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A look
back at
the news
of 2021

By The Breeze staff

We thought 2021 would be the year of
new beginnings. We would beat the coronavirus. The pandemic would end. The
economy would recover. Our nation would
heal.
It didn’t happen.
In many ways, we’re better off as a new
year approaches. But we just can’t seem to
shake the troubles of our past. They linger
with us.
We’re not immune to the difficulties in
north Sedgwick County, but we’re pushing
forward. We’re building things. We’re fixing things. We’re learning things.
With 2022 around the corner, we’re taking a month-by-month look at what made
the news in Bel Aire in 2021. It’s a chance
to celebrate our accomplishments and acknowledge our mistakes.

Santa spreads holiday cheer

January

The Breeze talked to Mike Seybert about
Radical Bubbles at Bel Aire’s new WAM
Capital complex at 4615 N. Cypress Drive.
The business sells, installs and repairs highend window blinds from Hunter Douglas.
Radical Bubbles also employs a unique
method called “ultrasonic cleaning,” which
uses high frequency sound waves to make
microscopic bubbles that clean the blinds
inside of a tank.
The Woodlawn reconstruction project
was delayed. Staff needed more time to negotiate temporary and permanent easements
needed for the expansion.

Bel Aire hosted a Christmas
tree lighting at City Hall on
Dec. 4. Santa met the kids
before the tree was lit and
he brought along one of
his elves to pass out candy.
There was a fireworks display after the lights came on
and the city posted a video
captured by the police department’s drone on Facebook for anyone who didn’t
make it out to the event.
Photos by Taylor Messick

See 2021, Page 5

Bel Aire getting disc golf
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire Lions Club donates
money for the disc golf course.

Bel Aire residents could
have a new outdoor activity available by the spring if
everything goes according to
plan. The city is in the early
stages of planning a disc golf

course at Alley Park.
Alley Park is located
near the Park Vista subdivision north of 48th North and
Oliver. Currently, the park
doesn’t offer many amenities. It is a natural park with a
large fishing pond and plenty

of space.
Recreation Center director
Brian Hayes said the project
is a collaboration between the
rec center, public works and
the Bel Aire Lions Club. The
Lions Club donated $3,300
toward the effort at the Dec. 7

city council meeting.
Hayes said this will be a
six-basket course. Equipment
and signage will be ordered
and installed by public works.
The plan is to have everything in place in time for
spring weather.
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DEATHS
LEE BURGESS
Lee Allen Burgess died
Nov. 23, 2021.
He
By Jim Benage
was
born on
Oct. 18,
ope you have
1935,
a great new
to John
year. We are
C. and
looking forClara
ward to many things for
“Faye”
Bel Aire in 2022.
(Allen)
Of course, one of
BurBurgess
the biggest changes is
gess at
the reconstruction of
home in
Woodlawn. That will
Harper County. He was
not be complete until
one of five children and
the spring or summer of
grew up on the family
2023. In 2022, the major farm north of Attica. As
construction, which
a young man he loved to
will narrow the road to
hunt, fish and trap. He
only northbound traffic,
met his future wife of
should be completed. By 67 years, Wilma DeLee
the end of 2022 WoodYocam, in the sixth grade.
lawn should be back
After graduating from
to two-way traffic. The
Attica High School, they
project will continue
were married in 1954,
well into 2023.
moved to Wichita in
You may have heard
1957, and then to Derby
that there are lots of fed- in 1979 where they raised
eral programs out there
two daughters.
that we can put to use.
He spent his career as a
We are certainly looktool and dye maker, working at how we can best
ing the last 20 years at
use the money from the
Electromech Technologies
ARPA and IIJA prowhere he retired in 2004.
grams. Those programs
In 1958, he was drafted
may allow us to get even into the U.S. Army and
more work done on thor- served two years in Korea
oughfares such as 53rd,
in the 1st Missile BattalOliver, and 45th.
ion, 42nd Artillery Unit.
In general, these
He drove a truck hauling
types of programs will
a live Honest John misnot allow us to use that
sile through the narrow
money for residential
mountain roads patrolstreets. But they may put ling the DMZ. His love
us in better position to
of country stemmed from
help work on residential a rich American heritage
streets.
including an ancestor on
For the most part, the the Mayflower, patriots in
city capital improvement the American Revolution
budget pays for all road- and homesteaders rangwork that is not financed ing from Connecticut to
through long-term bonds. Indiana and Kansas.
So, with the federal dolHe was a loyal huslars working towards the band, beloved father
thoroughfare streets, we
and Pops, Raider’s fan,
can concentrate the capi- weather predictor, avid
tal improvement budget
fisherman, marble collecon residential streets.
tor, cherry pie connoisI say this with the ca- seur and gardener exveat that many times the traordinaire. Family was
federal programs come
his pride and joy and he
with strings attached. So, and Wilma made multiple
we have to navigate this road trips each year to
carefully to make certain visit their grandchildren
we are making the best
in Colorado.
decisions for the citizens
He is preceded in death
of Bel Aire.
by his parents; siblings
We are also looking
Lois Willson, Naomi
at using more land sales
money towards road
projects. It looks like,
due to terms and conditions of our bond debt,
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
there is not much more
Christ Lutheran Church is
we can do to improve the
located at 5356 N. Hillside,
current debt structure in across the street from Wichita
the next couple of years. Heights High School.
We made some very
We invite you to visit our
good progress reducing
church’s website or Facebook
the debt service cost by
page to learn more about woralmost $400,000 per year ship services and ministries
at www.christ-lutheran.org,
going forward. Current
https://www.facebook.com/
land sales will have NO
CLCwichita/, or call 744effect on the bond debt.
1242.
You may have also
Pastor Chad Langdon is
heard, we are reworking the minister of Christ Luour deals with Chisholm theran Church.
Creek Utility Authority
(CCUA). We cancelled
Church of the
the operational agreeResurrection
Church of the Resurrecments made in 2012 and
2015. There were several tion (Roman Catholic) is
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn
issues with those agreein Bel Aire.
ments that made them
Masses for the Lord’s day
unbalanced.
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
Cancelling these
8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday.
agreements does NOT
Weekday masses are at 8 a.m.
put any risk of water and Tuesday through Saturday.
sewer treatment service
Resurrection Catholic
for Bel Aire citizens. It
School has students from prejust changes some of the school through eighth grade.
The parish/school website
operational aspects of
is www.resurrectionwichita.
continued service. We
com, and the telephone numwill continue to work
ber is 744-2776.
with CCUA to develop
The Rev. Michael J.
fair and balanced agree- Schemm is the pastor.
ments that are best for all
users of water and sewer Community Bible
treatment in Bel Aire and Chapel
Park City.
Community Bible Chapel
I look forward to more is located at the corner of 45th
North and Auburn.
great progress for Bel
If you have any questions
Aire in 2022.
about
our church, please call
Happy New Year.
It is an honor to serve Amy Smith at 323-2819.
as your mayor.
Cornerstone Christian

