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Same mayor, new council member
Nov. 2 election.
Davied received 864 votes.
The Bel Aire City Council Justin Smith (925 votes) and
will welcome one new mem- John Welch (823) were the
ber in December.
other top vote getters and will
Greg Davied will join the retain their seats.
council after being among the
They beat Ashley Markley
top three vote-getters in the
(665 votes) and Patty Beamer
By The Breeze staff

(453).
This is the first run for political office for Davied, who
is an aircraft engineer. Smith
has been on the council since
2017 and Welch since March
2020.
Mayor Jim Benage was

re-elected. He beat Beamer
1,059 votes to 417.
Benage has served as
mayor since 2019 and was
previously a member of the
city council from January
2018 to December 2019.

A taste of Italy

Benage

Davied

City uses
drone to
curb car
burglaries

Police dept. says lock doors
By Chris Strunk

Bel Aire police employed the department’s
newest weapons against crime in October when
it received numerous reports of vehicle burglaries.
On Oct. 18, an officer patrolled a neighborhood in the 5400 block of East Ashton with the
department’s drone — a remote-controlled hover
plane equipped with a camera — because of
recent larcenies.
The officer saw a red Ford Explorer drive
through the neighborhood, make a loop and not
stop. The vehicle did not appear to have a specific
destination and had a tag light out, the officer
reported.
A second officer was dispatched to stop the
vehicle at Ashton and Hedgerow. Police smelled
marijuana inside the vehicle and the driver had a
suspended driver’s license.
Police searched the vehicle and found a small
amount of marijuana as well as a hacksaw and
many other tools. A bag containing bundles of
copper wire was also located. The driver said he
got lost in the neighborhood. Police said he had
no believable explanation why he was there in
the first place. He was cited for driving with a
suspended license, no proof of liability insurance
and a tag light violation and was issued a notice
to appear in court for possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia.
On Oct. 16, police received seven reports of
vehicle burglary. Several were from North Glendale. All of the vehicles were unlocked.
A 2016 Jeep Wrangler was reported stolen
from the 3900 block of North Danbury. The owner said keys may have been left in the unlocked
Jeep. In one burglary in the 5000 block of East
Willow Point, a gunlock box containing a 9-mm
handgun and two loaded magazines was taken.
An air compressor was taken from an unlocked car in the 4300 block of North Eagle Lake
Court on Oct. 17.
“Most of our citizens lock their house doors,
keep their garages closed and lock their vehicle
doors,” police said in a social media post. “For
those that leave unsecured property in plain
view in their vehicles and leave their vehicles
unlocked, there can be no surprise if a criminal
comes to our community and takes advantage of
such an easy target.”

The Bel Aire Lions
Club hosted its annual
Taste of Italy fundraiser Nov. 13 at Gospel Assembly Church.
The event featured
homemade Southern
Italian meatballs with
pasta, homemade tomato sauce, imported
pecorino Romano
cheese, salad and dessert. The fundraiser
helps the club stay active in the community
with various service
projects.
Photos by Taylor Messick

Bel Aire priest placed on leave
Aire, will maintain his
faculties as a priest and the
A Bel Aire Catholic
Wichita Catholic Diocese
priest was placed on admin- will continue its supistrative leave this week fol- port. However, during the
lowing allegations of sexual investigation, Schemm will
abuse of a minor.
not be able to preach in the
The Rev. Michael
diocese or offer sacraments
Schemm, priest at Church
until the investigation is
of the Resurrection in Bel
complete.
By Chris Strunk

Bishop Carl A. Kemme
announced the decision on
Nov. 1. It came after an initial review by the Diocesan
Review Board.
The diocese said local
law enforcement was notified of the allegations, but
no further details will be
shared.

The Sedgwick County
District Attorney’s Office
issued a statement Nov.
2, saying it had received
information about allegations made against a priest
working in the diocese.
District Attorney Marc
Bennett said the allegations
“date to the time frame over

25 years ago.”
He said the case was referred to the Exploited and
Missing Child Unit.
“Additional information
may be made public following the presentation of the
matter for a final charging determination at the
conclusion of any follow up

investigation,” Bennett said.
The diocese said that
Kemme and the diocese
are committed to address
every allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor “professionally, transparently and
See PRIEST, Page 3
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HIGHLIGHTS
Mayor’s
corner
By Jim Benage

