacity, you’re not alJustin Smith reported that the
See PLANT, Page 3
cost of the sewer treatment plant
By Taylor Messick
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HIGHLIGHTS
Mayor’s
corner
By Jim Benage

T

he Glenwood
Owners’
Association (an
HOA) held a
work day May 8, clearing some brush from the
creek the runs south of
45th between Rushwood
and Fritillary. Clearing
such brush helps reduce
the chance of flooding.
We really appreciate the
people in Glenwood for
taking this initiative to
help improve our city.
Public works followed
this up by removing the
cleared brush. This is a
great team effort of the
HOA and city working
together for our common
good.
The utility work along
Woodlawn continues on
schedule. Still have about
another month or so for
that phase to be completed.
On May 18, our Police
Chief, Darrell Atteberry,
presented awards to:
•Officer Brandon
Gibson, Certificate of
Commendation for extra
effort serving the police
force and community.
•Officer Joseph Trumbull, Bronze Wreath of
Outstanding Service for
special skills in handling a difficult policing
incident.
Please see the video
on Cox Cable or YouTube of the city council
meeting for the details of
the outstanding service
from these two police
officers.
By the way, we were
recently able to hire four
certified police officers
due to our wage adjustment.
Please welcome Officers Kimberly Lopez,
Michael Gordon, Phillip
Mast and Tyler Langford.
These officers bring
our force back to 10
full-time officers. We
still need two more to
be fully staffed but 10 is
great and allows officers
to have more time with
family.
Chief Atteberry tells
Bel Aire officers they
are ambassadors of Bel
Aire. The week of May 9
through 15 was National Police Week. Even
though that has passed,
please take the time to
thank one or more of
these ambassadors for
their service to our community.
The city completed
refinancing our debt. The
bond sale actually went
better than expected at
just under 1.9 percent
That saves the city just
under $400,000 per year
in debt service expense.
The city also closed
on the last residential
property held by the city.
So, we are now out of
both holding residential
property and the business
of residential property
development. These are
not good functions of
city government. We will
trust these activities in
the hands of real estate
developers who make
their living developing
properties.
COVID vaccines
continue in Kansas with
about 41 percent vaccinated. It looks like this is
keeping the positive rates
from climbing a new
wave. Please continue
to be safe. Wash hands
often. Practice six-foot
distance and wear a mask
if you’ve not been vaccinated. Let’s continue to
support each other.
It is an honor to serve
as your mayor.

The Bel Aire Breeze
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120, Valley Center, Kan.
67147.
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Chris
Strunk. Telephone: 316-7550821. Fax: 316-755-0644. Email: legals@arkvalleynews.
com. The office is located at
210 W. Main, Valley Center,
Kan.

Meal delivery
drivers needed

Meals on Wheels is
seeking volunteer drivers
in the Park City and Bel
Aire areas.
Routes needed are
Park City on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays
and Bel Aire on Mondays.
Meals are picked up at
around 11 a.m. at the Park
City Senior Center and
routes usually take one to
one and one-half hours to
complete.
Those 55 and older can
register with Sedgwick
County RSVP (a volunteer
network) and receive gas
cards for eligible driving.
Call the meals coordinator at 744-0751.
— The Breeze staff

There were no suspects
in the vehicle. The owner
was contacted and came to
the scene and retrieved her
vehicle. The victim reported
that there was new damage
to the front bumper. Property that did not belong to
the victim was found inside
the vehicle.
— The Breeze staff

Lions Club helps buy a tree
Bel Aire Lions Club President Gary O’Neal
presents Bel Aire Tree Board President Gary
Northwall a $300 check to be used to plant a
tree in Bel Aire.

Dance set
for July 3

There will be a country
dance July 3 from 7 to
10 p.m. at the Park City
Senior Center.
Live entertainment will
be provided. Hot dogs will
be served.
— The Breeze staff

Local students
recognized

Taylor A. Weems of
Wichita graduated from
Bethany College with a
degree in elementary education K-6.
Bethany College, established by Swedish Lutheran immigrants in 1881,
is a college of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. The mission
of Bethany College is to
educate, develop, and challenge individuals to reach
for truth and excellence
as they lead lives of faith,
learning, and service.
McPherson College
announced the names of
students earning degrees
and graduating from the
college in May.
Students from Wichita
include Lenae Albina Fitzmaurice, bachelor of science, business administration: finance, management,
marketing; and Aventino
Martinez-Garcia, bachelor
of science, business administration: accounting, cum
laude.
Drue Anil Bhula, of
Wichita, was among 3,512
graduates who received
degrees from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
during commencement
exercises May 7 and 8.
Bhula earned a bachelor of science in construction management from the
College of Engineering.
— The Breeze staff

Bel Aire.
Police were on patrol
April 19 when a vehicle
going 100 mph was clocked
on Rock Road. Police went
after the vehicle and caught
up with it in the apartments
near Northeast Magnet
High School at 5600 N. Lycee. The driver ran from the
vehicle, which was illegal
parked in a handicapped
parking space.
The black Audi had no
registration information on
file and had an Oklahoma
temporary tag. Police called
Crime Stoppers of
for a towing service to reWichita/Sedgwick County move the vehicle. As police
is looking for help in iden- waited for the wrecker,
tifying suspects involved
the vehicle’s lights flashed
in the theft of two go-karts twice, indicating someone
from Atwoods in Park City was nearby and checking to
last week.
make sure the vehicle was
The theft was caught on locked with the remotesurveillance video.
control key fob.
Park City police said two
The towing service arpeople loaded the go-karts rived and towed the vehicle
into the back of a pickup
anyway.
and drove away.
— The Breeze staff
Inside the truck was a
Great Dane.
Anyone with information about this theft is
encouraged to call Crime
Stoppers at 267-2111.
— The Breeze staff
University of Jamestown (N.D.) freshman
Braeden Thomas of Bel
Aire was named to the
ACHA Division 2 Second Team All-American
Ice Hockey Team. The
An argument over a card All-America teams were
game led to some tense
voted on nationally by
moments at a Valley Center each of the college hockey
apartment complex over the programs’ head coaches.
weekend.
Thomas, a forward,
Late May 22, police
had a stellar freshman
were called to an apartment season, tallying 15 goals
at 1240 E. Ford where the
and 22 assists for a total
calling party told dispatch- of 37 points in 27 games,
ers that someone had a gun leading the University of
and was going to shoot
Jamestown Jimmies to the
himself.
ACHA National TournaAccording to a police re- ment and finishing the
port, no one wanted to talk season as the 15th ranked
about the situation when
team in the nation.
officers arrived. Police
His personal point
were told that everyone was totals placed him as the
drinking and a dispute over seventh highest scoring
a card game broke out.
player nationally in the
No one was reported to
ACHA. Thomas also set
be hurt. No arrests were
program records for points
made.
by a freshman, assists
Later the next day, police by a freshman, points,
returned to an apartment
assists, assists in a game
next door, where the calland points in a game. He
ing party reported that his
posted his first career hat
neighbor yelled at him and trick on Feb. 6 against St.
hit him in the face.
Cloud State (Minn.).
The victim refused to
Thomas graduated
press charges.
from Circle High School
— The Breeze staff in 2019 with high honors
and is on track to also be
named an Academic AllAmerican at the end of the
spring semester.
— The Breeze staff
A Park City woman was
arrested May 14 after a
short police chase.
Park City police stopped
a vehicle near Evanston and
Hydraulic and attempted
to make contact with the
driver.
The vehicle, however,
sped away. Officers chased
the vehicle and was able to
get it to stop again.
Caroline Duncan of
Park City was arrested on
charges of DUI, fleeing and
eluding police and driving
with a suspended license.
She also had an active warrant.
— The Breeze staff