Mayor’s
corner

H

Gammill and John Burgess, Jr.
He is survived by his
wife Wilma of Derby;
two daughters Theresa
(Stan) Coker of Louisville, Colo., and Michelle
Burgess of Bel Aire; two
grandchildren Kelsey
Coker of San Francisco,
Calif., and Reed Coker of
Keller, Texas; sister Jessie
(Keith) Smith of Attica;
sister-in-law Margaret
(Jim) Wright of Germantown, Tenn.; and several
nieces and nephews.
A memorial service
was held Dec. 11 at Smith
Mortuary.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to
Woodlawn United Methodist Church designated
to the Soldiers Overseas
Care Packages Memorial
and may be sent to Smith
Mortuary, 1415 N. Rock
Rd, Derby, KS 67037.
Smith Mortuary had
charge.
JANET WOLF
Agnes “Janet” Wolf,
101, died Dec. 1, 2021.
She
was
born
Oct. 18,
1920, to
Robert
Hammers
and
Agnes
MacWolf
radie
Hammers in Clearwater.
She was a committed
wife, a loving mom and
devoted grandmother. She
will be best remembered
for her genuine heart of
caring for people.
She was preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband Carlton “Tink”
W. Wolf, Sr., a marriage
of 55 years; and daughter
Donna Gail Wolf.
She is survived by her
five children Carl Wolf
of Udall, Ron Wolf of
Haysville, Leighton Wolf
of Tucson, Ariz., Brenda
Wolf Rolison (Charles) of
Long Beach, Miss., and
Karen Wolf Farmer of
Bel Aire; grandchildren
Ben Farmer of Bel Aire,

Taylor Farmer of Austin,
Texas, Alexander Wolf
of Boulder, Colo., and
Sophie Wolf of Boston,
Mass.
A visitation was held
Dec. 5 at Smith Family
Mortuary Chapel. The
funeral service was Dec. 6
with interment at Clearwater Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions
may be made to Patrol
Officer Joe McDermott,
4 Holderess Dr., Succex,
NJ 07461. He is a part of
a group of police officers
who ride in honor of
fallen officers. He rides in
honor of Robert Hammers
(her father) every year.
SARA BURNSIDE
Sara Maxine Burnside
died Dec. 16, 2021.
She
was
born
March
29,
1923, to
Percival
and
Gertrude
Corn in
Burnside
Welch,
Okla.
As a member of the greatest generation, she survived the Great Depression, made it through the
Dust Bowl and became a
Rosie the Riveter during
WWII.
In 1947, she married
Clyde Burnside.
She loved flowers and
made sure people were
well fed. She was a member of the Udall Congregational Church (Heritage
Evangelical Free), Olive
Club and Redbud Garden
Club.
She is survived by her
daughter Linda; son Philip
(Robin); granddaughters;
and great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death
by her husband Clyde;
parents; brothers Ernest
and Kenneth.
A graveside service
was Dec. 20 at Udall
Cemetery.
Smith Mortuary Derby
had charge.

brenner) Ollek. He was
baptized on Nov. 21,
1943, and confirmed in
Zion Lutheran Church,
Hillsboro, on April 14,
1957.
On Nov. 24, 1962, he
married his high school
sweetheart and love of his
life, Barbara Birkle. They
had three children Robyn
Gruenwald (Peter) of Bel
Aire, Richard Jr. (Kelly,
deceased) and Jan and
Ronald (Marlene), both of
Wichita.
He had a great business career spending nine
years as administrative
manager for a company in
Wichita and then started
his own company, MidAmerica Building Maintenance, Inc. in 1972, which
he owned and managed
until he sold it in 2005.
Until his later years, Dick
was very active in his
trade association, Building Service Contractors
Association International
where he served on the
board for many years and
as president in 1991.
He and his family
formed the Ollek Foundation to assist those in
need. The foundation
slogan is “Helping People
who Help People” and
that is what the foundation has been doing since
its formation in 2017.
In 2020, he was admitted to Diversicare of
Sedgwick, a long-term
care facility in Sedgwick.
While there, he formed a
Sunday morning worship
service and a Wednesday
afternoon Bible study.
In addition to his
children, he is survived by
his sister Peggy Roberts
(husband Paul) of Topeka;
DICK OLLEK
nine grandchildren and 18
Richard Dean “Dick”
Ollek died Dec. 26, 2021. great-grandchildren.
Viewing is 6 to 8 p.m.
He
Dec. 29 at Ascension Luwas
born on theran Church, 842 N. Tyler Road, Wichita. Service
Nov.
is 11 a.m. Dec. 30 also
18,
1943, at at Ascension Lutheran
Church. Burial is in Zion
Salem
Hospi- Cemetery in Hillsboro.
To contribute to the
tal in
memorial, visit at www.
Hillsboro to theollekfoundation.org.
Ollek
Richard
Edward
and Rosa Elsa (WeinLINDA PRILLIMAN

Linda (Thompson)
Prilliman, 70, died Dec.
24,
2021.
She
was
born
Dec.
12,
1951, to
Harry
and
Lynn
Prilliman
(Tripp)
Thompson and was a 1970
graduate of Conway
Springs High School. She
married Roland Wayne
(Ron) Prilliman on Aug.
15, 1970.
She is preceded in
death by her parents
and brother Samuel L.
Thompson. Survivors
include husband Ron
Prilliman; daughter Ronda
(Scott) Bugbee of Maize;
sons Chad (Lisa) Prilliman of Yalaha, Fla., Brian
Prilliman of Bel Aire,
Andy (Jill) Prilliman of
Andover; sisters Susan
(Ken) Bonde of Grants
Pass, Ore., Pat (Bob)
Gardner of Brookings,
Ore.; 10 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.
Visitation was held
Dec. 30 at the Conway
Springs United Methodist
Church. A funeral service
was Dec. 31.
Memorials can be
sent to Conway Springs
Friendship Meals or
Spring View Manor Activities Fund.
Ebersole Mortuary
Conway Springs had
charge.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS

Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number is
686-0208.
Traditional service at 8:45
a.m., contemporary service
is at 11 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study groups
Published monthly by Strunk at 6:30 to 8 p.m. include adult
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210 W. Main, Valley Center,
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studies, youth and Awana.
The church can be found
on Facebook by searching @
CCCICT or by going to its
website at www.cornerstoneict.church.
Pastor is Jason Whyte.

Therapeutic Riding Center
and Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us at
744-0203.

Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N. Oliver
in Bel Aire, Sunday services
are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on the
first Saturday evening of each
month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.

Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday worship is at 9:03 a.m. (contemporary) and 11 (traditional),
with Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number
is 744-1221.

Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at 5500
N. Greenwich Road is one
mile south of K-254 and five
miles north of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for all
ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each
Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist Women
meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
and host a church brunch
quarterly.
Special events are announced on the church sign,
Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to our
mailing list or email shagemeister@sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions
support large local charities like Open Door, Grace
Med or Youthville, as well as
small charities like Flint Hills

LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint is
located at 400 S. Abilene in
Valley Center.
Sunday school classes
meet at 9 a.m., with the regular service and Kids Church
at 10:30. There are no regular
Sunday night services.
For special activities,
check online at www.lpcag.
org.
On Wednesdays, LifePoint
Kids and LifePoint Students
services meet from 7 to 8:15
p.m. Adult small groups and
prayer are also available.
Lead pastor is Steve Rains.
Youth pastor is Levi Massey.
Children’s pastor is Nathanial
Thurman.
Call the church at 7552331.
Risen Savior Lutheran