T

he election
results were
just awesome.
Your votes
were for continued success for Bel Aire. Thank
you for your vote of
confidence in the work
we are doing.
Please welcome Greg
Davied as our newest
city council member. Mr.
Davied will be sworn in
on Dec. 7. A big thank
you to Jeff Elshoff who
served on the city council for the last four years.
His unique perspectives
will be missed. Also, a
big thank you to Ashley Markley and Patty
Beamer for running for
office. It is not easy to
put your name out there,
spend money and time
and not know if you will
be chosen for office.
Their willingness to try
is much appreciated.
Matthieu Bryant suspended his campaign.
My pledge to you is
to serve you to the best
of my God-given talents
and abilities. You continue to be in my daily
prayers. I ask that you
pray for our city staff,
city council and myself
as we work to continue
serving you for the common good.
On Woodlawn, construction began Nov. 15.
We held a public meeting
on Nov. 17. Details are
available on the Bel Aire
website. Starting in January/February Woodlawn
will be a one-way street,
northbound, for about
eight months, ending
sometime in AugustOctober 2022. The total
project will complete in
the spring/summer of
2023 (about 1 ½ years).
You can e-mail questions
to publicinvolvement@
garverUSA.com or call
221-3018.
There is some confusing information about
the cost for Woodlawn.
So, here is an attempt to
clarify. Unlike all other
projects in Bel Aire, the
majority of the cost for
Woodlawn is paid with
federal dollars, not local
tax dollars. On Oct. 5, I
said “This project was
budgeted at $6.8 million
in Feb. 2019. That price
is now $9.451 million, a
$2.65 million increase.”
However, some of that
cost was already in the
plan, about $1 million of
it was inflation.
In 2020 we submitted updated estimated
costs to the Wichita Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (WAMPO)
of $6,973,937. That
made our portion of
this cost $1,394,787.
That was in our plan
for this project. Since
this is federally funded,
KDOT manages the
bids and contracts from
this point forward. The
KDOT bid letting came
in at $9,450,850. That
made Bel Aire’s portion
increase to $2,477,212.
That’s an increase of
$1,082,425. That cost
increase is total inflation
that is out of our control.
Lastly, remember on
Dec. 4, 5:30 to 7:30, we
will have an outdoor
Santa and fireworks
event at the city hall.
This is similar to what
we did last year except,
if you want, Santa will
come to your car.
I hope everyone has a
blessed Christmas.
It is an extraordinary
honor to serve a second
term as your mayor.

The Bel Aire Breeze
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67147.
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Strunk. Telephone: 316-7550821. Fax: 316-755-0644. Email: legals@arkvalleynews.
com. The office is located at
210 W. Main, Valley Center,
Kan.

Local students
graduate

Joseph Thom of Bel
Aire graduated summa cum
laude from Newman University
in May
2021. He
received
a bachelor of
science
degree,
with a
major in
accountThom
ing and a
minor in
Spanish.
Thom is employed with
a Wichita accounting firm.
A total of 693 students
completed associate, bachelor or graduate degrees at
Fort Hays State University
in the summer 2021 term.
Graduates are listed with
their hometown, degrees
and majors and, in parentheses, areas of concentration. The following students
have met all requirements
for graduation:
Wichita — Brenda Lee
Nash, a master of science in
special education (high incidence); Ashley Kay Kracke,
a bachelor of business administration in management
(human resource management); Gary S. Chavez, a
master of liberal studies
(information analysis and
communication); Christopher Freeman, a bachelor
of science in psychology;
Karli Kay Winter, a master
of science in special education (high incidence).
Linda Morrison of
Wichita earned her master
of science degree in early
childhood (unified) education from Emporia State
University in August 2021.
— The Breeze staff

the suspect to surrender
to officers. The sheriff’s
office K-9 helped convince
the suspect to comply with
officers and surrender. No
injuries were reported.
Jeron Devon Sorrell-Jones
of Wichita was arrested on
a charge of criminal possession of a firearm by a felon.
— The Breeze staff