Police seek
theft suspects

Local student
All-American

Homeowners clean up
The Glenwood Homeowners Association spent
a Saturday morning in May clearing fallen
trees, branches and other debris from the
drainage creek bordering their neighborhood
that could have potentially obstructed the
flow of future stormwater. They expect another workday in the fall.

sophomore Bella Dietrich
of Wichita; junior Andrea
Pickering of Wichita; and
senior Morgan Walter of
Wichita.
Tyra Holloway of
Wichita has been named to
Southern New Hampshire
University’s Winter 2021
President’s List.
Full-time students who
have earned a minimum
grade point average of
3.700 and above are named
to the President’s List.
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is
a private, nonprofit institution with an 88-year history
of educating traditionalaged students and working
adults.
Tasia Roberts of Wichita
was listed on the Rockhurst
University dean’s list for
the spring 2021 semester.
This honor recognizes students who have achieved a
grade-point average of 3.5
or above.
Rockhurst University, founded in 1910 and
located in the heart of
Kansas City, Missouri, is a
Catholic university in the
Jesuit tradition committed to providing inclusive,
innovative and transformative education.
— The Breeze staff

Upset teen
Local students damages home
graduate
A teenager upset over

kicked a hole through the
sheetrock wall. His grandmother ordered him to
leave, but she did not wish
to prosecute at this time.
— The Breeze staff

Pair caught
stealing plants

Two people apparently
stealing plants from Tree
Top Nursery early April 24
returned them when an officer questioned their story.
About 1:30 a.m., police
observed a white Cadillac
Deville parked on the east
side of Tree Top Nursery in
the 5900 block of East 37th
North. When officers drove
into the parking lot, the vehicle began to drive away.
Officers stopped the
vehicle and saw two plants
in the back seat. A female
passenger said an employee
of Tree Top asked her to
pick up the plants.
Officers tried to contact a
Tree Top representative, but
were unsuccessful.
The man and woman put
the merchandise back, and
they left the lot.
— The Breeze staff

Stolen vehicle
found at QT

Argument
draws police

Chase ends
with arrest

On a quick break to get a
drink, a Bel Aire police officer spotted what turned out
to be a stolen vehicle and
his girlfriend was told to
reunited it with its owner.
Two local students were leave his grandmother’s
On May 8, Officer
named to the McPherhouse after damaging parts
Michael
Gordon stopped at
son College spring 2021
of the interior.
QuikTrip
at 37th and Rock
Honor Roll and Honorable
On April 20, Bel Aire
Road to get a drink. He noMention. Rayna Berry of
police were called to
ticed a dark gray Toyota SiWichita, honorable menthe 5100 block of North
enna minivan with a 60-day
tion; and Martinez-Garcia, Colonial Avenue, where
tag. He ran the tag for wants
honor roll.
a woman reported that
To qualify for the honor her 19-year-old grandson and warrants and found it
was a stolen vehicle. It was
roll, students must be a
became angry with his
A driver sought for travthe same vehicle that was
full-time student and earn a girlfriend and threw a fit.
eling 100 mph in a 55-mph
reported stolen on May 5 in
grade point average of 3.55
He broke parts of his
zone hid from police as the
Bel Aire. Gordon had taken
or higher during the previ- bedroom door jam and
car got towed last month in
the initial theft report.
ous term. Students earning
a grade point average of
3.25 to 3.54 are named to
the honorable mention.
Hesston College announced the names of
full-time students whose
fall 2020 semester grades
earned them a place on the
Dean’s List (3.90 to 4.00
GPA).
Students on the Dean’s
List are freshman Keara
Kieso of Park City;

Car towed
after speeding
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Survivor Tree goes to school
By The Breeze staff

Bel Aire Tree
Board member Rebecca
Armstrong and
students in
Northeast Magnet High School’s
Girls Club and
Eco Club plant
a sapling from
the Survivor
Tree in front of
the school on
Earth Day, April
22. The Survivor
Tree is near the
site of the 1995
bombing in Oklahoma City.

On Earth Day April
22, students from the
Girls Club and Eco Club
at Northeast Magnet
High School planted a
Survivor Tree in front of
the school. Bel Aire Tree
Board member Rebecca
Armstrong assisted the
students.
“The American Elm
tree is of special significance in this time,”
Armstrong said. “Many
of us have survived the
pandemic, but there has
been a tremendous loss
in every community. This
provides a symbol for us
to remember those we
have lost as well as do
something positive for
the environment, beautiful for the school, and
constructive for the community.”
Bel Aire Tree Board
has participated in the
Survivor Tree project for
many years. This will
be the 16th tree planted
from their efforts.

Courtesy photo

Tree

She has spent 22 years as a
police officer and hopes to
retire in seven years. She
also serves as Bel Aire’s
school resource officer.
A couple years ago, she
accompanied students to
the site of the bombing
for a government class.

The memorial that now
occupies the land is much
different than the scene
she remembers.
“That was actually the
first time I had ever been
back,” said Crice. “When
you get up close and
personal, it starts to sink

in a little bit. It was a big
change from the last time I
was there.”
When Crice found out
about the Survivor Tree
program in Bel Aire, she
mentioned that she would
like to have one of her
own. This year, the tree
board came through in
a big way and brought a
sapling to plant in Crice’s
yard at her home. She
said she hopes to tell her
children about the ordeal
someday. But the tree will
also serve as a reminder to
Crice, not only of the victims from that tragic day,
but of her colleagues who
are deeply affected and are
often forgotten about.
“It’s not only the victims and their families I
think about,” said Crice.
“Over the years I’ve seen
so many medics who have
opted for suicide due to
stress. Not only stress
from the bombing, but

said he asked city staff to
work on documentation
to provide clarity on those
matters.
Council returned from
executive session on May
4 and tabled the sale of refunding and improvement
revenue bonds for the
expansion project. Smith
said he felt there was more
work to be done.
“As I’ve become more
familiar with the issue, it’s
become apparent to me

that not all the alternatives
to that plant expansion
have been fully explored
and considered,” said
Smith. “As a result of that,
I think we need to table
this to allow those options
to be explored. In my
opinion, entering into $12
million of debt without
fully exploring alternatives
doesn’t make sense.”