Church — Missouri Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th
North in northeast Wichita.
You can reach us at 6835538 or via email at postmaster@risensavior.net.
Sunday morning services
in our Worship Center are at
8 and 10:30, with a nursery
and Children’s Church during the 10:30 service. We
provide adult Bible classes
and children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide
options to participate in a variety of Bible studies, fellowship and service opportunities
for all ages.
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter — search
RisenSaviorICT! Find out
everything Risen Savior has
to offer on our website www.
risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor is
Nick Cordt.
Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox
Christian Church is at 2710 E.
61st North, Park City.
It is a congregation of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
Worship with us Sunday
Adult Class at 9 a.m., morning prayer at 9:45 a.m. and
Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m., and
Wednesday Holy Eucharist at
6 p.m.
Men’s Bible study group
meets at 7 p.m. on the first
and third Monday.
Women’s Bible study

group meets at 10 a.m. on the
second and fourth Friday.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Deacon Basil
Anderson is assistant. Frank
Tritschler is head chanter.
Readers are James Finneran
and Moses Rothenberger.
Mrs. Sally Buxon is organist.
For more information call
734-6248 or go online www.
saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.
com. Email inquiries to jfflora@icloud.com.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook (Gods
Closet - Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s upcoming events and service times
to legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Oct. 23 — A white bike was
found abandoned in the 4600
block of North Krueger. Owner
was unknown. The bike was submitted to evidence.
Oct. 25 — Officers were dispatched to check for a wanted
man in the 5500 block of East
37th North. The man was found
to have a felony warrant through
Sedgwick County for felon in possession of a weapon. The man
barricaded himself in a bedroom.
Bel Aire officers coordinated with
the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s
Office and eventually convinced
the suspect to surrender to officers. The sheriff’s office K-9 and
his loud bark helped convince
the suspect it was a good idea
to comply with officers and surrender. No injuries were reported.
Jeron Devon Sorrell-Jones of
Wichita was arrested on a charge
of criminal possession of a firearm by a felon.
Oct. 26 — Officer Crice received a report of a fight that
occurred in a school restroom between four boys in the 5500 block
of North Lycee. A 15-year-old was
attacked by three other boys. No
injuries were reported. The school
administration is investigating.
Oct. 27 — Officers were
dispatched to a welfare check in
the 5900 block of East Memphis.
The man’s therapist said she had
not heard or seen her client for a
month and was worried. Officers
attempted to make contact with
the man at his residence but were
unsuccessful. Officers called all
of the hospitals and ComCare to
see if he had been admitted, but
he was not located. The man’s
phone was shut off. A neighbor
stated he saw the man leave his
residence about four days earlier
and had not seen him since. An
attempt-to-locate was issued for
the man. Officers were later contacted by the man and found he
was OK.
Oct. 27 — Officers were dispatched to an auto theft call from
Enterprise LLC in the 6300 block
of East 37th North. A manager
said a vehicle had not been returned. It was to have been returned on Aug. 30. A man had
rented the 2021 white Chevrolet
Spark and refused to return the
vehicle because he had to pay a
late fine of $72.12. While officers
were on the call, On Star contacted the Bel Aire police and stated
the vehicle was at Woodsprings
Suites located at 3401 N. Great
Plains. The vehicle was recovered
and returned to Enterprise LLC.
There appeared to be no damage
to the vehicle.
Oct. 28 — An unknown
person called the Bel Aire Police
Department and left a voicemail
stating a bicycle had been left in
the 4800 block of North Hedgerow since Oct. 23. The bicycle
was placed into property as found
property.
Oct. 28 — At 45th and Woodlawn, Officer Schell observed a
gray Toyota Tundra traveling east
on 45th. While turning south on
Woodlawn from the stop sign,
the truck entered the northbound
lane and nearly collided with a
vehicle leaving the Dollar General parking lot. The vehicle was
stopped at Odessa and Woodlawn. The driver failed field sobriety tests. He was arrested on
a charge of DUI. Sean Henning
Sommer of Bel Aire was arrested,
on a charge of DUI.
Oct. 30 — A woman in the
5300 block of North Rock Springs

reported that the dogs from two
of her neighbors bark aggressively at each other constantly, which
disturbs her peace and quiet. The
dogs were not barking at the time
that Officer Gordon responded to
the call. The woman refused to
contact the neighbors or sign a
complaint about the disturbance
to her peace.
Oct. 30 — Bel Aire officers
were dispatched to a domestic
violence report in the 4400 block
of North Rushwood. A woman
reported her husband left the
house in a red Ford truck. She
said he was under the influence
of alcohol and that he put his
hands on her. No visible injuries
were observed and the suspect
was no longer on scene. Officers
later found the male at the Quick
Trip at 37th and Rock Road. The
man was asked about the incident with his wife and he said
nothing physical happened. He
was intoxicated and advised not
to drive. The man said he would
walk home. Shortly after, officers
made contact with the female at
the residence due to a 911 call to
the Wichita Police Department.
Arrangements were made for the
male to sleep at the Super 8 hotel
while he sobered up.
Oct. 30 — Bel Aire officers
were dispatched to a disturbance
on a report of two juveniles fighting in the 5700 block of East Memphis. The reporting party advised
the two boys were foster children
and one of them ran off. When
officers arrived, both juveniles
were back at the house. Neither
juvenile wanted to press charges.
The aggressor was taken by St.
Francis staff.
Oct. 31 — A vehicle was
stopped for speeding in the
4300 block of North Oliver. Officer Trumbull smelled marijuana
coming from the vehicle. During
a search, marijuana was found
concealed inside a deodorant
container. The suspected marijuana was seized. The man was
cited for speeding and not wearing his seat belt. The seized marijuana was submitted to property
and evidence.
Oct. 31 — An employee for
a power-washing company was
power washing vehicles for FedEx
in the 5100 block of North Industry when he got into a FedEx
truck and drove away. He had
no permission to use the truck.
The truck was later located at
his employer’s business address.
The FedEx truck was returned by
the owner of the power-washing
company.
Nov. 1 — Northeast Magnet
High School received a phone
call from a parent stating that
their child told them of a rumor
of a student with a gun. Several
students were interviewed and
no leads were found as to the
identity of a student. Further information was obtained and there
were no facts to substantiate the
threat.
Nov. 1 — A man in the 5100
block of North Colonial Avenue
reported that his 17-year-old son
left his residence on Oct. 30 and
did not return to school on Nov.
1. The man reported that his son
tried to break into his mother’s
house in Bentley and was in Burrton at a trailer park and would
not come home. A Harvey County
deputy was sent to locate the son
at the trailer in Burrton but did
not locate him. The youth was
entered into NCIC as a runaway
Nov. 1 — Officer Gibson re-