On Star foils
vehicle theft

A man who didn’t want
to pay a late fee on his
rental car was caught by
The Bel Aire Lions Club provides health
technology.
screening at the Bel Aire Fall Festival Oct. 16.
On Oct. 27, Bel Aire
The Kansas Lions health trailer was brought in
police
officers were disfor the event providing vision testing for chilpatched
to an auto theft call
dren 6 months old and older, adult vision, diafrom
Enterprise
LLC in the
betes and blood pressure. Hearing tests were
6300
block
of
East
37th
not provided this year due to COVID restricNorth.
A
manager
said
a vetions. A total of 70 screenings were provided,
hicle
had
not
been
returned.
all free of charge by the Lions.
It was due by Aug. 30.
A man had rented
organization and is sponthe Chevrolet Spark and
sored by K-State’s Office of refused to return it because
First-generation Students.
he had to pay a late fine of
Isabelle Pfeifer of Bel
$72.12, police said. While
Aire received the $1,000
officers were on the call,
More than 100 Kansas
Legacy Scholarship from
On Star contacted Bel Aire
State University students
police and stated the vehicle
are among the first class of Kansas State University.
— The Breeze staff was at Woodsprings Suites
scholars recently inducted
located at 3401 N. Great
into the university’s chapter
Plains in Wichita. The
of Alpha Alpha Alpha, or
vehicle was recovered and
Tri-Alpha, the national firstreturned to Enterprise LLC.
generation college student
There appeared to be no
honorary society.
damage to the vehicle.
Cadence Ciesielski of
A Wichita man was
— The Breeze staff
Park City, a senior in phiarrested after he barricaded
losophy and Spanish, was
himself in a bedroom at a
among the inductees.
Bel Aire home Oct. 25.
Tri-Alpha recognizes unBel Aire officers were
dergraduate first-generation dispatched to a home in the
students who have earned at 5500 block of East 37th
least a 3.2 grade point aver- North to check for a wanted
A teenager in a fight was
age on 30 semester hours
man who had a felony
shot
in the back by pellet
of academic work. These
warrant through Sedgwick guns.
students must meet the
County for felon in possesBel Aire police were
definition of first-generation sion of a weapon.
dispatched
to the 3900
student, which is neither of
The man barricaded
block
of
North
Oliver on
the student’s parents, step- himself in a bedroom.
Nov.
3
on
the
report
of a
parents or legal guardians
Bel Aire officers coordisturbance
involving
a
completed a bachelor’s or
dinated with the Sedgwick pellet gun.
associate degree.
County Sheriff’s Office
A teenager girl told
The chapter is a regisand eventually convinced
police
she was involved in a
tered departmental student

Health screens

Courtesy photo

Local students
recognized

Man arrested
after standoff

Teen shot
with pellet gun

fight with another girl when
she was shot in the back by
three or four teenage boys
with CO2 pellet guns. The
girl had multiple visible
minor injuries from the pellet gun, and three windows
of a residence were shot
and damaged. The amount
of damage was about
$1,100. The suspects were
unknown.
— The Breeze staff

Pair fight
over toilet seat

Two strikes and he was
out.
On Nov. 13, Bel Aire police responded to a disturbance in the 5200 block of
East 37th North. A man and
a woman were in a verbal
argument over the man’s
ex-girlfriend showing up
at their house. The woman
was also upset about the
man constantly urinating on
the toilet seat.
Police said the man was
not on scene when police
arrived.
— The Breeze staff

New private
school to start

A new private school in
Park City is opening for the
2022-23 school year.
Telos Classical Academy
is for students in kindergarten through eighth grade.
The academy provides
students with a complete
Christian curriculum and
“equip the next generation of Christian leaders,”
the school said in a news
release.
The school will hold an
information and interest
night from 4 to 5 p.m. Dec.
5 at New Anthem Community Church, 425 E. 61st
North, Suite 3.
— The Breeze staff

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran Church is
located at 5356 N. Hillside,
across the street from Wichita Heights High School.
We invite you to visit
our church’s website or
Facebook page to learn more
about worship services and
ministries at www.christlutheran.org, https://www.
facebook.com/CLCwichita/,
or call 744-1242.
Pastor Chad Langdon
is the minister of Christ
Lutheran Church.

grade.
The parish/school website
is www.resurrectionwichita.
com, and the telephone number is 744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.

Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is located at 4910 N. Woodlawn
in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday masses are
at 8 a.m. Tuesday through
Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth

Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number is
686-0208.
Traditional service at 8:45
a.m., contemporary service
is at 11 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study groups
at 6:30 to 8 p.m. include
adult studies, youth and
Awana.
The church can be found

Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel
is located at the corner of
45th North and Auburn.
If you have any questions
about our church, please call
Amy Smith at 323-2819.

on Facebook by searching @
CCCICT or by going to its
website at www.cornerstoneict.church.
Pastor is Jason Whyte.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N. Oliver
in Bel Aire, Sunday services
are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening of
each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at 5500
N. Greenwich Road is one
mile south of K-254 and five
miles north of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for all
ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each

DEATH
JAMES W. SATER
James Wesley Sater, 88,
of Bel Aire died Oct. 26,
2021.
On
Feb. 19,
1933,
he was
born
in Two
Buttes,
Colo.,
the third
son of
Sater
Roy and
Helen
Sater. His family had
moved from Kansas during the dust bowl, but in
his early years, the family
returned to Kinsley where
he lived until graduating
from Garfield High School
in May of 1951.
On Feb. 8, 1952, he
enlisted in the Air Force
and was eventually sent
to Thule, Greenland, for a
year. In January of 1954, he
returned to Kansas while on
a 30-day leave to be with
his family before his next
assignment at Bryan AFB,
Texas. During that time,
he met his future wife,
Billie Louise Roadarmer of