8 Public Service Recognition from South Central Sealing and
Week, May 16 through 22 Na- Paving for $417,247.82.
tional Public Works Week and
the month of May as Older
Americans Month.
•Heard from a resident about
storm drain covers.
•Unanimously
approved
an Intergovernmental Service
Agreement with Park City for
mutual assistance of building
and related inspection personnel.
•Unanimously accepted a bid
for slurry seal on certain streets

Continued from Page 1

about eight hours so we
had plenty of opportunities
to be overwhelmed by the
sights.”
Crice said she didn’t
really know what was
going on when her crew
received a call for any
available units to respond.
Even at the scene, the
picture wasn’t really clear.
She said she was aware
there was an explosion
but wasn’t aware of the
source. For this reason,
Crice said she wasn’t
necessarily afraid while
she was helping victims at
the scene.
After relocating to
Enid, Oklahoma, Crice
decided to become a
police officer. She eventually moved to Kansas and
has been with the Bel Aire
department for six years.

Plant
Continued from Page 1

lowed to increase the total
outflow of those substances from the plant,” said
Smith. “Previously, it was
ratio-based and now it’s
an absolute volume. The
plant has to get better at
removing those elements
from the outflows of the
plant.”
Smith also reported
discussions by the CCUA
regarding a main sewer
line break near Park City.
The CCUA will cover part
of the costs associated
with that break, which
Smith said he felt was
appropriate. However, he
was concerned about the
lack of specification over
which parts of the infrastructure are to be maintained by Bel Aire, Park
City or the CCUA. Smith

Courtesy photo

Virginia Crice was a paramedic in Tulsa at the
time of the bombing and responded to the
scene that day.

cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Proclaimed May 2 through

from stress in general. Just
last week I saw a notification about a medic in Tulsa
who didn’t even respond
to the bombing. It’s one of
those careers where you
are told to suck it up. They
don’t talk about the stress
a whole lot out loud. It’s
been 33 years of emergency service life that I’ve
lived. And unfortunately,
I’ve had to see friends buried in both those careers.”
Crice is thankful to the
tree board for the gesture.
She is also very thankful
to have found a place like
Bel Aire to work.
“I’ve got the best boss
in the world,” said Crice.
“He and the lieutenant
have been so supportive.
They take care of us. In
the first two weeks I was
here, I talked more with
Chief Atteberry than did
in several years with my
other chiefs. It’s a very
nice little community.”

DEATH
MARY JANE GENTRY

Mary Jane Gentry, 64,
loving wife and mother,
died May 21, 2021.
She was preceded in
death by her parents John
and Amelia Rhoads; and
sister Louise Cantrell.
Survivors include her
husband Timothy Gentry;
daughters Allison (David)
Connor of Abilene, Texas,
and Sarah (Jason) Henderson of Emporia; son
Joshua Gentry of Wichita;
sister Bonnie Schmidt of
Douglass; stepsister Alicia
Rhoads; grandchildren
Gentry Connor, Emberly
Connor, Hartley Connor,
Matthew Henderson and
Daniel Henderson.
Funeral service will be at
10 a.m. May 27 at Northside Church of Christ.
A memorial has been
established with: Know
Your Bible c/o Northside
Church of Christ, 4545 N.
Meridian Ave., Wichita, KS
67204. Services in care of
Downing & Lahey Mortuary - East Chapel.
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City of Bel Aire
In the interest of public safety, please be advised that any or all Bel Aire senior and/or rec programs may be subject
to modification, change, or cancellation to reflect current state and local COVID-19 orders, with or without notice.

Bel Aire Seniors

Bel Aire Recreation

Masks are strongly encouraged inAll SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Sedoors & outdoors when unable to social
nior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
distance at least 6 feet.
Thursday, and Friday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., excluding holidays. The library has a
wide selection of books to check out with neither cost nor time restraints and
*Designates you can register online
computers are available for study or research. Any senior can belong to or attend
at www.belaireks.org/220/Recreation
more than one senior center/club in Sedgwick County.

Locations

Senior Center / 7651 E. Central Park Ave. / 744-2451
Recreation Center / 5251 E. 48th North / 744-2700

Weekly Events

Pickleball — Monday & Friday 9am-11am & Fridays 5-7 pm, Rec Center
$2 per person or Rec membership
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (Indoors)
Yoga — Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30pm, Rec Center
1X R-$20 NR-$35 & 2X R-$30 NR-$45
R= Resident NR= Non-Resident
Yoga mats are to be provided by the participant
Senior Aerobics — Wednesdays 9 a.m. – Rec Center
Open Sewing — Wednesdays, 10 a.m. – Rec Center
Sew ‘N’ So More — Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 12 pm - Rec Center
Line Dance — Mondays & Fridays, 1 p.m. – Bel Aire City Hall Community Room
Zoom Line Dance — Fridays, 1p.m. - Contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 or
schristenson@belaireks.gov for more information.
Folk Dance — Thursdays, 2 p.m. Bel Aire Rec Center $2 per class

Monthly & Special Events
June 2 — 10am Library Work Day, Senior Center
June 3 — 10am Color Me Calm, Senior Center
June 7 —
 2:30pm Fact or Fiction Trivia Challenge, Senior Center
June 9 — 1pm TED Talk with Discussion, Senior Center
June 14 — 2:30pm Wii Bowling, Senior Center
June 15 — 2pm Good Grief of Kansas Presentation, Senior Center RSVP by
June 8th
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@belaireks.gov
June 16 — 1:30pm Book Club Meeting, Senior Center
June 17 — 1pm National Mascot Day Activity, Rec Center
June 18 — 2:15pm Snack & Chat, Senior Center
June 23 — 11:30am Free Senior Cookout (bring a lawn chair), Rec Center RSVP
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@belaireks.gov
June 25 — 2:30pm Caption the Picture Game, Senior Center
June 29 — 10am 4th of July Themed Craft, Rec Center RSVP
June 30 — 1:30pm Recipe Swap, Senior Center

Community Events
May 31 — City Hall Closed for
Memorial Day
June 1 — City Council Meeting,
7 p.m., City Hall
June 2 — Bel Aire Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting, 12 p.m.
(RSVP to belaire.chamber@gmail.
com)
June 2 — Municipal Court, 5:30
p.m., City Hall
June 8 — City Council Workshop, 6:30 p.m., City Hall
June 9 — Bel Aire Lions Club
Meeting, 11:30 a.m.