sponded to a report of battery
in the 5100 block of North Colonial Court. A teenager asked his
dad where his phone charger
was. The dad said that he did
not know. The teen shoved his
father and then ran away from
the house. The teen was picked
up down the street. The father
decided to press charges and the
teen was booked into the Juvenile
Intake and Assessment Center
for battery.
Nov. 2 — A vehicle was
stopped expired registration
in the 7800 block of East 45th
North. The driver was found to
have a Wichita warrant for domestic violence. Bethany Anne
Ruffin of Wichita was arrested on
the warrant.
Nov. 2 — Officer Langford
stopped a Volkswagen Tiguan
for speeding in the 3800 block
of North Oliver. The driver was
found to be operating the vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license.
She was issued a citation for the
violations.
Nov. 3 — Officers were dispatched to a non-injury accident
at the intersection of Woodlawn
and Danbury. A white Ford van
with seven occupants stopped
on Woodlawn to turn west onto
Danbury. A green Toyota Corolla
slowed down and then was hit
from behind by a white Dodge
Journey. The driver of the Dodge
was cited for inattentive driving
and driving with an expired registration. No injuries were reported.
The Ford van had minor cosmetic
damage to the rear bumper. The
Dodge and Toyota were towed
away by Kidd’s Towing due to extensive damage.
Nov. 3 — Officers were dispatched to the area of 4900
Parkhurst for a 9-year-old who
ran away. The child’s mother
informed officers her son got in
trouble at school and was afraid
to go home. The child was located and returned home to his
mother.
Nov. 3 — Officers were dispatched to a disturbance involving a pellet gun in the 3900 block
of North Oliver. A teenager said
she was involved in a fight with
another girl when she was shot
in the back by three to four teenage boys with CO2 pellet guns.
The girl had multiple visible minor injuries from the pellet gun,
and three windows of a residence
were shot and damaged. The
amount of damage was about
$1,100.00. The suspects are unknown at this time.
Nov. 4 — A woman in the
5300 block of North Rock Springs
Court reported being struck on
the face by her roommate on four
occasions since Oct. 30 while the
two were engaged in heated arguments. The woman had visible
bruises on her face and on her
right wrist. The suspect was arrested for four counts of domestic
battery and for three warrants
through Rose Hill. The suspect’s
name was not available.
Nov. 4 — Officer Smithwick
found a luggage bag and tote
containing personal business belongings in the 9700 block of East
50th. She collected the items and
attempted to contact the owner
by phone without success. Property was placed into Bel Aire evidence.
Nov. 4 — Child abuse, which
occurred in Wichita, was reported
at Isely Elementary in Bel Aire.
Department for Children and
Families was contacted and af-

ter review by the caseworker
the child was transported to the
Wichita Children’s Home.
Nov. 6 — A man in the 5300
block of East Ashton reported the
passenger window on his vehicle
was broken out. The next-door
neighbor was mowing his lawn,
but according to the reporting
party he didn’t think the mower
caused the damage.
Nov. 7 — A man in the 5200
block of North Colonial Avenue
reported his wife having withdrawals from alcohol. The woman
refused any medical treatment or
rehabilitation options.
Nov. 7 — Officer Trumbull
responded to an off-duty officerin-trouble call in the 3000 block
of North Rock Road. Trumbull observed a white male and a black
male holding down a suspect who
appeared to be highly agitated
and intoxicated. Trumbull placed
his handcuffs on the suspect and
waited for additional officers to
arrive. While the Wichita Police
Department was investigating
the incident, the suspect spit in
the face of a Wichita officer and
made several criminal threats
towards multiple other Wichita
officers.
Nov. 9 — Officer Langford
was dispatched to possible suicidal person in the 3900 block of
North Harding. He contacted a
man who reported his friend was
suicidal. The reporting party said
his friend said she had a plan to
kill herself with prescription medication. The woman was found to
live in Maize, and the Maize Police
Department was dispatched to
her residence. The case was created for documentation.
Nov. 9 — A woman in the
5200 block of East 37th North
reported her stepson got upset,
yelling and cussing at her and
the other kids. She said he spit
on her back. The woman refused
to press charges. The woman
called the teen’s caseworker but
got no answer. The woman drove
her stepson to his caseworker in
Hutchinson for a meeting.
Nov. 9 — A non-injury accident was reported in the 5300
block of East 37th North. A school
bus going east on 37th stopped at
the railroad crossing as required.
A woman stopped her 2015 Kia
Optima behind the bus and was
waiting when a 2005 Ford Freestyle rear-ended the Optima. The
driver of the third vehicle was
given a citation for inattentive
driving.
Nov. 9 — A woman reported
an unknown man wearing a blue
shirt came into the store and took
laundry detergent without paying
in the 4500 block of North Woodlawn. The loss was about $81.
Upon investigation, the suspect
was identified. The suspect will
be issued a notice to appear in
court for the theft.
Nov. 10 — A student in the
5500 block of North Lycee reported the theft of a set of Air

Pod Pro ear buds from the top of
his backpack. The backpack was
leaning against a wall in the gym
where about 60 people had access to it during the time the ear
buds came up missing.
Nov. 11 — A woman in the
4500 block of North Woodlawn
reported two individuals came in
to return items without a receipt.
The return was not allowed by
company policy. Both suspects
began to yell at the reporting party while she was in contact with
her district manager. The woman
told the suspects to leave and
that they were trespassed from
the property. The suspects only
left when the reporting party was
contacting 911. The woman was
able to get a license plate number
as they left.
Nov. 12 — A two-vehicle,
non-injury wreck was reported
in the 5300 block of North Oliver.
A gray Acura was eastbound on
53rd Street and a silver Toyota
Camry was northbound on Oliver.
The driver of the Acura failed to
yield to the driver of the Toyota
at the stop sign and the vehicles
collided in the intersection. The
driver of the Acura was issued a
citation for causing the crash.
Nov. 12 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a white truck for traveling without operable tag lights
in the 5500 block of East 45th
North. The driver was found to
have an expired learner’s permit.
The driver was issued a citation
for expired driver’s license.
Nov. 13 — A man and woman in the 5200 block of East 37th
North got into a verbal argument
over the man’s ex-girlfriend showing up at their house and the man
constantly urinating on the toilet
seat. The male was not on scene
when police arrived.
Nov. 13 — A man in the 4800
block of East 40th North reported
that his live-in girlfriend would
not let him in the house to get
his things. With the assistance of
officers, the man was able to collect his things and he left the residence and surrendered his house
keys to his girlfriend.
Nov. 14 — A 43-year-old
woman from Lawrence called
to report that she was touched
inappropriately by a pastor of a
Lutheran church in Atwood during the 1990s.
Nov. 14 — Officer Gordon
stopped a white Chevy Impala
for weaving out of the lane in the
5400 block of North Rock Road.
The driver was found to be operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of an alcoholic
beverage, drugs or both. Karlett
Lajean Stanford of Bel Aire was
arrested on a charge of DUI.
Nov. 15 — A woman in the
4800 block of North Prestwick
called to report that she and her
husband got into a fight at their
house and that she hit her head.
Police discovered that the woman
and her 67-year-old husband
were having marital problems and