Wichita.
They were married on
June 6, 1954, and they
eventually had three sons.
Their journeys in the Air
Force took them to McConnell AFB in Wichita,
another isolated tour to
Thule, Greenland, Offutt
AFB in Omaha, Neb., Andersen AFB in Guam and
finally to Mt. Home AFB in
Mt. Home, Idaho. In 1975,
after 23 years of service, he
retired as a Senior Master
Sergeant and moved his
family to Great Bend to
work for a home improvements business.
In 1999, he moved to
Bel Aire to be closer to
family in the area. He faithfully attended Northside
Bible Chapel in Kechi for
many years until health
issues prevented him from
doing so.
He and his family were
avid bowlers. In his retirement years, he bowled in
two leagues winning many
awards up until his mid
80s. He enjoyed gardening,
cross-stitch and woodworking. He enjoyed playing
horseshoes and card games.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; his wife
Billie; and his two brothers
Don and Russ.
He is survived by his
three sons; 13 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren: Tom (Dianna) of
Valparaiso, Ind., and their
children Joshua (Lexie)
Sater and Nicole Sater; Ron
(Diane) of Meridian, Idaho,
and their children Jonathan
Sater, Elizabeth Sater,
Eric (Bethany) Sater; and
their daughter Michelle,
Jeffrey Sater, Christopher
Sater, Andrea Sater, Mark
(Jessica) Sater and their
two children Jeremiah and
Reighlyn and Sarah Lynn
Sater; and Larry (Robin) of
Wichita and their children
Sarah Joy Sater, Maggie
Sater and Michael Sater.
A service will be held 2
p.m. Nov.6 through Charter
Funerals, 2115 Washington
St, Great Bend, followed by
a graveside service at the
Great Bend Cemetery, 4500
Broadway.
In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests a memorial
contribution to Truth For
Today Medical Missions.

Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist Women
meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
and host a church brunch
quarterly.
Special events are announced on the church sign,
Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to our
mailing list or email shagemeister@sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions
support large local charities like Open Door, Grace
Med or Youthville, as well as
small charities like Flint Hills
Therapeutic Riding Center
and Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us at
744-0203.
Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday worship is at 9:03 a.m. (contemporary) and 11 (traditional),
with Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number
is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint is
located at 400 S. Abilene in
Valley Center.
Sunday school classes
meet at 9 a.m., with the regular service and Kids Church
at 10:30. There are no regular
Sunday night services.
For special activities,
check online at www.lpcag.
org.
On Wednesdays, LifePoint
Kids and LifePoint Students
services meet from 7 to 8:15
p.m. Adult small groups and
prayer are also available.
Lead pastor is Steve Rains.
Youth pastor is Levi Massey.
Children’s pastor is Nathanial
Thurman.
Call the church at 7552331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th
North in northeast Wichita.
You can reach us at 6835538 or via email at postmaster@risensavior.net.
Sunday morning services
in our Worship Center are at

8 and 10:30, with a nursery
and Children’s Church during the 10:30 service. We
provide adult Bible classes
and children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide
options to participate in a variety of Bible studies, fellowship and service opportunities
for all ages.
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter — search
RisenSaviorICT! Find out
everything Risen Savior has
to offer on our website www.
risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor is
Nick Cordt.
Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox
Christian Church is at 2710 E.
61st North, Park City.
It is a congregation of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
Worship with us Sunday
Adult Class at 9 a.m., morning prayer at 9:45 a.m. and
Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and
Wednesday Holy Eucharist at
6 p.m.
Men’s Bible study group
meets at 7 p.m. on the first
and third Monday.
Women’s Bible study
group meets at 10 a.m. on the
second and fourth Friday.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Deacon Basil
Anderson is assistant. Frank
Tritschler is head chanter.
Readers are James Finneran
and Moses Rothenberger.
Mrs. Sally Buxon is organist.
For more information call
734-6248 or go online www.
saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.
com. Email inquiries to jfflora@icloud.com.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook (Gods
Closet - Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s upcoming events and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com or
call 755-0821.
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Bel Aire making a pair of requests to state legislators

governing body term lengths and
limits on the November ballot.
On Nov. 16, Bel Aire anHowever, the city was informed
nounced that it would be sending that its questions wouldn’t make
a pair of letters to the Kansas
the cut.
Legislature. The city is requestMayor Jim Benage said he
ing a couple of changes.
wanted voters to be able to
One of the requests is to grant decide whether the mayor should
municipalities the opportunity to serve a two-year term or a fouradd advisory questions to their
year term. Under the city’s curelection ballot.
rent procedure, the mayor serves
On Aug. 17, the Bel Aire
a two-year term.
City Council voted in favor of
The other two questions were
placing three questions regarding related to term limits. Candidates

can currently serve as many consecutive terms as the voters elect
them to. Benage also wanted to
ask voters whether the mayor
and city council members should
be able to serve more than two
consecutive terms. He proposed
a four-year break after two consecutive terms before being able
to run again.
City attorney Jacqueline Kelly
said the city received notification from the county that “those
aren’t the right type of ques-

tions” to be placed on the ballot.
Instead, the city hosted a town
hall to let residents express opinions on governing body terms.
The city also collected votes
at various community events.
A box was set up outside the
voting room during last month’s
elections to collect additional
feedback.
In regards to the mayor’s
term limits, 55 percent said the
mayor term limit should change
from two to four years. About 80

percent said the mayor should
not be able to serve consecutive
terms. About 85 percent said
council members should not
serve consecutive terms.
The city is sending another
letter asking the state to put
all of Bel Aire in the same
Kansas House district. The
city is currently split between
two representatives. City staff
said residents are consistently
confused about which district or
representative is theirs.