June 9 — UAC Meeting, 3 p.m.,
City Hall
June 10 — Planning Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall
June 15 — City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall
June 17 — Municipal Court,
12:30 p.m., City Hall
June 23 — Bel Aire Lions Club
Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
More information can be found
at www.belaireks.gov.

Happy Feet Instructional Soccer

Starts May 11th (6 Weeks) and July
13th (6 weeks) Ages 2-5 years http://
www.wichitahappysoccerfeet.com
Happy Hoops Instructional Basketball
Starts TBA Ages 2-5 years http://
www.wichitahappyfeet.configio.com/

HELP WANTED
Bel Aire Recreation is taking applications for Lifeguards & Umpires. Please
TGA Golf
contact Ashley @ asherwood@belaireks.
Grow & Achieve in this outdoor Golf
gov or 316-744-2700.
Class Starting June 8th (8 Weeks)! http://
centralkansas.playtga.com/
T-Ball & Machine Pitch*
Co-ed T-Ball: 5-6 years old & MaSummer Craft and Go*
chine Pitch: Boys & Girls 7-8 years old.
Looking for something to do with
Practices have already started. Games
your kids to celebrate summers arrival?
begin week of June 7th. Registration
Sign up for our Craft and Go series.
Deadline has passed but limited openCome and pick up your kit filled with 2
ings remain.
crafts and instructions. $8 per Kit. Registration deadline June 28th.
Tippi Toes-Classes Start May 6th
Classes have started but enrollments
Taekwondo (ages 5 & up)
will continue every month.
Classes meet on Tuesday & Thursday
@ 6:30 pm. These are great classes for
Toddler & Me- 18 months-3.5
beginners to black belts.
years
18 months-3.5 years, Ballet & JazzAdult Pickleball
4-7 year olds & Hip Hop/Jazz- 7-12 year
Held Mondays, Wednesday & Fridays
olds! For more information and to sign
from 9:00 – 11:30 am & Fridays 5-7 pm
up visit https://dancestudio-pro.com/on- in the Rec Center Gymnasium! Just $2
line/index.php?account_id=15484
drop in fee or membership!
Happy Hoops Instructional Soccer

July 13th (6 weeks) Ages 2-5 years
http://www.wichitahappysoccerfeet.com
Happy Hoops Instructional
Basketball

Starts June 2nd (6 weeks) and July
14th (6 weeks) Ages 2-5 years http://
www.wichitahappyfeet.configio.com/
TGA Golf
Grow & Achieve in this outdoor Golf
Class Starting June 8th (8 Weeks)! http://
centralkansas.playtga.com/
Family Night @ Bel Aire Rec*
Come join us for a fun family night
on May 14th @ 6PM. We will be playing Kickball, yard games and ending
the night with a sweet treat and a dance
party!

Yoga*
Classes are held on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 pm. Participants need to provide their own yoga
mat. Teens & adults can join at any time!
Fitness Center
Come check out our fitness center!
The Fitness Center consists of: Elliptical cross trainers, Free weights, Multistation weight machine, recumbent bike
& Treadmills.
FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, Bel Aire Walkers, Sewing, Education, & more! Please call
Sarah for more information!