that she slapped him on the side
of the head during an argument.
The husband pushed his wife
back and away from him, which
caused her to fall down and hit
her head. Vicki Lynn Byrne was
arrested on a charge of domestic
battery.
Nov. 16 — A juvenile in the
5200 block of North Holder Court
made a disorderly conduct report. The juvenile reported that
a fellow juvenile from school sent
messages over SnapChat asking
for nude photos. When the juvenile refused, the other threatened
to sexually assault the reporting
party. The reporting party also
stated she received a satellite
photo of where she lives from the
SnapChat application, SnapMap.
The juvenile felt threatened and
in fear for their safety and that of
their family.
Nov. 17 — Officer Langford
stopped a gray GMC Sierra for improper illumination on the license
plate in the 4700 block of East
37th North. The driver was found
to be operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license.
The driver was cited.
Nov. 17 — Officer Mast responded to a domestic disturbance call involving a man and a
woman in the 8700 block of East
Chris Court. Officer determined
it was a verbal dispute only. The
man, who does not reside at the
address, left the residence.
Nov. 21 — Officer Langford
stopped a silver Ford Explorer
for speeding in the 4000 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver had
a suspended driver’s license. The
driver was cited.
Nov. 21 — Officer Schell
stopped a silver Toyota Tundra for
a vehicle defect in the 7800 block
of East 45th North. The driver
and passenger were juveniles, 14
and 15 years old. Attempts were
made to contact their parents
with no success. Eventually, the
juvenile males were transported
to their homes and contact was
made with their parents. The
truck was legally parked.
Nov. 22 — Officer Langford
stopped a black Kia Altima for
expired registration in the 5000
block of North Webb. The driver
was operating the motor vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license.
The driver was cited.
Nov. 22 — Officer Gordon
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4800 block of East 45th
North. The driver’s license was
suspended and she did not have
proof of insurance. The driver
was cited for the violations. The
woman was informed of a nonbookable complaint warrant for
drugs out of the City of Wichita.
She was told to get that taken
care of by contacting Wichita Municipal Court.
Nov. 22 — Officer Langford
stopped a maroon GMC Envoy
See POLICE, Page 5
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City of Bel Aire
In the interest of public safety, please be advised that any or all Bel Aire senior and/or rec programs may be subject
to modification, change, or cancellation to reflect current state and local COVID-19 orders, with or without notice.

Bel Aire Seniors

Bel Aire Recreation

*Register online at www.beAll SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The
laireks.org/220/Recreation
Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and Friday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., excluding holidays. The
Youth Basketball
library has a wide selection of books to check out with neither cost nor
K-2nd grade league will be cotime restraints and computers are available for study or research. Any seed.
3rd-4th grade will have boys
nior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in Sedgwick
& girls leagues & games will be
County.
played in Bel Aire & Valley Center.
K-2nd and 3rd & 4th deadline
Locations
has passed but limited openings
Senior Center / 7651 E. Central Park Ave. / 744-2451
remain.
Recreation Center / 5251 E. 48th North / 744-2700
Weekly Events
Pickleball — Monday & Friday 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Rec Center, $2 per
person or Rec membership
Novice Pickleball — Fridays 5 to 7 p.m., Rec Center, $2 per person or
Rec membership
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center
(Indoors)
Yoga — Mondays & Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Rec Center
1X R-$20 NR-$35 & 2X R-$30 NR-$45
R= Resident NR= Non-Resident
Yoga mats are to be provided by the participant
Bridge — Tuesdays 1 p.m. – Senior Center, RSVP Required
Senior Aerobics — Wednesdays 9 a.m., Rec Center
Open Sewing — Wednesdays, 10 a.m., Rec Center
Sew ‘N’ So More — Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 12 p.m., Rec
Center
Line Dance — Mondays & Fridays, 1 p.m., Bel Aire City Hall Community Room
Zoom Line Dance — Fridays, 1 p.m. Contact Sarah at 316-744-2700
or schristenson@belaireks.gov for more information.
Folk Dance — Thursdays, 2 p.m., Bel Aire Rec Center, $2 per class

Monthly & Special Events

Indoor Soccer

For ages 4-11. Practices are
scheduled to begin the week of Feb.
28. Registration deadline is Feb. 19
or until full.
Tippi Toes Dance Classes

School year session has started
but it’s not too late to sign up! Toddler & Me- 18 months-3.5 years,
Ballet & Jazz- 4-7 year olds & Hip
Hop/Jazz- 7-12 year olds! Sign up
online @ https://dancestudio-pro.
com/online/index.php?account_
id=15484
Schools Out Camp!

Spring Break is right around
the corner!! March 14th-18th |
7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. @ Bel Aire
Recreation Center. Week Fee- R
$90 NR $115 Need something for
the kids to do during spring break?
Sign them up for our Schools out
Camp! A day full of sports, games,
arts & crafts and more activities!
For grades K-6th. Pre-registration is
required. Spaces are limited! Deadline is March 6 or until full.

for more information!

Taekwondo (ages 5 & up)

Classes meet on Tuesday &
Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. These are
great classes for beginners to black
belts.
Adult Pickleball

Held Mondays, Wednesday &
Fridays from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. &
Fridays 5-7 p.m. in the Rec Center
Gymnasium! Just $2 drop in fee or
membership!
Yoga

Classes are held on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Participants need to provide their
own yoga mat. Teens and adults can
join at any time!
Fitness Center

Come check out our fitness
center! The Fitness Center consists
of: Elliptical cross trainers, Free
weights, Multi-station weight machine, recumbent bike and treadmills.
FREE Senior Programs

Line dancing, senior aerobics,
folk dancing, Bel Aire Walkers,
Sewing, Education & more! Please
call Sarah for more information!
Upcoming Programs

Happy Feet Soccer & Happy
Hoops Basketball https://www.
wichitahappysoccerfeet.com/

Jan. 4 —10:30 a.m., National Trivia Day Activity, Senior Center
Jan. 5 — 10 a.m., Library Work Day, Senior Center
Jan. 6 — 1 p.m., Armchair Travel: The Alps, Senior Center
Jan. 10 — 9 a.m. to Noon, Barn Quilt Painting (1x1ft. $25 or 2x2ft.
For more info on programs,
$40), Rec Center RSVP
Summer Day Camp @ Bel Aire Rec call 744-2700 or www.belaireks.
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@
We will be having day camp this gov. Follow us on Facebook @
belaireks.gov
summer at Bel Aire Rec! Stay tuned BelAireRec!
Jan. 10 — 2:30 p.m., Wii Bowling, Senior Center
Jan. 13 — 1 p.m., Afternoon Tea, Senior Center RSVP
Jan. 14 — 2:15 p.m., Snack & Chat, Senior Center
Jan. 19 — 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., Catholic Care Center Blood Pressure
Checks, Rec Center
Jan. 19 — 1:30 p.m., Book Club Meeting, Senior Center
Jan. 25 —10 a.m., Computer Class with Q&A: Ribbit Computers, Senior
Center RSVP
To RSVP contact Sarah at 316-744-2700 ext. 304 or schristenson@
belaireks.gov
Jan. 26 — 2 p.m., Scrapbook Class, Rec Center RSVP
Jan. 27— 1 p.m., Minute to Win It: Fitness Fun, Rec Center
More information can be found at www.belaireks.gov.

Community Events
Dec. 31 — City Offices closed for New Year’s Day
Jan. 4 — City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 4 — Northeast Magnet High School presents Bonnie & Clyde
Jan. 5 — Bel Aire Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 11 — City Council Workshop, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 12 — Bel Aire Lions Club Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 12 — Utility Advisory Committee meeting, 3 p.m.
Jan. 13 — Planning Commission Meeting
Jan. 17 — City Offices closed for Martin Luther King Jr Day.
Jan. 18 — City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 24 — Tree Board Meeting, 6 p.m.
Jan. 26 — Bel Aire Lions Club Meeting, 11:30 a.m.