Ty Lasher said the city will keep
recognizing an employee of the
The Bel Aire City Council
quarter and will give out awards
approved new incentives for city for years of service.
employees on Nov. 16. The city
Raises will be based on anis looking to recruit employnual job evaluations. The city
ees through the ones who are
is also implementing a unique
already working in Bel Aire.
hiring bonus.
One of the items approved
“The hiring bonus is for
made a change to the city’s
current employees who recompersonnel policy. City manager mend someone to apply,” said

Lasher. “If they apply and make
it through their probationary period, we’ll give a bonus for the
reference. The employee that’s
hired doesn’t get a bonus — just
the person who recommended
them. Its $500 to $1,000. The
idea was that we want to make
sure we have people who fit
with our culture and our organization. Who else would know

better than our current employees?”
The council also approved
year-end bonuses for employees — 3 percent of annual their
salaries. Mayor Jim Benage said
the idea was to thank employees
for working through COVID-19
even though the city has been
short-staffed. Only six of the 12
police positions are filled.

The city estimated it saved
$90,000 this year by having so
many vacant positions. The 3
percent bonuses will cost the
city about $70,000.
Bel Aire used Cares Act
funding in 2020 to give police
$1,000, public works $500 and
office staff $50 each. In 2018
and 2019, employees got 1 percent of their annual salary.

By Taylor Messick

City council approves employee incentives

By Taylor Messick

Bel Aire getting more water from CCUA
By Taylor Messick

On Nov. 9, the Park
City council unanimously
approved a request from
the City of Bel Aire to
purchase additional water
from the Chisholm Creek
Utility Authority next year.
Bel Aire was projected to
exceed its allotted water
usage from the CCUA.
“I’m not even sure why
there’s an allotted amount
in our contract but that’s
the way it is,” said Bel
Aire Mayor Jim Benage.
“Whether Park City approves or disapproves the
additional water has no

Priest
Continued from Page 1

thoroughly according to the
Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People,
so that justice will be served
and that victims will find
healing.”
“Both abuse and its
cover-up by bishops,
priests, religious and anyone representing the church
can never be tolerated,”
the diocese said in a news
release. “Let us keep each
other in prayer during this
time.”
Church of the Resurrection is located at 4910 N.
Woodlawn.

effect on Bel Aire’s ability
to supply citizens with
water. We have our backup
agreement with Wichita. …
It would make no business
sense for Park City to not
approve the request for
additional water because
the CCUA has ample water
available.”
Seven years ago, the
cities entered into a yearto-year agreement because
Bel Aire determined that
its water needs at the time
were fairly inconsistent.
Bel Aire agreed to allow

Park City to purchase more
than half of the water each
year. The cost of producing
the water is divided by the
percentage of water each
city uses at the end of each
year.
Park City attorney Doug
Mosier said there was
no chance that Park City
would be short on water
this year and recommended
approval of an additional
35 million gallons of water
for Bel Aire. Bel Aire
previously got about 165
million gallons.

Park City council member Melvin Kerr said he is
concerned about discussions between the two cities regarding the expansion
of the CCUA’s sewer plant.
The plant is expected to
exceed its capacity within
five to seven years. Park
City is ready to move
forward but there has been

some hesitancy from Bel
Aire. Repairs are needed
before 2022 in order to
renew the plant’s KDHE

license and Benage has
suggested applying for help
from the county to fund the
project.
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City of Bel Aire
In the interest of public safety, please be advised that any or all Bel Aire senior and/or rec programs may be subject
to modification, change, or cancellation to reflect current state and local COVID-19 orders, with or without notice.