For more info on programs, call 7442700 or www.belaireks.gov. Follow us
on Facebook @BelAireRec!
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
March 29 — A woman was
driving north in the 5600 block
of North Oliver when she left the
road and struck a mailbox. She
continued driving. A Kechi police
officer stopped the vehicle. Miranda Marie Befort of Kechi was arrested on a charge of DUI.
March 31 — A man was on a
business trip when he got an alert
from his home security camera in
the 8400 block of East Chris. He
looked at his camera online and
witnessed a man park a vehicle in
his driveway. The suspect exited
the vehicle and casually went to
the front of the man’s house and
stole six accent lights from the
front garden. The man then got
back into his vehicle and drove
away. The victim posted the video
so officers used some still shots
and posted them on Facebook.
The man was identified by someone who knows him. A warrant
was issued for the man’s arrest.
March 31 — Officer Gibson
was on patrol when he rolled up
on a non-injury accident in the
4500 block of North Webb. The
driver of a 2014 Ford Fusion going north on Webb turned left to
get on 45th. He turned into the
path of a 2009 Toyota Corolla that
was going south. The Toyota had
the right-of-way. Both vehicles
had to be towed from the scene.
The driver of the Ford Fusion was
cited for failing to yield the rightof-way at a left turn.
April 1 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a blue 2008 Dodge Nitro with an expired license plate
in the 5600 block of North Lycee.
The driver provided a Kansas ID
card when asked for his driver’s
license. While checking the Kansas ID card, it was confirmed the
man’s driver’s license was suspended. He also had an active
Wichita warrant. The man was
issued a citation for driving with
a suspended license and driving
with an expired license plate.
James Rufus Arnold II of Wichita
was arrested on a Wichita warrant.
April 3 — A man reported an
abandoned vehicle parked on the
wrong side of the road in the 5300
block of East Ashton. The vehicle
had three flat tires and no license
plate. Three door handles were
missing from the vehicle. Officer
Smithwick checked and found the
vehicle was not reported as stolen. It was last registered in 2017.
The phone number associated
with the vehicle was no longer
valid. The vehicle was impounded
by Kidd’s Towing.
April 4 — A woman in the
5100 block of North Colonial reported her dog was scratched on
the nose a German Shepherd.
The injury occurred as the owner
of the German Shepherd was
walking her dog and failed to control her animal and allowed it to
get to the fenced dog. The owner
of the injured dog did not want to
pursue criminal charges, but did
want to document the woman’s
dog as being aggressive.
April 6 — A man reported
finding two bags containing an
unknown pill and a powdery
substance under the seat of a
recently repossessed vehicle in
the 4200 block of North Westlake
Drive. The unknown substances
were submitted to property.
April 6 — A woman in the
5700 block of East Memphis reported her foster son ran away
from foster care.
April 7 — A man in the 5000
block of East 46th North reported
his unlocked Chevy Tahoe was
rummaged through during the
night. He discovered a milk crate
that he keeps in the back of his
vehicle was missing. He is also
missing an old knife, which he
kept in a sheath in the front of
his vehicle. There was no suspect
information.
April 2 — A man reported
finding a single key on the sidewalk next to a park bench on the
west side of Eagle Lake Park. He
turned it in to police and it was
submitted as found property.
April 7 — A woman reported
her sister fraudulently used her
identifying information to avoid
a traffic citation issued by the
Bel Aire Police Department. The
woman’s sister has done this before in other jurisdictions. After
examining both driver’s license
photos and comparing the photos
to the officer’s body camera video, a warrant was issued for the
arrest of the woman’s sister.
April 8 — Chief Atteberry
observed a semi-truck hauling a
backhoe making a U-turn at 53rd
and Oliver. The semi struck the
stop sign on the northeast corner
and broke it off at the base. The
sign had to be replaced by Bel
Aire Public Works.
April 9 — A barefoot woman
was found walking north in the
4900 block of North Rock Road.
Officers contacted the woman.
The officers were told that she
was on a journey and only wanted to go north. She claimed not to
know her name, where she was,
where she came from or where
she lived. Officers were eventually able to identify the woman
and contacted her father to come
pick her up. It is not known what
drug she had ingested.
April 10 — A woman reported
backing her 2012 Toyota Camry
out of a parking stall in the 5700
block of North Lycee at the same
time another driver was backing
her 2010 Nissan Sentra from a
parking stall on the other side of
the parking lot. The vehicles collided in the middle. Both parties
were unsure if they were going to
file with their insurance but wanted a case cut just to be safe.
April 10 — A woman in the
4300 block of North Country Lane
reported her ex-boyfriend entered
her residence without permission,
dumped the contents of her purse
on a table and demanded to
know where some car keys were.
The suspect then walked through
the residence and entered the at-
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On May 18, Chief Darrell Atteberry presented Officer Brandon Gibson (left) with a Certificate
of Commendation for his actions during a suicidal subject call. Atteberry also presented parttime Officer Joseph Trumbull with a Bronze Medal of Outstanding Service for taking on extra
responsibilities within the police department.
tached garage, where he found
the keys to the 2016 Mercedes
Benz. He drove the vehicle away
from the residence. The woman
and her ex are both registered
owners of the vehicle.
April 11 — A man in the 4400
block of North Westlake Court reported his neighbor’s dog got out
of its yard and was roaming the
neighborhood. The man called an
hour later to report the incident.
The dog, which is a border collie,
had already returned to its yard.
Officer Gibson made contact with
the dog’s owner.
April 11 — A woman in the
5200 block of North Toler reported her ex yelling at their son after
his team lost a basketball game.
The woman said that she told her
son it was OK. After that, her ex
started cursing at her and telling
her to go outside. The woman
said she needed to make a police
report. She is planning on getting
a protection-from-abuse order
due to her ex’s behavior.
April 11 — A vehicle was
stopped at the stop sign while going west at 53rd and Woodlawn.
When the 2015 Nissan Altima proceeded through the intersection,
it was struck by a 2015 Mercedes
ML350. The driver of the Altima
was examined by EMS for a cut
on his arm. He refused further
treatment. The man was cited
for failing to stop and remain at
the stop sign until the intersection
was clear.
April 12 — An administrator at Wichita Northeast Magnet
School, as a mandatory reporter,
alerted School Resource Officer
Crice of five juvenile female students who were sharing nude
photos of other students via
Snapchat and through text messages. The phones of the student
suspects were seized and submitted as evidence pending further
investigation by the Sedgwick
County Exploited and Missing
Child Unit.
April 14 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported to Officer Crice that she left her
purse containing a debit card, ID,
cash and DCF card lying in open
view in her unsecured 2018 Jeep
Cherokee. An unknown person
took the purse from the vehicle.
April 14 — A man came to
the Bel Aire Police Department to
report his ex-girlfriend pointing a
gun at him. The two were attending their 11-year-old son’s basketball game at Wichita Hoops Academy in the 5200 block of North
Toler. After the game the two
got into an argument. The exgirlfriend got into her tan BMW,
pulled up next to the complainant
and waved a firearm in his direction. The man was in fear of his
life. He convinced his ex to put
the firearm down and leave the
area. The man was informed of
the process for getting a protection-from-abuse order.
April 15 — Officer Smithwick was dispatched to assist a
Sedgwick County sheriff’s deputy
on a car stop in the 3800 bock
of North Rock Road. Upon arrival, officer was told that two
occupants of a vehicle the deputy
stopped had active Wichita warrants. Smithwick assisted the
deputy by transporting one of the
subjects to the Sedgwick County
Adult Detention Facility. April
15 — Chief Atteberry stopped a
vehicle for speeding in the 4000
block of North Oliver. The driver
was cited for speeding and driving with a suspended license.
April 15 — While in court, the
city prosecutor told Lt. Foxx that
a woman needed to make a report of a violation of a no-contact
order. The woman reported that
her ex-boyfriend had been contacting her repeatedly since he
was released from jail on a domestic violence case against her.
The woman had Facebook messages and text messages from
the man.
April 15 — A non-injury vehicle accident was reported in the
3900 block of North Woodlawn.
A vehicle was stopped behind
another vehicle waiting to turn.
A second vehicle rear-ended the
first vehicle. The driver of the
second vehicle said she did not
remember what happened other
than she thought she applied her
brakes but nothing happened.
The second driver was evaluated
by EMS, who advised that based
on their assessment, the woman
possibly had a mini seizure.
April 15 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported she misplaced her handicap
placard about four days ago. She
needed a case number so she
could get the placard replaced.
April 18 — A woman in the
4000 block of North Danbury reported a window on her car was
broken out and her purse was
stolen. She had left her purse