All general and home business
licenses expired Dec. 31, 2021. Renew
your license at www.belaireks.gov or
call 744-2451 for more information.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Local students
recognized

Butler Community
College’s five-star chapter inducted 321 new
members into the honor
society Phi Theta Kappa
(PTK). This was the first
face-to-face induction
ceremony since 2019 due
to COVID-19.
To become a PTK
member, students must
earn a minimum 3.5 GPA
from at least 12 credit
hours of 100-level classes
or higher. After those
requirements are met,
students are personally
invited to join.
Students from Bel Aire
included Rebeccah Hale,
Adelynn Hobbs, Martha
Muturi and Savannah
Reed.
Butler Community
College recognized students who maintained a
4.0 grade point average
for the President’s Honor
Roll and a 3.50 - 3.99
grade point average for
the Dean’s Honor Roll.
Students from Bel Aire
on the President’s Honor

Roll included Adelynn
Hobbs, Elizabeth Bouton,
Emily Williams, John
Waters, Kira Voth, Melanie Ackerman, Miranda
Boswell, Nathan Phillips, Reagan Ralston and
Suzann Maddox.
Students from Bel Aire
on the Dean’s Honor Roll
included Brittany Langley, Damon Bush, Jacklyn
Brokaw, Janai Jennings,
Kalonji Beacham, Marisela Gurrola, Rayna Berry
and Ryan Smith.
— The Breeze staff

Basketball
mom upset

ing units were covered
with snowdrifts during the
storm, which prevented
the exhaust from escaping.
Continued from Page 1
The heating units failed and
the temperature inside the
building dropped. When
the heat came back on, a
frozen pipe on the second
The Breeze talked to
floor burst and water leaked
Michael Joseph Wawrzewski about Clinic In A Can down to the main floor from
after ground was broken for the restroom. The dama new facility at Sunflower age was minimized by the
fact that water leaked into
Commerce Park. The
the fire alarm system and
non-profit organization
triggered the alarm, which
equips shipping containers so they can function as notified staff that there was
mobile medical clinics. The a problem.
containers can be customized depending specific
needs and are often used
to provide care in areas
The Breeze talked to
that have been affected by
Jeremy
Wade about Napoli
natural disasters.
Italian
Eatery
at 7718 E.
Sunrise Christian
37th North. Wade opened
Academy Elite moved to
the restaurant the previous
No. 2 in the national high
school basketball rankings. fall in the former location
of Fetch Bistro. He has
The team was loaded with
Division I commits and had worked at several high-end
restaurants in Wichita since
only lost one game to No.
1-ranked Montverde Acad- 2000, including YaYa’s
emy of Florida. Point guard Euro Bistro, Cibola, Siena
Tuscan Steakhouse, UpKennedy Chandler would
hit a game-winning shot at town Bistro and the Ambasthe buzzer to defeat Mont- sador Hotel. Wade attended
Garden City Community
verde later in the season.
College and Butler Community College and briefly
lived in Detroit, Michigan.
Two Sedgwick County
firefighters were taken to
The Breeze learned
the hospital with minor
that Fernando Aguirre and
injuries they suffered while
his brother-in-law, Hector
responding to a duplex fire
Ornate, would open Los
Cunados Mexican Restau- in the 7400 block of East
Summerside Place. It took
rant at the former location
of Bob & Luigi’s at 4559 N. an hour-and-a-half to conWoodlawn. The name trans- tain the fire and two dogs
were killed.
lates to brothers-in-law.
Aguirre took over Playa
Azul in Augusta in 2020
after moving to Kansas
from Ohio. Howard Larson
The Breeze talked to
opened Bob & Luigi’s in
2001 and sold the Bel Aire Marvelous Charles and polocation to Eliot and Becky lice Chief Darrell Atteberry
after the two met during
Green in 2010.
a traffic stop the previous
A winter storm caused
month. Charles is from Niproblems at Bel Aire City
geria and moved to Wichita
Hall and cost the city
five years earlier to study
thousands of dollars. The
engineering at Wichita State
building’s rooftop heatUniversity. He was under

February

April

March

May

because the registered owner
had a suspended license in the
6200 block of East 37th North.
The driver was cited for driving
Continued from Page 3
with a suspended license.
Nov. 23 — A foster parent refor speeding in the 3800 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver was ported that their 16-year-old fosoperating the car with no driver’s ter son damaged the TV, TV relicense or proof of liability insur- mote and a wall in the 4400 block
of North Mission. The teen also
ance. The woman was cited.
Nov. 22 — A man in the 4300 threatened to attack the foster
block of North Eagle Lake Drive parent’s 11-month-old baby. The
reported that sometime within foster son was transported to the
the past week, an unknown per- Juvenile Intake and Assessment
son took a wooden stake that was Center and booked on charges of
in his front yard. The value of the criminal threat, assault and crimiwooden stake was less than $1. nal damage to property. The fosThe wooden stake was in place to ter agency was contacted.
Nov. 24 — Officer Langford
mark a boundary line.
Nov. 23 — An unknown sub- stopped a silver Cadillac CTS for
ject broke the front window of a speeding in the 4300 block of
home that is under construction North Oliver. During a search of
in the 8600 block of East Chris. the vehicle, marijuana and mariEggs were also thrown at the juana paraphernalia were found.
The owner of the marijuana was
windows.
Nov. 23 — An 86-year-old cited. The driver was issued a ciwoman got in an argument with tation for speeding.
Nov. 24 — Officer Langford
her son and left their home in
the 5700 block of East Denise. stopped a black Ford Ranger for
She walked to a neighbor’s home speeding in the 4700 block of
and asked for help. Officers were East 53rd North. The driver was
summoned and after investiga- operating the pickup on an extion, no criminal conduct was un- pired registration out of Texas.
covered. The woman was trans- The driver also had a suspended
ported to a local hotel and Adult license and could provide no
Protective Services was contacted proof of liability insurance. The
so the mother and son could get driver was issued a citation.
Nov. 24 — A man from the
counselling services.
Nov. 23 — Officer Langford 6100 block of East Edinburg called
stopped a maroon Chevy Malibu the Bel Aire Police Department to

residence and contacted
the mother. She said that
she did not have a car to
pick up her child and was
in quarantine for COVID.
A Kechi police officer
picked up the child and
took him home.
— The Breeze staff

shows a neighbor picking
up the package.
Also on Dec. 13, a man
from Bel Aire came to the
station to report that he
mailed two cards to his
daughter in Tennessee on
Dec. 9. He reported that
his daughter found that
both card envelopes were
sliced open. A birthday
card contained $40 in
cash and a Christmas card
contained a $300 Visa gift
card. The cash and gift
A package was taken
card were not in the envein Bel Aire and a cash and lopes but the cards were.
a gift card were taken in
The case was forwarded to
Tennessee. It’s that time of the Brighton, Tenn., Police
the year.
Department and the U.S.
On Dec. 13, a Bel Aire Postal Inspector for further
police officer responded
investigation.
to a theft of a FedEx
— The Breeze staff
package, which was left
in front of a door at the
Broadstone Villas Apartment Complex in the 5600
block of North Lycee. The
victim said she ordered
items and the FedEx
A security officer and an
tracking number showed
administrator were pushed
the package was delivto the ground during a fight
ered. The victim said after at Northeast Magnet High
learning that the package
School in Bel Aire.
had been delivered, she
Three students were
checked security cameras involved in a fight Dec. 14.
and found a video that
As school staff broke up

the fight and were escorting them to the office, one
female student pushed the
security officer, causing him to fall. A second
female student pushed the
assistant principal, causing
him to fall. One student
was being restrained and
she began kicking at staff
members. The students
were suspended pending
expulsion hearings.
— The Breeze staff

wastewater facility that
serves Bel Aire and Park
City is $13 million. The
plant is expected to exceed
its capacity in about six
years.

ered closing the road due
to unsafe conditions two
months earlier, but the road
was never officially closed;
the speed limit was reduced
to 30 mph.