Bel Aire Seniors

Bel Aire Recreation

*Register online at www.beAll SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The
laireks.org/220/Recreation
Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and Friday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., excluding holidays. The
Youth Basketball
library has a wide selection of books to check out with neither cost nor
K-2nd grade league will be cotime restraints and computers are available for study or research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in Sedgwick ed. 3rd-6th grade will have boys
and girls leagues. Games will
County.
be played in Bel Aire and Valley
Center. Registration DeadlinesLocations
5th & 6th deadline has passed
Senior Center / 7651 E. Central Park Ave. / 744-2451
by limited openings remain. K-2
Recreation Center / 5251 E. 48th North / 744-2700
nd and 3rd & 4th registration
Weekly Events
deadline is Dec 6.
Pickleball — Monday & Friday 9 a.m.-11 a.m. & Fridays 5-7 p.m.,
Little Dribblerz
Rec Center $2 per person or Rec membership
This is a parent participation
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center
program in which skills and drills
(Indoors)
are designed to introduce basketYoga — Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Rec Center
ball to 3-5 year olds. The players
1X R-$20 NR-$35 & 2X R-$30 NR-$45
will be divided into small groups
R= Resident NR= Non-Resident
and rotated through stations to
Yoga mats are to be provided by the participant
learn the basic skills such as dribBridge — Tuesdays 1 p.m. – Senior Center RSVP Required
bling, passing, shooting, defense
Senior Aerobics — Wednesdays 9 a.m. – Rec Center
and the rules of the game. The
Open Sewing — Wednesdays, 10 a.m. – Rec Center
registration deadline is Nov. 8
Sew ‘N’ So More — Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 12 p.m. - Rec
and will begin on Nov. 13!
Center
Line Dance — Mondays & Fridays, 1 p.m. – Bel Aire City Hall ComTippi Toes Dance Classes
munity Room
School year session has started
Zoom Line Dance — Fridays, 1 p.m. - Contact Sarah at 316-744-2700
but it’s not too late to sign up!
or schristenson@belaireks.gov for more information.
Toddler & Me- 18 months-3.5
Folk Dance — Thursdays, 2 p.m. Bel Aire Rec Center $2 per class
years, Ballet & Jazz- 4-7 year
olds & Hip Hop/Jazz- 7-12 year
olds! Sign up online @ https://
dancestudio-pro.com/online/inDec. 1, 10 a.m. Library Work Day, Senior Center
dex.php?account_id=15484.
Dec. 1, Afternoon Medicare Enrollment Assistance, Rec Center RSVP
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@
Holiday Craft and Go
belaireks.gov
Looking for something to do
Dec. 2, 10 a.m. Holiday Color Me Calm, Senior Center
with your kids to celebrate the
Dec. 4, 5:30-7:30 p.m. December to Remember, City Hall
Holiday Season!? Sign up for
Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m. Dinner & BINGO, Community Room RSVP
our Craft and Go series. Come
Dec. 8, 2 p.m. Crafting Holiday Ornaments (Part 2), Rec Center RSVP
and pick up your kit filled with
Dec. 9, 1 p.m. Ask a Pharmacist: Med Management (Em2 crafts and instructions. $8 per
ily with Dandurand Pharmacy), Rec Center RSVP
Kit. Registration deadline Dec.
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@
13.
belaireks.gov
Dec. 13, 2:30 p.m. Wii Bowling, Senior Center
Holiday Hoops
Dec. 15, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Catholic Care Center Blood Pressure Checks,
Kids! Grab an adult and sign up
Rec Center
for this free throw contest on Dec.
Dec. 15, 1:30 p.m. Book Club Meeting, Senior Center
Dec. 16, 10 a.m. Holiday Memory Swap, Senior Center
Dec. 17, 2:15 p.m. Snack & Chat, Senior Center
Dec. 21, 2 p.m. Winter Holidays Around the World, Rec Center
Dec. 24, Senior Center & City Hall Closed
Dec. 31, Senior Center & City Hall Closed

Monthly & Special Events

More information can be found at www.belaireks.gov.

11! Winners of each age group
will get a FREE Holiday Ham!
Age groups 8 & under, 9-12 &
13-17.
Pre-registration is required.