sitting upon the front passenger
side floor near the center console
area. She said a small black compact disc case containing about
40 CDs was also stolen.
April 19 — Officer Trumbull
was on patrol when he clocked a
vehicle traveling 100 mph in a 55
mph zone on Rock Road. He went
after the vehicle and the driver
fled to the apartments at 5600 N.
Lycee. The driver ran from the vehicle. The car was illegally parked
in an accessible parking space.
The black Audi had no registration information on file and displayed an Oklahoma temporary
tag. Trumbull called for Kidd’s
Towing to remove the car. As he
was waiting for the wrecker to arrive, the vehicle’s lights flashed
on two separate occasions, indicating someone was nearby and
checking to make sure the vehicle was locked with the key fob.
Kidd’s Towing arrived on scene
and towed the vehicle.
April 19 — Officers were dispatched to the call of a suicidal
person in the 4900 block of North
Tierra Lakes Parkway. Officers
contacted a 37-year-old man who
was severely intoxicated. He was
transported to Wesley Woodlawn
for treatment.
April 19 — An unknown person struck multiple cones in the
construction zone on Woodlawn
from 37th Street to Rodeo Dr.
Sgt. Davis
April 20 — A woman in the
5100 block of North Colonial Avenue reported her 19-year-old
grandson became angry with
his girlfriend and threw a fit. He
broke parts of his bedroom door
jam and kicked a hole through
the sheetrock wall. His grandmother ordered him to leave, but
she did not wish to prosecute at
this time.
April 20 — A man in the 5300
block of North Rock Springs Court
reported going to his ex-girlfriend’s house to get some items,
but she would not let him. The
man left before officers arrived.
He told the woman he was going
to the police department to make
a report.
April 22 — A gray Dodge Challenger was stopped for speeding
in a construction zone in the 4200
block of North Woodlawn. The
driver had a Washington ID card.
Upon further investigation, it was
found the man had a suspended
Kansas driver’s license. He was
cited for driving with a suspended
license and speeding.
April 22 — Sgt. Davis found
3.5 grams of medical marijuana,
which was still sealed in the package, in the 6400 block of East
37th North. The marijuana was
seized and submitted as found
property.
April 24 — Officers observed
a white Cadillac Deville parked on
the east side of Tree Top Nursery
in the 5900 block of East 37th
North. When officers drove into
the parking lot, the vehicle began
to drive away. Officers conducted
a traffic stop and observed two
plants in the back seats of the
vehicle. A female passenger in
the vehicle said an employee of
Tree Top asked her to pick up the
plants. It was 1:30 in the morning. The officers were unable to
contact a representative and the
man and woman put the merchandise back. They left the lot.
April 25 — A woman in the
5200 block of North Lycee Circle
reported her boyfriend pushed
her to the ground, causing her to
hit her head on the floor. He then
grabbed her ankles and pulled her
across the floor from the kitchen
to the living room. The woman
was able to escape and locked
herself in her bedroom and called
911. The suspect went to her
bedroom and asked for his phone
charger and a prescription medication. She said she handed them
to him, and he pushed her down
in the hallway, and then kicked
three holes into the stairwell wall
while walking up the stairs. The
woman said he left the residence
and drove away in his Corvette.
Both parties were intoxicated and
a pick-up was issued for the boyfriend for domestic battery and
destruction of property.
April 25 — Officer Trumbull
saw a black Chrysler 300 in the
4800 block of North Rock Road
with its flashers on. He contacted
the driver and could smell a heavy
odor of consumed alcohol coming
from inside the vehicle. The driver’s eyes appeared to be bloodshot, watery and glazed over. The
driver’s speech was slurred and
he told the officer that he was
drunk. The driver failed standard
field sobriety tests. The man’s
vehicle was high-centered on the
rocks along the road. The vehicle
was towed. Edi Samuel OchoaRamos of Wichita was arrested
on charges of DUI, illegal tag, ex-

pired tag, no driver’s license and
no driver’s mirror.
April 27 — A man in the 4400
block of North Edgemoor reported that he received a threatening
voicemail on his phone overnight
from an unknown phone number.
The caller told him to watch his
back. The man has been on the
sex offender registry for the past
12 and one-half years. The man
said he was going to contact Verizon Wireless to get the caller’s
phone number.
April 27 — Two unknown individuals came onto the porch of
a residence in the 4700 block of
North Elk Creek Drive and stole a
welcome sign and three pillows
valued at $43. Pictures and security video have been submitted.
April 28 — A woman in the
7700 block of Turquoise reported
the theft of a table from her front
porch. The table was black with a
dark wicker top.
April 28 — A woman in the
7800 block off Turquoise reported
the theft of a table from her porch.
The table was black iron. Also
stolen was a heart-shaped plant
stand and pink potted flower.
April 28 — A man in the
7700 block of Turquoise reported
the theft of a patio set from his
porch. It is described as black iron
Woodward brand with scrollwork
on the chair arms. The set included two chairs and a table.
April 28 — Enterprise RentA-Car in the 6300 block of East
37th North reported someone left
a firearm in a rental vehicle. Officers collected a black and silver
pistol with two loaded magazines.
The firearm was placed into evidence.
April 28 — A man reported
being struck by a pan from a
RESCARE worker while she was
attempting to wake him up. Pictures have been taken of the victim and according to the man’s
guardian, the worker has been
fired. Investigation is on-going.
April 29 — A man in the 3900
block of North Edgemoor reported
that an unknown person entered
his unlocked 2020 Jeep Grand
Cherokee and went through the
glove box. No items appeared
to be missing, and there was no
forced entry.
April 29 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
a work zone in the 4300 block of
North Woodlawn. The diver said
he had no driver’s license and was
evasive about giving his personal
information. A complete check
was done on the driver and it was
determined he had a state generated driver’s license. The man
was cited for the traffic violations.
The man had a felony aggravated
battery domestic violence pickup through the City of Wichita. A
Wichita police officer responded
and took custody of the man.
April 29 — Chief Atteberry
and a Kechi police officer responded to the call of a woman
cutting herself in the 5900 block
of North Lycee Court. Contact was
made with a 19-year-old female
who said that her other personality told her to cut herself. She had
a large number of superficial cuts
on her left shin. EMS provided
first aid and the woman’s mother
arrived and transported her to the
hospital for treatment.
April 29 — A woman in the
8800 block of East Chris reported
an unknown person entered her
unlocked vehicle and stole her
purse from inside. The purse
contained keys, ID and financial
cards. The woman was given advice on how to secure her vehicle
since the thieves have her car
keys.
April 29 — A man who had
been served a protection-fromabuse order earlier in the day
called the Bel Aire Police Department several times insisting officers go to his home and do a welfare check of his children in the
5800 block of East Kenawee. The
man refused to read the contents
of the order, but was relentless
in his effort to get officers to go
to the home. Officers went and
checked the children and all was
well. The man’s wife felt that her
husband sent officers by to check
on the children as a way to harass her. Since the man used law
enforcement officers to make
third-party contact with his wife in
violation of the protection-fromabuse order, a criminal case was
made regarding the violation.
April 30 — Officers received
a call of an elderly female walking on North Clarendon, and she
was unsure of how to get home.
Officers located the woman. After
speaking with a neighbor, officers were able to get the woman
back to her residence. The officers were able to locate a note
that explained the woman has
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.
The note provided some contact