COVID parent Package, cash
leaves student reported stolen

A student was stuck
at school for a couple of
hours because his mom
had COVID.
On Dec. 6, staff at Isely
Elementary School in
the 5200 block of North
Woodlawn called police
Her team was sent
because a parent did not
packing.
show up to pick up her 10On Dec. 4, Bel Aire
year-old son after school.
police were sent to a disSchool staff said that the
turbance at Hoops Acadmother has COVID and
emy in the 5200 block of
called the school telling
North Toler. A woman told them not to put her son on
police that an employee
the bus and that she would
from Hoops slapped her
pick him up.
on the arm when she quesAbout 5:15 p.m., school
tioned the employee about staff called police because
a technical foul during a
the mother had not arrived
basketball game.
to pick up her son. A
The woman reported
police officer went to the

2021

Police

the incident two hours
after it happened. The
team had just found out
that because of numerous
incidents of misconduct, it
was kicked out of the Mid
America Youth Basketball
tournament.
— The Breeze staff

immense pressure during
finals week, knowing that
he would be deported if
he didn’t find a job after
graduating. Charles said
opportunities are limited in
his country and he wants
to stay in the United States.
During finals week, he ran
a stop sign and got pulled
over by Atteberry. Charles
had only encountered one
police officer in the United
States and said it didn’t go
very well. He told the chief
he couldn’t afford a ticket
and started crying due to the
stress of his situation. Atteberry was patient, kind and
even gave Charles advice
and encouragement during
the stop. Charles said he
would be forever affected
by the incident and invited
Atteberry to his college
graduation.
Sunrise Christian
Academy basketball coach
Luke Barnwell was named
Jersey Mike’s Naismith
High School Boys Coach
of the Year. Barnwell was
presented with the award by
Naismith Executive Director Eric Oberman.

June

The Bel Aire Tree Board
gifted a Survivor Tree sapling from a tree that stood
near the site of the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing to
Bel Aire police Officer Virginia Crice. She was a paramedic in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
at the time of the bombing
and responded to the scene
that day. Crice has spent 22
years as a police officer and
has been with the Bel Aire
department for six years.
The city council voted
unanimously to table the
sale of Chisholm Creek
Utility Authority refunding
and improvement bonds
due to concerns about the
increased cost of the sewer
treatment plant expansion.
The estimated cost of the
expansion for the regional
report his unsecured vehicle was
gotten into and ransacked during the night. A backpack and
a diaper bag and contents were
stolen. Credit cards taken during
the theft were used at several locations in Wichita.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
6400 block of East Rodeo contacted the Bel Aire Police Department
to report that an unknown person
ransacked her unsecured vehicle
sometime during the night. Several items were stolen.
Nov. 24 — A man found a
wallet in front of the Islamic Society of Wichita located at 6655
E. 34th North. The man is not
from the Wichita area and said
he looked on Google for the closest police station to drop the
wallet off, so he went to the Bel
Aire Police Department. Officer
Lopez took custody of the wallet
and tracked down the owner and
left a voicemail on his phone in
an effort to get the wallet back
to him.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
6100 block of East Edinburg reported finding her unsecured
vehicle rummaged through and
her wallet containing her driver’s
license, Social Security card and
debit card missing along with a
backpack from the back seat.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
5800 block of East Kenawee reported that her boyfriend was acting crazy and accusing her again

Principal,
officer shoved

July

The Breeze talked to
Dallas Fonken, a legally
blind 8-year-old who attends Isely Elementary.
Fonken placed in the Top
10 of the Regional Braille
Challenge and qualified for
a national competition, the
Braille Challenge Finals.
Fonken was tested on reading and writing accuracy,
reading comprehension,
spelling and proofreading.
Contestants compete using
a braille-writing machine,
which consists of six braille
keys and a spacebar.
The city council approved a contract amendment with Garver in the
amount of $29,073 for
oversight of utility relocations on Woodlawn between 37th and 45th North.
The relocations were a
precursor to the Woodlawn
reconstruction project.

August

A 10-year, 100-percent
tax abatement was approved for Next Level
Hoops (Wichita Hoops
Academy) by the city
council. The facility, which
attracts about 40,000 visitors per year, was purchased
by Webb Industrial LLC.
City Manager Ty Lasher
chalked project change
orders and job bidding
issues up to “growing
pains” for Bel Aire. Lasher
said the city was spending four times as much on
street projects as it had in
previous years and staff was
struggling to keep up. Wet,
unfavorable soil delayed
multiple projects and utility
issues delayed the Woodlawn project. The governing
of cheating on him. Both reported
that the dispute was just verbal.
The male left willingly to stay at a
family member’s home nearby.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
6700 block of East Rodeo reported her unlocked vehicle was entered by an unknown person and
prescription sunglasses, Sunflower Bank checkbook and change
were stolen. The garage door at
the residence was open and two
skateboards were also taken.
Nov. 25 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported her 9-year-old daughter left
her residence without permission.
The daughter was found at 5100
N. Villa Place and returned home.
Nov. 26 — Officer Schell was
dispatched to a domestic disturbance in the 5800 block of East
Kenawee. This time the male
claimed his girlfriend was having
men come over while he was at
the residence and hiding the men
in her room. The female advised
that she thinks her boyfriend
might be having mental health issues. She said he thinks people
are hiding in a closet, inside a
small cutout in the wall and other
places in the home. Both said
the argument was only verbal.
The male again left the residence
without issue to stay with relatives.
Nov. 26 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 5200 block of North Wood-

body discussed closing 53rd
North between Oliver and
Woodlawn because the road
had dangerously deteriorated. The city had also
recently tried to get bids
for arterial street repairs
across the city and got back
wildly inconsistent prices.
Council members expressed
concerns that contractors
weren’t told specifically
what they were bidding on.

Facebook
account hacked

She may have thought
Mark Zuckerberg worked
for the Bel Aire Police
Department.
On Dec. 6, a woman
from the 5900 block of
East 45th North reported
to police that an unknown
person hacked her Facebook account, changed the
two-factor authentication
settings and locked her out
of the account.
Police told her to contact
Facebook to take care of the
issue.
— The Breeze staff

November

The price of the
Woodlawn project went
up for Bel Aire. The
Kansas Department of
Transportation and the
Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
The city council aprequested the commitproved the 2022 budget
ment of $3.872 million
with a rare mill levy
after selecting a low bid
decrease from 45.73 to
from Pearson Construc44.50. The rate was 45.774 tion. Mayor Jim Benage
in 2020 but has otherwise
said the city originally
been about 45.73 since
expected to pay about $2
2014.
million when planning
The K-254 Corridor
started five years earlier.
Development AssociaThe total estimated cost
tion resumed activity after
of the project is $9.41
halting for COVID-19. The million with KDOT concommittee is composed of tributing the remaining
municipalities and busibalance.
nesses along the highway
Bel Aire secured anithat share a common inter- mal control services from
est in increased safety and
Sedgwick County. The
economic development.
police department previThere have been more than ously responded to some
600 injuries and 20 deaths
animal control calls and
along a 25-mile stretch of
residents were also given
K-254 in the last 10 years.
traps to deal with animals
Former Bel Aire council
on their own. Part of the
member Jeff Hawes helped new agreement is that Bel
start the committee and was Aire will be periodically
chosen as the group’s first
required to make sure the
president.
Exotic Pets store is following county guidelines.