Taekwondo (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet on Tuesday and
Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. These are
great classes for beginners to
black belts.
Adult Pickleball
Held Mondays, Wednesday &
Fridays from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. &
Fridays 5-7 p.m. in the Rec Center Gymnasium! Just $2 drop in
fee or membership!
Yoga
Classes are held on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30
p.m. Participants need to provide
their own yoga mat. Teens and
adults can join at any time!
Fitness Center
Come check out our fitness center! The Fitness Center consists
of: Elliptical cross trainers, Free
weights, Multi-station weight
machine, recumbent bike and
treadmills.
FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, senior aerobics,
folk dancing, Bel Aire Walkers, Sewing, Education & more!
Please call Sarah for more information!
Upcoming Programs
Happy Feet Soccer & Happy
Hoops Basketball https://www.
wichitahappysoccerfeet.com/
For more info on programs,
call 744-2700 or www.belaireks.
gov. Follow us on Facebook @
BelAireRec!
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Oct. 11 — A man in the 6500
block of East Rodeo reported his
daughter and 17-year-old foster
child as runaways.
Oct. 14 — A man in the 5200
block of East Ashton Court reported an unknown subject accessed
his debit card after he entered
it onto a website. The bank reversed the charges and he is no
longer out any money.
Oct. 15 — Officers were
dispatched to a larceny in the
5100 block of East Willow Point.
A larceny victim reported hearing a loud noise and saw a possible cutting torch under her
vehicle. The suspect vehicle was
described as a dark newer model
truck. The suspect was described
as a male. Officers were unable
to locate the truck involved as it
fled the area. While on scene,
the reporting party’s husband
started their other vehicle and it
was surprisingly loud. Upon further inspection, it was discovered
the suspect attempted to cut off
the catalytic converter, but was
unsuccessful.
Oct. 15 — Officer Smithwick
saw a red Pontiac parked on the
road with its lights on in the 4100
block of North Woodlawn. When
Smithwick turned on her vehicle
emergency lights, the vehicle accelerated and traveled north on
Woodlawn. The vehicle eventually stopped in the driveway of
a residence. The driver said she
was scared and wanted to go
home. Due to an odor of marijuana coming from the vehicle,
a search was conducted. Marijuana, a grinder, cigars, a glass
smoking apparatus and a cup of
alcoholic beverage were found
in the vehicle. After an investigation, the driver was cited. Oct. 15
— Officer Gordon was dispatched
to check a runaway at the Dollar
General store in the 4500 block of
North Woodlawn. A 15-year-old
was transported to the Wichita
Children’s Home.
Oct. 16 — Officer Smithwick
observed a black Dodge Ram
pickup traveling northbound on
Rock Road. The vehicle had an
expired registration. Smithwick
stopped the vehicle and contacted the driver, who only had
a Kansas ID card. The driver was
cited for the violations.
Oct. 16 — While on patrol,
Officer Schell found a backpack
in the street in the 4800 block
of East Willow Point Road. The
backpack contained a sphygmomanometer, blood pressure cuff
and other various possible medical supplies. A nearby resident
made contact with Schell and
gave him a camouflage hard case
with a combination lock. The resident said she found the case on
her property. There was nothing
inside.
Oct. 16 — A man reported his
blue 2016 Jeep Wrangler was stolen from his driveway in the 3900

block of North Danbury. The man
said the keys may have been in
the vehicle and it was unlocked.
Oct. 16 — A woman in the
5000 block of East Willow Point
reported an unknown person
entered her unlocked 2019 Kia
Sorrento and took a gunlock box
containing a 9-mm handgun and
two loaded magazines.
Oct. 16 — A woman in the
4500 block of North Glendale reported that both of her unsecured
vehicles had been rummaged
through during the night. She
was missing a computer bag and
a wallet. A neighbor found the
computer bag on their driveway.
The wallet was not located.
Oct. 16 — A man in the 4500
block of North Glendale reported
an unknown person got into his
unsecured 2015 Ford Mustang
and took his expired driver’s license, credit cards and a set of
spare keys.
Oct. 16 — A woman in the
4800 block of North Glendale
reported an unknown person entered her unlocked vehicle and
rummaged around, but did not
take anything.
Oct. 16 — A woman in the
4900 block of East 48th North
reported an unknown person entered her unlocked vehicle and
took her son’s blue backpack and
husband’s green gym bag that
were left in plain view. The stolen
items were located and returned.
Oct. 16 — A man in the 4900
block of East Willow Point Court
reported the theft of his wallet
from his unlocked car. The man
said the center console was open,
as was the glove box.
Oct. 17 — A woman reported
she found a wallet located next to
her trashcan at her residence in
the 9400 block of East Champion.
She looked through the wallet to
try to locate the owner. She said
she decided to bring the wallet to
the police department because it
had $117.56 inside. Officer Lopez
was able to find some numbers in
the wallet and got a hold of the
owner’s relative. The wallet was
returned.
Oct. 17 — A woman in the
4300 block of North Eagle Lake
Court reported an unknown person entered her unlocked car and
took an air compressor taken.
Oct. 18 — Officer Langford
was patrolling the neighborhood
in the 5400 block of East Ashton
with the Bel Aire police drone
due to recent vehicle larcenies.
He saw a red Ford Explorer drive
through the neighborhood, make
a loop and not stop. The vehicle
did not appear to have a specific
destination and had a tag light
out. The vehicle was stopped
by Officer Schell at Ashton and
Hedgerow. The odor of marijuana
was detected from inside the vehicle and the driver was found to
have a suspended license. A small
amount of marijuana was located