phone numbers. Officers were
able to make contact with the
woman’s son who is her primary
caregiver. He arrived at the residence, and officers provided him
with options if this type of situation should occur again.
April 30 — A woman in the
8700 block of East Chris reported
going on a walk with her neighbor around the neighborhood and
coming back to find her wallet
gone from inside of her house.
The woman said that her house
was locked, there were no signs
of forced entry and nobody has
access or keys to her house. The
woman said her wallet, cash and
miscellaneous credit cards were
taken. She was told to contact her
bank, cancel her credit cards and
get a new driver’s license. The
woman called back during second
shift and advised she found her
wallet in the kitchen with nothing
missing.
May 1 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a 2005 blue Chevy Trailblazer with a defective headlight
in the 4700 block of North Rock
Road. The vehicle’s registration
expired as in March. The driver
said he did not know the registration was expired and could not
provide proof of liability insurance.
The man was issued a written
warning for expired registration
and a citation for failing to provide
proof of liability insurance.
May 2 — An employee for
Enterprise Rental Car in the 6300
block of East 37th North reported
a man and woman became upset
and loud due to a problem with a
rental car. The man and woman
were asked to leave and they
refused. Police were called. The
man and woman were told by the
business they were not welcome
back on the property and trespassed from the location because
of their behavior.
May 2 — An off-duty Valley
Center supervisor witnessed a
woman try to get out of a vehicle
at the on-ramp entrance of K-96
from Webb. She was being physically beaten and getting pulled
back into the car. Her leg was
partially ran over. Responding officers found that the Valley Center
supervisor had the assailant out of
the vehicle and on the ground at
gunpoint. The woman was safe.
Wichita police arrested the man
on a charge of domestic battery.
The woman received medical attention. The assailant continually
threatened the officers for arresting him and promised to sue all
of them for interfering in his disagreement with the female.
May 2 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a gray Chevrolet Malibu
for speeding and failing to maintain a single lane in the 5900
block of East 37th North. The
driver handed the officer a Kansas ID card. A records search
confirmed the man did not have
a Kansas driver’s license. He was
cited for driving with no driver’s
license, speeding and failure to
maintain a single lane.
May 4 — A woman in the
6800 block of East Odessa reported that an unknown person
entered his unlocked gray Hyundai Sonata, which was parked in
his driveway. The suspect stole a
deactivated iPhone 7. The car was
ransacked.
May 4 — A woman in the
6100 block of East Edinburg reported an unknown person entered her purple 2011 Honda Pilot
and stole a diaper bag, purse,
cash, driver’s license, bank cards
and a wallet. The woman also
reported her husband’s unlocked
red Toyota Tacoma was entered
and checks belonging to his employer were stolen.
May 4 — Bel Aire officers assisted Kechi police with a mental
patient in Kechi. The individual
was placed in custody and transported by Kechi police to the hospital for treatment.
May 4 — A man in the 4000
block of North Farmstead reported an unknown person entered
his unlocked 2018 Subaru Forester and took cash. The vehicle
was parked in the driveway of the
residence.
May 5 — Officers were dispatched to the 5700 block of East
49th North for suspicious characters trying vehicle doors. The
suspects were described as wearing gray hooded sweatshirts and
were last seen walking east. Officers were unable to locate anyone walking in the area. However,
officers observed a vehicle dome
light on. They contacted the owner and he confirmed his vehicle
had been ransacked. Nothing was
stolen from the vehicle.
May 5 — A woman from the
4200 block of North Mission reported the theft of a dark gray
2017 Toyota Sienna from her
driveway overnight. The key fob
was left with the vehicle. There

are no known suspects. Personal
items in the unsecured vehicle
were also taken — a KU purse,
wallet, driver’s license, a diaper
bag and two car seat bases. The
van was entered into NCIC.
May 6 — A woman in the
4400 block of North Westlake
Court reported she went outside
in her backyard to get a mower
from the shed. She heard a
neighbor’s dog bark at her. She
then saw the dog break through
the fence. She ran because the
dog was aggressive and she was
afraid she was going to be bitten
by the dog. The woman signed a
complaint against the owner of
the dog. This has been an ongoing issue with the nuisance dog.
May 6 — Christopher Aaron
Anderson of Bel Aire was arrested
in the 5700 block of Odessa on a
City of Bel Aire warrant for criminal deprivation of property.
May 7 — Officers were sent
an address in the 4000 block of
North Clarendon in reference to
a disturbance. The resident had
recently passed away. Several extended family members were at
the home causing a disturbance
about the division of the man’s
belongings.
May 7 — A woman in the
3800 block of North Oliver reported she is concerned for her
19-year-old daughter’s safety.
The woman said she last spoke
with her daughter earlier in the
morning. The girl’s biological father texted via the daughter’s
phone at 5 p.m. and informed
the woman the daughter was in
the hospital. The woman wanted
a welfare check but didn’t know
where to send officers. Officer
Smithwick suggested the woman
contact area hospitals. The mother and Smithwick attempted to
call the daughter’s phone, but it
went straight to voicemail.
May 8 — A silver Chevy Suburban was stopped for speeding in
the 5200 block of North Cypress.
The driver was found to have a
suspended driver’s license. The
driver was issued a written warning for speed and a citation for
driving with a suspended license.
May 8 — A man in the 4100
block of North Parkwood reported his computer was hacked
and that he was instructed by
the hacker to call Microsoft at a
phone number displayed on his
computer. He did so and was told
by the fake Microsoft agent that
his Chase credit card had been
compromised and all his funds
were transferred to Chase Bank.
He spoke with a person that purported to be from Chase Bank
and was told that he needed to
send $6,000 in gift cards to cover
fraudulent activity. The man realized at that point that he had
been scammed. There was no financial loss. He was counseled on
how to prevent any further harm
regarding identity theft.
May 8 — While getting a
drink at Quick Trip at 37th and
Rock, Officer Gordon noticed a
dark gray Toyota Sienna minivan
with a 60-day tag. He ran the tag
for wants and warrants and found
it was a stolen vehicle. This is the
same vehicle that was reported
stolen on May 5 from Bel Aire.
He had taken the report. There
were no suspects in the vehicle.
The owner was contacted and
came to the scene and retrieved
her vehicle. The victim reported
that there was new damage to
the front bumper. Property that
did not belong to the victim was
collected as found property and
submitted. The van was cleared
from NCIC.
May 8 — Officer Langford
stopped a white Jeep for having
no taillights. The driver was found
to be in possession of 3.2 grams
of raw marijuana, a grinder with
marijuana residue and a small jar
with marijuana residue. The evidence was submitted. The driver
was cited for the traffic violation
and issued a notice to appear
in court for possession of marijuana.
May 9 — Officer Gibson was
dispatched to COMCARE to transport a person from a prior call to
St. Francis due to him making
suicidal statements. The man
was transported to St. Francis for
evaluation.
May 10 — Veteran Military
Crisis Line requested a welfare
check on a Bel Aire resident in
the 4700 block of North Glendale.
Officer Gordon made contact with
the man and transported him to
COMCARE for a psychiatric evaluation. Gordon called Veteran Military Crisis line back with an update to the call.
May 11 — Officer Langford
stopped a silver Hyundai Tiburon
for a vehicle defect in the 5900
block of East 37th North. The
driver was operating a motor vehicle while having a suspended
license through Kentucky. He was
cited for the violation.
May 11 — A woman in the
4300 block of North Stratford reported that an unknown person
used her Social Security number
to file income taxes with the IRS
without her knowledge or consent. She discovered that this
happened when she went to file
her taxes and the IRS told her
that her taxes was rejected because her number had already
been used to file taxes this year.
May 12 — A woman in the
5700 block of Odessa called the
Bel Aire Police Department to report an unknown person used her
Social Security number to open
an account with Cox Cable. The
account was closed by Cox and
the woman was advised to monitor her credit.
May 13 — A man in the 4500
block of North Hillcrest reported
to police that he found the driver’s side door key lock on his truck
damaged. The damage occurred
sometime in the previous week
to 10 days. He checked his home
surveillance cameras but nothing
was located.
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HIGHLIGHTS
City refinances
debt on land