September

October

The Bel Aire Police
Department hosted its first
annual fishing derby at the
Central Park fishing ponds.
The event was sponsored
by Fishing’s Future and
Cabela’s/Bass Pro Shop.
The city council voted to
close 53rd North between
Oliver and Woodlawn until
PPJ could make repairs
for a contracted price of
$65,500; this is about
$20,000 more than the city
has ever spent to repair the
road. The council considlawn. She conducted a search
of the vehicle due to a smell of
marijuana coming from inside the
vehicle. Smithwick found several
items of contraband, including
drugs and paraphernalia. The
driver was cited for the traffic violation and for possession marijuana, possession paraphernalia and
possession alcohol by a minor.
Nov. 26 — A vehicle was
stopped for a vehicle defect in the
4800 block of East 37th North.
The driver was found to be driving after his driver’s license had
been revoked. Tomas PalomaresSalas of Wichita was arrested
on a charge of driving with a
suspended license. While going
through the man’s property at the
jail, Officer Gordon found a folded
$1 bill that found contained a
white, powdery substance. The
cash and substance were seized
as evidence and logged into evidence for testing before additional charges are filed.
Nov. 26 — Officer Smithwick
saw a red Ford pickup with an expired license plate. She stopped
the truck in the 5200 block of East
37th North. The driver was found
to also have a suspended driver’s
license and no proof of liability
insurance. The woman was cited
for the violations.
Nov. 27 — A woman in the
4000 block of North Woodlawn
reported an unknown person
attempted to sell her daugh-

December

The Breeze talked to the
police department about
its new drone. The remotecontrolled hover plane
equipped with a camera has
been useful in helping to
curb vehicle burglaries.
Jim Benage was reelected as Bel Aire’s mayor.
Greg Davied was elected
to Jeff Elshoff’s vacant seat
on the city council. Justin
Smith and John Welch
were re-elected to the city
council.
ter drugs. The woman said her
daughter has a fentanyl addiction.
Nov. 27 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a vehicle with a vehicle
defect in the 5800 block of East
45th North. While speaking with
the driver, Smithwick smelled
marijuana coming from inside the
vehicle. A search of the vehicle
uncovered several items of drugrelated contraband. The driver
also had a suspended driver’s license. The man was cited for the
traffic and drug violations.
Nov. 27 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a vehicle for speeding
and a vehicle defect in the 5800
block of North Rock Road. While
speaking with the driver, Smithwick smelled marijuana coming
from inside the vehicle. A search
of the vehicle produced an empty
40-ounce glass beer bottle under
the front passenger seat. The
driver received a written warning
for speeding and headlamp.
Nov. 28 — Officers were dispatched to 4200 block of north
Eagle Lake Court to look for a dark
car that was occupied with two
individuals smoking something.
Officers Schell and Langford arrived in the area and contacted
two individuals smoking marijuana in the vehicle. A search of the
vehicle revealed drugs and drug
paraphernalia. After an investigation the driver was cited for the
drugs and paraphernalia.
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City unhappy with delay on Woodlawn
By Taylor Messick

The Woodlawn reconstruction project in Bel
Aire is underway and the
city has already gotten an
unpleasant surprise. City
council was forced to call
a special meeting on Dec.
14 after Pearson Construction broke a sewer line.
The contractor was
removing the floor of the
existing box culvert at
Quail Ridge Pond on Dec.
9 and broke the top of
the existing 18-inch clay
tile sanitary sewer line on
the west side of the road.
Dakota Zimmerman of
Garver said the line serves
a lot of residents so it was
immediately patched. He
said it probably wasn’t
repaired to its original
quality.
The line was found
to be in good condition
when it was analyzed
before the project began.
After the break, concerns
were raised about the
stability of the entire line
underneath the box culvert
structure.
Since the line has been
exposed, Garver recommended replacing it. There
was some discussion about
relining the pipe and leaving the repair as it is —
but that would cause some
additional delays. Zimmerman said he believes
it’s fairly uncommon to
re-line such a large pipe
and said it would take time
to manufacture and install
the liner. In the meantime,
there would still be con-

cerns about the integrity of
the pipe.
Zimmerman first looked
at having the line replaced
with HDPE pipe. The benefit of that product is that
it comes in larger sections
which creates fewer joints
and less areas of weakness. Common HDPE pipe
would have been a cheaper
route than PVC pipe but
it was discovered that the
standard size does not
match up with the inside
diameter of the current
clay pipe. A special sized
HDPE pipe costs about
$40 more per linear foot
and would cause further
delays in the project due to
the shipping time.
Garver has determined
that 18-inch PVC pipe
is locally available and
seems to be the best path
forward to keep the project
moving.
Council members liked
the option for PVC pipe
but expressed concerns
about the fact that Pearson
halted the majority of its
work for three working
days while waiting for the
council’s decision. Pearson
requested an additional 15
working days on top of the
320 it was already granted
for the project after breaking the line and halting
work. The contract states
that the contractor will be
charged $2,000 per day
for exceeding the allotted
working days. Zimmerman
said the contractor did
not feel like it would be
efficient to move forward
with other aspects of the

project during the delay.
“That’s something I
talked to the contractor
about,” said Zimmerman.
“Their decision is that
it’s a lot easier for them if
they wait for (the drainage
structure). There is good
weather and they’re able
to work on other items
so we will be charging
days in this period. … I’m
not going to say I agree
with their approach on
it but that’s their means
and methods and I can’t
control that. What we
can control is to continue
counting days.”
Zimmerman said the
Kansas Department of
Transportation’s opinion
was to approve the additional working days since
this is the first mistake that
has been made. KDOT
gets a say in these matters
since the city is working
with them on the project.
Council member Joel
Schroeder was critical of
the request for working
days and said he felt the
contractor should be given
about seven days at most.
Council member John
Welch said he couldn’t see
a justification for adding
any working days. Mayor
Jim Benage added that
negotiating the number
of additional work days
would cause another delay
in this decision and in the
overall project.

Another issue that was
brought up is that this line
is fairly close to the new
three-lane road. The city
specifically requested to
MKEC that the plans for
the Woodlawn expansion
should be able to incorporate an eventual five-lane
expansion. Ken Lee of
Garver said this line was
thought to be much deeper
before the project began
and said no one thought
the line would need to be
moved for street repairs.
Zimmerman said he
wasn’t sure if the line
would have to be moved
again for a five-lane expansion.
The final issue that
really rubbed council
members the wrong way is
that Pearson will subcontract this PVC pipe line
replacement to Dondlinger
Construction. The contract for the project allows
them to do this. The total
amount for the PVC pipe

installation by Dondlinger
is $42,000. That cost will
be entirely on the city.
Pearson will get $2,000 as
the main contractor even
though it isn’t performing
the work.
“It does feel like they
should share in some of
the liability here,” said
council member Justin
Smith. “They certainly
shouldn’t profit from the
fact that they’re going to
add 15 days to our project.
I don’t even know how
you put a monetary value
to the inconvenience that’s

going to have on citizens.”
Ultimately the council voted 3-1 to approve
PVC pipe replacement by
Pearson Construction. The
governing body agreed to
work with the contractor
this time at the recommendation of KDOT,
especially at the risk of
adding more time to the
project. But the mayor and
council members said they
wouldn’t be as nice next
time around.
Council member Diane
Wynn was absent from the
special council meeting.