in the vehicle. While searching
the vehicle, police found a hacksaw and many other tools. A bag
containing bundles of copper
wire was also located. The man
claimed he got lost in the neighborhood, but had no believable
explanation why he was there in
the first place. He was cited for
driving with a suspended license,
no proof of liability insurance and
a tag light violation and was issued a notice to appear in court
for possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia.
Oct. 18 — A man in the 5900
block of Clarendon reported a
neighbor came over to his house
to confront some contractors and
entered the property without getting permission. The neighbor
then refused to leave after being told to do so. The suspect
pushed the reporting party during
the altercation. No injuries were
reported. The suspect was told
by officers not to return to the
neighbor’s house without being
invited.
Oct. 19 — A woman in the
6300 block of East Quail Ridge reported her two daughters as being children in need of care. She
said the girls have been refusing
to go to school. The woman said
she can’t control them. The woman signed the CINC form for one
child then changed her mind once
the process was explained to her.
A Lyft transported the children to
school.
Oct. 19 — A student turned
in a wallet at the front desk at
Northeast Magnet High School.
Oct. 19 — Officers were dispatched to a disturbance involving a 17-year-old girl and her
guardian in the 6500 block of
East Rodeo Court. The girl made
statements that she had suicidal
thoughts of jumping in front of
a car. The girl was an active runaway. She was assisted by officers and her guardian.
Oct. 19 — Officer Gordon assisted the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Office with a domestic vio-

lence case that started at K-254
and Greenwich Road and continued to K-254 and Webb Road.
Oct. 19 — Residents in the
6900 block of East Summerside
Court observed on multiple security cameras that a vehicle pulled
onto Summerside Court and people exited the vehicle and walked
up to three or four houses. Vehicle or subject descriptions were
not available.
Oct. 20 — A citizen reported
a found bike in the 4100 block of
North Oliver in the bushes. The
caller advised the police clerk
that the bike had been there a
week and she did not know who
it belonged to. The red and silver
Magna bike was placed into evidence.
Oct. 20 — Officers were
dispatched to the report of a
battery between three grouphome clients in the 8400 block
of North Granite Court. A woman
struck two other clients and also
struck the caretaker, breaking her
glasses. The suspect was moved
to another facility. There were no
visible injuries on any of the three
victims. No one wanted to press
charges. Damage to glasses was
estimated at $85.
Oct. 21 — A man in the 4400
block of North Stratford Circle reported being notified by Life Lock
that he had credit cards taken
out in his name. The man was
given an identity theft packet and
educated on how to resolve the
issue.
Oct. 22 — A vehicle was
stopped at 38th and Parkwood
for speeding. Officer Schell discovered the driver only had an ID
card. The man also had several
open suspensions on his driver’s
license number. A probable cause
search of the vehicle resulted in
the discovery of marijuana and
THC wax. The man was issued

a notice to appear in court on
charges of possession of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia and written citations for
the license violation, no insurance
and speeding.
Oct. 22 — An injury accident
was reported at 53rd North and
Rock Road. A 2003 Toyota Camry
was eastbound on 53rd when the
driver failed to stop at the stop
sign. The vehicle was struck by a
southbound 2012 Ford F150. The
driver of the Camry was transported to Wesley Medical Center
with minor injuries. He was cited
for inattentive driving and no
proof of insurance.
Oct. 22 — A vehicle was
stopped for speeding in the 5100
block of North Woodlawn. The
driver provided Lt. Foxx with a
Mexico passport as his identification. The man said he has lived
in the United States for 14 years
and has been working on getting
a U.S. driver’s license. The man
received a citation for speeding
and driving without ever being
licensed.
Oct. 23 — A woman reported
she left a gym bag on the roof of
her vehicle in front of her apartment in the 5600 block of North
Lycee. When she returned, it was
gone. She said the bag was a
smaller gym bag, gray with pink
handles. The bag contained her
medication, a dumbbell and a
weight bar. She valued everything

at a total of $90.
Oct. 23 — Officer Gordon assisted the Wichita Police Department with an abuse report that
happened somewhere in southwest Wichita, possibly between
I-135 and 47th Street South and
I-235 and Meridian.
Oct. 24 — Officer Schell
checked a vehicle parked at Eagle
Lake Park after 1 a.m. He smelled
the odor of marijuana coming
from the vehicle. While speaking
with the occupants of the vehicle,
a known suspect ran from the
scene. A search of the vehicle uncovered raw marijuana and multiple packages of tobacco. The
man who fled was found to have
a warrant for failure to appear in
court on trafficking in illegal drugs
out of Sequoyah County, Okla.
Oct. 22 — A school counselor
received the report of a 14-yearold female seeing a 17-year-old
and that she has been sneaking
him into her residence in Wichita.
They have been engaging in sexual relations. The Exploited and
Missing Child Unit was contacted
and a report was forwarded to
them for investigation.
Oct. 22 — A woman in the
4900 block of North Homestead
reported losing her vehicle license
plate that had been on her boat
trailer. She discovered the tag
gone on Oct. 22 and needed a
case for documentation.
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