Co. with an interest rate
of 1.878 percent. This was
nearly half a percent lower
than expected.
The bonds are eligible
The Bel Aire City
to
be
called on May 1,
Council voted unanimous2022, and the debt service
ly in favor of refinancing
land debt on May 18. The of those bonds will be paid
from an escrow fund until
action was taken in regards to outstanding 2017 then. The replacement
bonds will be callable on
bonds.
May 1, 2029, but the city
The estimated savings
can use land sale proceeds
for the city is $400,000
to redeem them earlier.
per year. Debt payments
— Taylor Messick
should go from $1.5 million per year to $1.1 million per year. The refunding of the bonds includes
a $1.66 million equity
contribution generated
from land sales. It will alOn May 4, the Bel
low the city to restructure Aire City Council voted
annual payments.
to renew an agreement for
Four bids were received building inspection supand the winning bidder
port with the City of Park
was Robert W. Baird &
City.

Both cities employ a
full-time building inspector. If an inspector was
sick, took vacation or attended training or a meeting, neither of the cities
had a backup. The cities
agreed to cover building
inspection needs in such
cases last year.
The agreement has
worked out at no additional cost to either city
and Bel Aire staff recommended renewing the
agreement.
— Taylor Messick

city continues to see more
development in multiple
areas.
A bid of $55,256 from
Tree Top Nursery was
selected on April 6 to build
a berm for Central Park
3rd Addition. A landscaping berm was included in
the final plat to screen the
development from Central
Park Avenue. The work
will be financed through a
bond and spread as special
assessment to the benefitting lots.
Pearson Construction
was hired for concrete
paving improvements for
Prestwick Avenue at a cost
of $411,625.95 as a part of
Central Park 3rd, Phase 3.
City engineer Anne SteThe Bel Aire city coun- phens said the road is excil approved more work on pected to get heavier traffic
projects during the months than the residential streets.
of April and May. The
Dutton was hired for water

main improvements along
Prestwick at a cost of
$27,323. Stephens said the
project would complete
the water main loop for the
area, which will help to
keep fresh water flowing.
Also on April 6, Garver
was hired to engineer a
couple of different projects.
The firm was hired to work
on Chapel Landing 4th for
$81,025 and Rock Spring
4th for $407,900.
MKEC was hired to
engineer the Villas at
Prestwick Addition on
April 6 for $123,243. The
agreement did not include
construction observation
services. Since MKEC
handled observation of
phase 1, council also approved a supplemental
agreement for observation
of phase 2 in the amount of
$43,497.

Another change order
was approved on April 20
for Bristol Hollows Phase
1. Much like the $80,461
change order council approved from Dondlinger
for the Woodlawn project,
this change order was necessary because of groundwater and soil issues. The
cost is $247,005 for work
to bring in low-volume soil
that will drain better and
also raise the grade of the
project; drain tile pipes will
be installed on both sides
of the road
Stephens said these
problematic areas are fairly
unpredictable and random
but she and two other
engineers are confident that
this work will resolve the
issues. The costs will be
spread as special assessments.
— Taylor Messick

munity.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thurman. Call the church at
755-2331.

godscloset.com or on
Facebook (Gods Closet Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.

Send your church’s
upcoming events and
service times to legals@
arkvalleynews.com or call
755-0821.

City renews
inspection plan Council OKs
improvements

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran Church
is located at 53rd North
and Hillside, across from
Wichita Heights High
School.
Virtual worship service
is at 10 a.m. Sundays.
For more information
about the church, check
our website at www.
christ-lutheran.org or our
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/CLCwichita/or call 744-1242.
Pastor Chad Langdon is
the minister.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic)
is located at 4910 N.
Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and 8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday. Weekday masses are
at 8 a.m. Tuesday through
Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel is located at the corner
of 45th North and Auburn.
If you have any questions about our church,
please call Amy Smith at
323-2819.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number
is 686-0208.
Sunday worship is at
10:15 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study
groups at 6:30 p.m. include adult studies, youth
and Awana.
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free
family fun event from 4 to
6 p.m. the third Saturday
of each month. See you
there.
Pastor is Jason Whyte.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N.
Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday
services are 10 a.m. and
6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening

of each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at
5500 N. Greenwich Road
is one mile south of K-254
and five miles north of
21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for
all ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for
prayer and fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month and host a
church brunch quarterly.
Special events are
announced on the church
sign, Facebook and by
mailings. Please call to be
added to our mailing list
or email shagemeister@
sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center and
Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us
at 744-0203.
Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday
worship is at 9:03 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with Sunday
school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number is 744-1221.

Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E.
34th North in northeast
Wichita.
You can reach us at
683-5538 or via email at
postmaster@risensavior.
net.
Sunday morning
services in our Worship
Center are at 8 and 10:30,
with a nursery and Children’s Church during the
10:30 service. We provide
adult Bible classes and
children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide
options to participate in a
variety of Bible studies,
fellowship and service opportunities for all ages.
Find us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter —
search RisenSaviorICT!
Find out everything Risen
Savior has to offer on our
website www.risensavior.
net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor
is Nick Cordt.

Women’s Bible study
group meets at 10 a.m.
on the second and fourth
Friday.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and
pastor. The Rev. Deacon
Basil Anderson is assistant. Frank Tritschler is
head chanter. Readers are
James Finneran and Moses
Rothenberger. Mrs. Sally
Buxon is organist.
For more information
call 734-6248 or go online
www.saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.com. Email
inquiries to jfflora@
icloud.com.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30
a.m. with worship service
at 11.
For more information, go online at www.

Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City.
It is a congregation of
the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of
North America.
Worship with us Sunday Adult Class at 9 a.m.,
morning prayer at 9:45
a.m. and Holy Eucharist at
10 a.m., and Wednesday
Holy Eucharist at 6 p.m.
Men’s Bible study
group meets at 7 p.m. on
the first and third Monday.

LifePoint
A fellowship of the
Assemblies of God, LifePoint is located at 400 S.
Abilene in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday school meets at 9
a.m., with Kids Church at
10:30. There is no regular
Sunday night service. For
special activities, check
online at www.lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program is at 6:30 p.m., with
Velocity Student Ministries for youth meets at 7.
Adult small groups
meet throughout the com-
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